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PREFACE. 



" A COMMENTARY upon prophecy by a Doctor of Medicine !" we" 
think we hear the reader exclaim. Even so, gentle reader ; and by 
one, who, so far from being ashamed of bis task, thinks himself, on the 
contrary, highly honoured. There seems to be an opinion prevailing 
in the public mind, that the study of medicine has a tendency to lead 
to infidelity. But it is a mistaken opinion. If infidelity do pervade 
the members of our profession in a greater measure than common, 
which we are not altogether certain is the case, the circumstance must 
be attributed to the operation of other causes than the study of man 
through his material organs. We think that we can trace the rise of 
scepticism in divine revelation in most instances amongst our medical 
brethren, as well as others, to a conceited assumption of superior intel- 
lect by the propagators of infidelity, above what they call the vulgar 
prejudices and superstitions of the generality of men ; and sometimes 
also to an unhappy disposition, too much fostered in the youthful mind, 
to cover every thing serious or sacred with the motley raiment of fool- 
ery. Let but the miracles of the Old and New Testaments be carica- 
tured by the pencil of ridicule, and made the subject of mirthful com- 
ment by some laughter-loving associate to his youthful friend, and the 
health-exuberant constitution of his eternal peace is broken, perhaps 
for ever. Did the scorner but kill the body of his victim, his soul, 
untainted by the poison of infidelity, might perhaps reach heaven on 
the wings of faith. Did he but waste the mortal part of his friend 
with dungeons, chains, and daily tortures, while the rest of*its life en- 
dures, the evil might be repaired, and the hope of glorious light and 
liberty, beyond the power of man, might still relume the soul of the 
tortured prisoner. Did but the wily sceptic, with the arts of a demon, 
sequestrate \i\% friend from earthly prosperity, — filch from him even his 
good name, and make him poor indeed, — the fiendish perfidy might be 
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forgiven ; the injured one might still console liinnself with the heart- 
felt satisfaction of a good name in heaven. But O ! to kill his sou^, 

to pour the leprous distilment of infidelity into his heedless ear, 

** blasting his wholesome brother," and making him an object of erer- 
lasting loathing among the blessed creatures of God ; — to rob his 
hope of the little treasury it had laid up in heaven, — to wither his 
good fame even in the realms above, that his name should be blotted 
from the Book of life ; — can never, here or hereafter, be repaired. 
The award of Heaven has gone forth, that it were better that a mill- 
stone were tied around the neck of the scomer, and he were thrown 
to the bottom of the great deep, than that he should offend one of the 
little ones of God, robbing his bark of its anchor of salvation, and 
leaving it to drive for ever, far from the haven of bliss, a hopeless wreck 
on the waste and darkling ocean of eternity. The irreparable evil we 
deprecate here is not of fancy's drawing. Personal observation and 
divine revelation have convinced us, that the picture is not overcharged : 
for we have been at some pains to inquire into the history of the rise 
of the hateful plant of infidelity in the hearts of some of our acquaint- 
ances ; and have been able to trace it to seed derived originally from 
a single parent stem^ which scattered its baneful fruit to vegetate 
vherever it could find a fitting soil for its tenacious roots — multiplying 
itself to a second generation, — from friend to friend — ^from father to 
son. Well do we remember, in our younger days, some of the disci- 
ples of this school of infidelity attempting to sound us in some of 
our lowest notes upon their favourite key ; but, blest be Providence, 
the men had no music in their souls for us, and notes of jarring discord 
broke forth upon them, long before they could reach the top of our 
compass. We thought them fit for treason against God, stratagem 
against man, and spoil of heart- felt peace ; — we did not trust them> 
We saw nothing profound about the men, or their philosophy either ; 
and we have since been convinced that they had never entered into an 
impartial examination of the evidences of Christianity, but had only 
got raked together, from the filth of Thomas Paine and the like, some 
trite refuted arguments against it. 

We have thus given the reader to guess that we are not one of the 
followers of the negative creed ; he may yet, however, think it singu- 
lar, that we should have chosen prophecy as the subject of our maiden 
essay, a theme so wide of the scope of our professional studies. He 
must know then, that, had not our curiosity been roused by hearing a 
lecture upon the subject on a particular occasion, we should have been 
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at this day as ignorant of prophecy as the generality of men, who have 
never turned their attention to the matter. It is now some five yeara 
wasted, since we heard the Reverend Edward Irving deliver a few 
cursory lectures upon prophecy in the church of this place. We were 
both pleased and proud to hear our sometime schoolfellow, and listen- 
ed to his expository sketches with rapt attention. Would that we 
could do so still I -—but, alas, he has since divorced himself from the 
affections of many of his wellwishers, and left one of the sincerest of 
them to mourn over the delusion of one, who was once so bright an 
ornament of our national church ; — who, with a captivating fancy, 
joined to a figure, the splendid personification of oratory itself, sent his 
words glowing with the ardour of unalloyed sincerity into the hearts 
of men. But in the blaze of his fame, delusion, like a summer cloud, 
has overcome him ; and he now dwells in the regions of mist, associa- 
ted with a few deluded followers, whose voices startle our ears, but 
whose works of extraordinary power we cannot see. Would that this 
had not been so ; for it was to the preaching of Mr Irving that we 
owe that spirit of inquiry which first prompted us to read the myste- 
ries of our Bible, and, by industrious perusal, to understand them to a 
degree, far beyond what we could at one time ever have conceived. 
Not many years ago, and the prophecies of Daniel and St John, about 
which this work is more especially conversant, were almost as sealed 
4;o our understanding as the original languages in which they were 
written: they were woiise than algebra to the country gentleman in 
the play. We therefore looked very little into our Bible, whose story 
is soon conned, and whose two moral precepts, on which hang all the 
Jaw and the prophets, may be graven with ease on the nail of the 
thumb. We had indeed heard of a mystical chapter of the sacred 
scriptures having been prescribed as a soporific when every other ano- 
dyne had failed ; but we never tried the efficiency of the prescription 
in our own person, though we have watched the progress of its opera- 
tion occasionally in others, and must bear testimony to its singular 
|>owers. We have caught an old woman reading away with seeming 
great attention in the middle of the eleventh chapter of Daniel, not 
one verse of which she understood, till, anon, her senses finding, we 
suppose, that her intellect was making no sort of work of the rough 
staple that they furnished it, looked upon their labour of supply as a 
useless task, fokled their hands, and fairly fell over asleep. But let 
not the worthy old woman, sleeping over her Bible, move the merri* 
•ment of the reader. She has somehow gathered from its mystical lore 
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more of tbe Irue philosophy of history than some of the son^ of' 'the 
world are master of, who make profound speculations upon tbedediney 
and fall, and rise of imperial power ; though they are as v^ide as hem* 
ven and earth of their true cause. She has pinned upon her slee?e the 
dogma, culled from her Bible, that those meteors which arise every now 
and then in the 6rmament of power, and '< brandish their chcystal tresses 
in the sky, to scourge the bad revolting stars " that flout tbe rule of 
heaven's sun supreme ; — those men, to speak untypically, ,who fill the 
brightest and blackest pages of history with their names, are but the 
instruments of Providence, who fights on their sides for a time, to 
punish his rebellious creatures. 

Having been so ignorant of prophecy as we describe at the time of 
our hearing Mr Irving, we thenceforward devoted our Sundays to tbe 
study of it, to see if it really could be understood. The work of 
Bishop Newton we took as a guide, and also looked over that of Mr 
Irving. In many points, however, we have found reason to differ from 
iioth these writers, as the reader will see. To learning or research 
this little work can make no pretension ; the work of the Bishop being 
. all the materials we had to draw upon. But in independence of thought 
in the interpretation of the text of prophecy by the lights which scrip- 
ture sheds upon itself, it will yield to none. It is by this that we think 
we have been enabled to. solve the great problem of determining the 
date of the dose of tbe papal period, which has hitherto baffled the inge- 
nuity of all preceding interpreters : for the failure of many of whom, 
however, there is^ indeed, the best possible excuse ; for we are expressly 
told, that the very words in Daniel, xii. 7, by which alone, as we shall 
^ee, the date of the close of the papal period is determined, are sealed, 
or rendered, by the decree of God, unintelligible to man, till after that 
date has transpired. 

Should this little work ever chance to fall into the hands of our 
schoolfellow Mr Irving, we beg to assure him, that it is out of no evil 
disposition that we have made his work the subject of our critical com- 
ments ; but merely because it was the only modem book upon pro- 
phecy that we could, without the slightest inconvenience, lay our bands 
upon, it being in the circulating library of the place. And if, in the 
battle of our books, his should receive ^^ a palpable hit,'' we trust that 
the only feeling such event will inspire in its author, will be to make 
his offspring, for the future, a little more ^* cunning in fence.'' 

Having said thus much of the origin of this work, we have only a 
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few words to add of expUmation regarding some doctrines advtanced in 
the Introduetioii to it ; lest any of our readers should mimnderotiahdy 
ami unwarrantably take offence: at them, where none was naeant. One 
of our main designs in * writing that Introduction was to shew, how 
poor, and uiiserabloy and blind, and naked the creed of the sceptic, 
without the light of divine revelation, must necessarily be ; and how 
unjust it is in him to lay claim to that knowledge for his unassisted 
reason, which he could only have derived from divine revelation record- 
ed in that book, which he holds forth to the world as a mingled tissue 
of truth and falsehood. If the deist admit the existence of something 
in man beyond the grave, we defy his philosophy to prove it. He has 
derived the fact from the Bible. If he contend for the existence of 
only one intellectual power in the universe, he cannot prove whether 
there is one or several. He has stolen that part of liis scanty creed, 
without confession, from the sacred scriptures. That an intellectual 
power does preside at every act of human percepti^, thought, and 
loco-motion, of which man is utterly unconscious, we think we have 
incontrovertibly proved ; and that is all the sceptic can know. Lest 
the maintenance of any doctrine, however, be imputed to us which we 
would be amongst the first most solemnly to renounce, we think it but 
due to ourself to state in explicit terms, in a manner which cannot 
possibly be misunderstood, the principles we contend for. We do 
maintain, then, that no conclusive argument can be drawn from philo- 
sophy, without the light of divine revelation, of the eontinvance of a 
conscience of identity in man beyond, with himself on this side of, the 
grave, more than of the same in the brute creation. If this bel mate- 
rialism, we plead guilty to the charge. But if materialism mean, that 
the perceptions, thoughts, and motions of man, are merely the effect 
of organised matter, with an organised fluid flowing through it; then 
w^ appeal to the candour of every reader to say, whether, in our illus- 
trative argument of human loco-motion, we have not proved, in a 
manner which neither deist nor atheist can gainsay, that man cannot 
move the smallest member of his body without the operation in him 
of an intelligence, of which he is utterly unconscious, and which is 
nothing short of that by which even the organisation of the human 
body must have been effected, with the view of accompHshing that 
very loco- motion. What philosophy, however, is not able to inform 
us, of the continuance of a conscience of identity in man beyond the 
grave, revelation, in a typical fashion, gives us to know ; for ** the 
«oul8 of them which were slain for the word of God, and for the testi- 
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mony which they held," are represented by St John in the Apocalypse 
as crying, from under the altar in heaven, for vengeance upon those 
who shed their blood upon earth. — An idle and groundless imagination, 
unwarranted by scripture, has got into the heads of many, that the 
exalted creatures of God are immaterial. What was the body even of 
our Saviour after his resurrection, who was no creature, but had ^* life 
in himself ;" and who swept and glided through bolted doors into the 
company of his apostles ; and who afterwards ascended up to heaven 
in their sight ; what was it to the fingers of doubting Thomas, if not 
material ? The fact is, that what is material to one class of God*s 
creatures, can scarcely be conceived to be so by some others, who are 
not possessed of the same perceptive organs. Suppose, for the sake 
of illustration, that the inhabitants of the moon were exactly such 
beings as ourselves, and possessed of the same knowledge in every 
respect, except that arising from the organs of sight ; and that, by^ God's 
power, a man were conveyed from this earth to their satellite, and 
attempted to explain to them the wonderful properties of light, — that 
It travelled a distance of ninety-five millions of miles while one of them 
<;ould walk, with a moderate pace, half a mile, — would they believe 
fiuch a thing, which they could neither feel, nor taste, nor smell, nor 
hear, to be material ? We think they could not well conceive it to be 
any thing of the kind, till the inhabitant of the earth had told them 
that it actually was drawn aside from the straight line of its path by 
>ihe attraction of matter, which was palpable to their own organs of 
perception, like a stone thrown from their hands dragged from its path 
•by the attraction of their moon« 
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There are two different sets of men in the world, who regard the 
prophecies of Sacred Scripture in a very different light : one set are 
those, who, presuming not to call in question the existence of a Sd- 
preme Intellect, yet maintain that such a being has never revealed 
himself to his earthly creatures ; that although he has informed the 
human body with functions so wonderfully adapted to its maintenance, 
and with faculties so beautifully contrived for its converse with the 
world around it, he has yet never condescended to hold any inter- 
course with his intelligent creatures, either for the purpose of mani- 
festing to them the glory o( his own attributes, or promulgating among 
them those laws which are best adapted to their happiness. Sudi 
men as these look upon the prophetical narratives of the Old and New 
Testaments as the idle dreams or waking reveries of brain-sick super- 
stition ; or, perhaps, as something still worse — the artful inventions 
of a cunning priesthood, wntten after the events which they preteud 
so mysteriously to have foretold. Another set are those, who, witli 
a single-hearted, entire, and devoted faith in the divine origin of th^ 
prophecies of Holy Writ, with unwearied industry, seek to gather 
from the types and mystical narratives in which they are set forth, 
either a sketchy portraiture of the past, or a shadowy outline of what 
is yet to come. Now, it were well worth the while of an impartial 
philosopher to inquire, whether there is any thing in the creed of the 
latter set of men, at variance with the present amount of haman know- 
ledge as attained to by the inductive method of Lord Bacon, without 
the light of divine revelation, that need make any man ashamed, how- 
ever high his scientific attainments may be, to follow under the banner 
of that faith, which has enrolled among its adherents some of the 
highest intellects that ever graced humanity. 

With the view of pursuing our inquiry upon this point, more espe- 
cially as relates to Prophecy, the subject of this work, let us fix upon 
man as the subject of our reasonings ; and let us endeavour to deter- 
mine, if possible, whether the miraculous manner in which the pro- 
phecies treated of in this work were communicated to their human 
promulgators, Daniel and St John, is or is not consistent with true 
philosophy. Now, it appears to us, that the best manner of proceed- 
ing in an inquiry of this kind will be, first to ascertain what knowledge^ 
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without the light of divine reyelation, man can arrive at of his own 
faculties ; and then to compare such knowledge with the evidence 
of the two witnesses of God, the Old and New Testaments, and see 
how the two correspond. Casting divine revelation altogether aside, 
then, man can be regarded as nothing more than an association of 
phenomena operated upon a mass of matter by a set of powers which 
are unknown, — a mere material machine, wherein functions are carried 
on, most skilfully adapted to his support and reproduction, and wherein 
powers operate, most excellently calculated for his converse with the 
material and intellectual world around him ; which faculties, however, 
are lost to existence the moment that the blood ceases to flow through 
their material organs. Human perception, thought, and loco-motion 
having, thus, never been objects of human observation, but as arising 
from material organs by the operation of certain imknown powers, 
must, therefore, be considered as phenomena of the matenal world : 
and, however strange it may appeal', matter must be regarded as the 
matrix of those very perceptions and thoughts which take cognizance 
of itself. Since, also, every faculty of man, and consciousness among 
the rest, ceases from the moment that the blood fails to circulate 
through its material organ in the brain, no conscience of identity ia 
man beyond, with himself on this side of, death, can be admitted by 
true philosophy, without divine revelation, to exist : for the same rea- 
soning that would infer it of man, would also infer the same of the 
brute creation, which have the same faculties of perception and thought 
as man, only in an inferior degree ; which depends, as comparative 
physiology informs us, more upon the less complicated structure, and 
smaller relative size of the brains of the former, and their want of the 
organs of speech, than upon any inferiority in the intelligence, by 
which, as we shall see, the powers of which they are conscious ope- 
rate. — Because the functions and faculties of man, as well as of the 
lower animals, are certainly associated and directed by some intelli- 
gence to the accomplishment of certain ends, philosophy is not enti- 
tled to give to such an association of functions and faculties a name, 
and to talk of that name as a single entity. It would well become 
those metaphysicians, who turn away their eyes with scorn from the 
light of divine revelation, to shew us that they are at least philoso- 
phers, by reforming their nomenclature ; for the language which they 
employ is often very loose and illogical, and totally at variance with 
the rules which ought to be followed in the study of phenomena. 
Such men have given to the combination of the human faculties of 
perception and thought the name of ^* mind,'' and talk of this as a real 
entity ; whereas, to philosophy without divine revelation, it is no such 
thing. All that can be said by the infidel in divine revelation, who 
will be just and honest enough not to lay claim to more knowledge 
than his unenlightened reason can furnish him with, is, that man is 
conscious of the capability of calling into action a certain number of 
powers, by the operation of which upon certain organs in his body, 
he is made conscious of perception and thought ; but he is by no means 
justified in concluding that these powers are the same, any more than 
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l^e powers of gravity and heat, which, by their operation on matter,^ 
give rise to sach different phenomena. The rule in philosophy is, to 
refer similar phenomena to the operation of the same power ; and 
different phenomena to that of different powers. As a single illustra- 
tion of what we have been here stating, on looking into Mr David 
Hume's essays, with the view of ascertaining his sentiments concerning 
human experience being a test of the truth of phenomena, we light 
upon such a nonsensical expression as *' the fabric and constitution of 
the human mind.'' Where did Mr Hume learn that the human mind 
had a fabric or a constitution ? Such an expression is utterly unwor- 
thy of any man who has the slightest pretension to the character of a 
philosopher. In what year of the world was such a thing seen ? Is 
the anatomy of the human mind registered in the chronicles of human 
observation or experience ? No. It is an idle coinage of the brain of 
him, who clothed the witnesses of God in sackcloth and ashes, and 
pointed them out as liars to the world with a finger of scorn. In the 
annals of the pagan historian the miracles of Christianity are recorded ; 
hut what chronicle, either sacred or profane, tells of the *^ fabric and 
constitution of the human mind" having been either seen or felt ? The 
real truth is, that in the nomenclature of Mr Hume, the word '* mind'' 
should have had no place. What would be said of the philosopher in 
physics, who should give a name to the combination of the two powers 
of heat and chemical affinity, because their joint action was employed 
to produce two different phenomena, with the view of accomplishing 
a certain end, and who should talk of that name as a real entity ? Such 
men as Mr Hume would fain ^persuade the world that they have attain- 
ed ta conclusions by their own unassisted reasoning, which they have 
unwittingly derived from the revelation of Heaven. 

Those powers, however, which, by their operation through certain 
different organs in his cerebro-spinal system of nerved, give rise to 
perception and thought in man, act by an intelligence of which he is 
utterly unconscious. He who operates a certain effect through the 
instrumentality of a machine, if he be ignorant of the structure and 
design of its several parts, knows at least the manner in which it is set 
in action ; but man, when he perceives, and thinks, and moves, knows 
not even the locality, far less the structure and design, of his material 
organs of perception, thought, and loco-motion within him ; and can- 
not, therefore, call these latter into action. With as much justice 
might a man say that he hail fabricated an aiticle of elaborate design, 
because he had the power of setting in motion at will the complicated 
machinery by which it was wrought, but which he had neither invent- 
ed, se^n, nor underetood ; as he could say, that, of his own power and 
knowledge, lie could recall at will before the eye of his conscience the 
pictured story of yesterday, which the pencil of vision had traced upon 
the tablet of his memory. This is an operation of an intelligent cause 
upon matter in an unknown way, by which an effect is produced alto- 
gether beyond the knowledge and powers of man to accomplish. We 
add farther — without the operation in him of an intellect foreign to 
and higher than his own, man cannot even bend his fore-finger. Phy- 
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Biology informs us, tbal before tbal^ .simple act can be aceompM^d^ta 
quantity of a subtile fluid must be developed in a certain, part of tbe 
brain, and transmitted along particular nervous fibrijlae, destined, frona 
their rery origin, to be ramified upon the muscles of the little member 
to be moved, and which fibrills are bound up in their course into a 
bundle, alongst with a number of others distributed to other parts. 
Now, how or where that nervous fluid or aura is developed in the 
brain, and what is the origin and course of those . nervous £ibrillao^ 
alongst which only it must pass to contract the muscles of the finger 
to be bended^ man knows not. He is merely conscious of willing the 
deed, and, as quick as thought, it is done ; but done by a power po^ 
sessed of a knowledge of the structure and uses of the several parts of 
his body incooQceivably surpassing human. Should it be urged that it 
is the human mind, whose inteUigence operates perception, thought, 
and loco-motion in man ; then we must reply, that the mind is possess- 
ed of knowledge* of which man is utterly unconscious. But. again we 
do maintain, that %o philosophy^ without the light of divine revelation, 
the hqman mind should not be considered an entity ; nor even, like 
gravity, a specific power ; and tbatev^ry^igument, which goes to prove 
a mind or soul in man, goes to prove ^l^e ii^mei ii;i the brute creation, aa 
the intellectual agent by which their perceptions, thoughts, and minions 
are operated^ Do not tb^ actions of the. sagacious elepbant display 
in him,, the operation of an intelligenpe altogether, as l;iigh a^: those of 
an idiot in him. ? , , , ,., 

Is it not clear, then, that maa cannot e;(ist .indepeodeatliy and of 
himself, whose functions are carried Ofk^ ^nd whose focukies operate, 
by some other intelligence than his owi^^ and: wh^n th# 4amse of hia 
life, the circulation of the blood dirough his organs, is naaintained by 
some power over which he has no control ? Should it be inquired* 
bow we come to ascertain that the powers of perception and of thought 
are capable of operating only through material organic with a material 
fluid circulating through them ; we answer, by the only method by 
which we can attain to the knowledge of any thing without divine 
revelation — that is, by observation through the instromentality of our 
perceptive faculties and , organs. Could memory, fov example, be 
effected by a power capable of operating without a material organ, 
with a material fluid circulating through it ; then the action of that 
power should neither be disordered, nor rendered entirely iqe^ieat, 
by disorganization of any part of the brain where the organ of mf^mery 
is placed, nor by disorder or deficiency of the capillary cirenlatiion of 
such organ. Yet what is the fact ? In apoplexy or palsy, wh^e me- 
mory is so far lost, that the patient's own name in some ca^es, aad in 
others those of the letters of the alphabet, are forgotten, how often, 
after death, do we find some parts of the brain disorganized^ Insyn^ 
cope and asphyxia too, when the circulation througb the bead, as well 
as other parts of the body, is either very deficient, or altogether sus- 
pended, do we not find that the power which operates memory tb^ougli 
its material organs is altogether inefiectiy^ ? A patient in oi^e of the 
Parisian hospitals alternately lost and recovered the memory of past 
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v*eiita, BB ftirlicranil the pbyeiologiat prMsetl down his linger npon, 
or reraored it from, a movpable piece of ihe man's fraclnred sliull. A 
man, too, recovered tlie remenibrsnre of the eveiitH of hia past lifR, of 
which h« had been unconscioas for upwards of a year, by being tre- 
phined by the elder Ciine in St Thomas's Hospital. Every body 
knows also, that when the brain is insufficivntly sapplied with blood, 
either froni great Iosbch of that tiaid, or other evacnations, or from 
Jorg want of nouri»hment, the faculty of memory, as well as every 
other, is greatly impaired or disordered. Even consciouRoesB, which 
taken cognizance of all the other tacoltiea, is utteily inefficient, when 
the strnrtnre (if cennin parts of the hrain is destroyed, or when its 
circulation is impeded by pressnre, or deficient or suspended, as in 
syncope <ir aaphyida; shewing most incontrorertibly, that that mas- 
ter faculiy, loo, depen'ls for its efficient operation upon a niBlerisI 
organ : fur who in asphyxia was ever conscious of perception, tliou<;ht, 
or motion ? Strange it is certainly, but not more strange than true, 
that the nerrous system of man should be A material laboratory of per- 
ception snd thought. It is impossible, indeed, for as to tell how this 
can be. It is rendered highly probable, however, from aeveral consi- 
derations, that at every act of perception and thought, a certain stimu- 
ias is Imparted to the organs of these within the brain, by means of 
which a greater qnanlity of red blood enters their capillary vessels : 
for we fimi that memory, as well as every other faculty of thought, is 
greatly improved by exercise, which we can scarcely conceive to hap- 
pen, otherwise than by an invigoratioD of its organ in the manner we 
have just pointed otit. The comparative superiority of the perceptive 
siiil thinking faculties of savage and of civilized man depends, perhaps, 
upon the greater developement and vigour of the organs of these 
respectively in each. 

After what we hare stated, how can any one think that the great 
intellectual cause, by which man lives, and moves, and has his being:, 
can be regardless of the creatares which he has so fearfully and won- 
ilerfully made ? Regardless of them it cannot be, seeing that by its 
intelligence they cee, and hear, anil think, anil move. As infidels 
Talue their pretensions to the character of philosophers, let tliem cast 
away such foolish conceits fVom their minds, as lead tbeni to imagine 
that the intellectaal architect of aniniHl life can he regardless of man. 
Does their philosophy not inform them, that that iutelligeoce, by which 
all buman perceptions, thoughts, and motions are operated, must needa 
know all these ? How then, in the name of common sense, can it be 
regardless of them ? — It cannot enter into the hearts of these mes 
neither, it seems, to conceive, that, to serve some great pui-poae of 
his own in relation to the happiness of bis creatares, or the <lispltiy of 
his own high atlrihutcs, thb great Intellect, whose agency in man they 
cannot deny, cunld unfold to the conscience of his creatures, either 
asleep or awake, a typical history of the acta of men, which he must 
know so well ; and therefore they langh to scorn the dreams and 
visions of the prophets, as the fanatic conceits of hraiu-sick supersti- 
tion : — they mijjhc reSect, that in halluciuatione of the seoaes, and seve- 



i 



i^ INTRODtrCTIOfN. 

i*k1 bth^r diseafire^, td^s are preseiit td conscfousnesa in bU the dkrtmei- 
n^Bs of r^siltt^, though no physical imprenion be made a% the «aiui^ 
time iip6n those parts of the matet4al inetrumente of perception -wdiiofa 
Hb without the brain, to produce them. Medical scienee will infom 
them, that such disordered ideas very often arise from an excessive or 
deficient supply of blood, giving rise to irritation in those parts of the 
material apparatuses of perception which He within the brain^ N6w, 
are such men prepared to affirm, that it is impossible for the intellect 
which made man, and constructed his organs of perception, and by 
whose intelligence these organs are wrought to produce their effect*, 
^— to cause such a physical condition in them, as to give rise to such 
ideas as we are here speaking of, or to any other that might suit his 
purpose, although no physical impression were made at the eanae 
time upon those parts of the organs of perception which lie withmt the 
brain, to produce these ideas in the ordmary manner ? They perb«{>6 
will not be disposed to call in question a power of the creator of ttatD, 
w^iich affords the only feasible foundation for the speculative doubt >of 
the Bishop of Cloyne regarding the non-existence of the material worid 
-—a favourite theme with some of them, and a doubt, which, perhaps, 
without the light of divine revelation, could never have entered into 
the mind of man-— that God is intelligence and matter both — that the 
Almighty is AH in AIl-*making his creatures p^ceive whatever his 
• infinite conception pleases to create. 
> The infidel world, too, think that those individuals of exalted life, 
whom we read of in the Bible as having visited this earth on errands 
of their Maker, are mere creations of man's disordered brain, or fictions 
of tlie fabler, which are utterly unworthy of a place on the pages of 
their natural history. Is it so incongruous to reason, we would ask, 
that there should be higher grades of created intellectual beings 
betwi^en man and his Maker ? Can the conception of these men not 
soar so high as to imagine the existence of many subtile conditions of 
matter, which man is unprovided with organs to perceive, but which 
the great Intellect who made him might inform with intelligence 
superior to human ? What limit of creative power will they assi^ to 
that Being, who made the brain of man a laboratory of perception and 
thought, and who gave to a mass of matter the conscience of possess- 
ing a set of such wonderful powers as the faculties of man ; to Him, 
who contrived th^ organs of human vision to see the almost immaterial, 
almost spiritual light ? And, who knows, might not such beings of 
exalted life be able, with the permission of their creator, to s&ye some 
great purpose in his providence, to operate perception, thought, and 
motion in man ? Or might they not, perhaps, be employed to do the 
errands of their Master among distant worlds, through the gloomy 
deeps of space ? We have gathered a few pebbles upon the shore of 
the great ocean of truth, as well as some of these unfaithful men ; and 
we can sincerely say, for our own part, that we see no improbability, 
far less impossibility, in any of the suppositions broached above. The 
disbelief of them arises from the heart, more than from the head. 
Having loosely thrown forth the few foregoing observations,. con- 
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-cerning' tlie tiUiiosI extent ^f ki>owle(lgQ: at w^ich ip^ ^mi arrjivpi^f 
bi».owir facall»e»> a«4 eoneieivniiig the fwssibility of all eav^hly |>heno- 
meaa WHt being ^hrontded m tbe iaatural history of th(i^ ecepuc ; let us 
brvag forward the- two witnesses of Ged^ the Testamems of beaFen, 
and bear tbeir evidence. Tbey say^. tbat ^ " it is not in man (bat walk* 
eth to direct bte owa ateps T f tbat God works in man both to will 
and to do of bis good pleasure; j:that He is, and tbere is none beside 
bim ; § tliat over tbe organie and inorganic world be bolda sovereign 
sway and masterdom ; thftt all tbe subtile agents, to wbose ppei:atioBs 
we can trace tbe phenomena of the earth and tbe heavens around us, 
.--** those hidden and mysterious, and, we might almost say, spiritual 
things, which, having a local habitation in matter and a name, take 
yet to man 8 perceptions no separate imbodied fovm,— *|| the nimble 
rending ^e of heaven,-—^ tbe stupendous power of gravity, tbat reins 
tbe platneta in their impetuous courses, — ^^ the quick-consuming heat 
of the seven timea heated furnace, — tbe wonder-working agents in the 
laboratories of animal and vegetable life ; — all — all are his, and wait, 
the willing servants of bis command. It is from tbe pages of our Bible 
we learn, f f that tbe thoughts and intents of man are all known to 
God ; a tbat man i» tbe lemple of God; that tbe spirit of God dwell- 

* Jieremiah, x. 23. f PhiUppians, ii. 13 — " For it is God which worketh 

in y<m both to wift and to do of his good pleasure.'* 

I Isaiah, xlv. 6, 7 — ^* That they may know from the rising of the sun, and f^'oih 
the west, that tiiere is none beside me. 1 am the Jjord, ana there is none else. I 
form the light, and create datkness : I make peace, and create evil : i the Liord do 
all these tbin^.** 

§ ^e miracles of our Saviour prove this : his healing the lame, givjing sight to the 
blind, raising the dead to life, and withering by his word the fig-tree, prove his com- 
m ina over the animal and vegetable world ; his changing the Water into wine, and 
^8 stilling, by his word, the winds and the waves, prove it of the inorganic world. 

jl 1 Kings, xviiic 38—" Then the fire of the JLord fell, and consumed the burnt 
sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust^ and licked up the wkler that 
was in the ti'ench." 3 Chronicles^ vii. 1—." Now when Solomoa had liwde an end 
of pmiying, the fire came down from heaven, and consujned the burnt offering and 
the sacrifices ; and the glory of the Jjovd. filled the house.'* 

Tf Matthew, xiv. 25 — " And. in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto 
them, walking on the sea." 

** Daniel, iii. '26, 27 — " Then Shadrach^ Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth of 
the midst of the fire. And the princes, governore, and captains, and the king's coun- 
sellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fir6 had no 
power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor 
the smell of fire had passed on them." 

ft Psalm cxxxix. 1 — 12—" O I^rd, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou 
knowest my downsitting and mine upising, thou understandest my thought afar ofi*. 
Thou oompassest m^ path, and my lymg down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 
^For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Loi'd, thou knowest it altogether. 
'Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me. Such know- 
ledge is too wonderful for me ; it is high, I cannot attain unto it. Whither shall I 
fo fwna thy Spirit ? or whither shall 1 flee from thy presence ? If I ascend up into 
eaven, thou ait there : if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou'art there. If I take 
the wings of the tnoming, and dwell in the uttefmost parts of the sea ; even there 
shall thy hmd lead me, and thy right hand shall hold ma If I say. Surely the dark, 
ness shall cover me ; even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth 
not fi-om thee ; biit the night shineth as tl»e day : the darkness and the light are both 
alike to thee." 

it 1 Cor. vi. 19 — " What ? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God ? and ye are not )^our own." iii. 16 — 
** Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the spirit of God dwelleth in 
"you?" 
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«th in him ; and that he is nel his- ow». It is from St Paul, bow- 
ever, that we liave the finest confirmatMii of what we advanced con- 
cerning the ignorance 'Of man- of the operation of his own faculties. 
** What man/' says St Panl, 1 Cor. ii. 11^ ** knoweth the things of a 
man, 8av# the spirit of God which is in him ? emen sO)" adds the 
apostle, *^ the things of Grod knoweth no man, but the spirit of God.'- 
— So far from God being regardless of man, the scriptares on the con- 
trary tell as, that he ^ who nvmbereth all the stars, and ^leth every 
one of them by its name^ f bath eren the hairs of onr heads ail num- 
bered ; and that not even a sparrow can fail to the ground, without the 
notice of the Father of life. From the Bible we learn that man has 
indeed a soul ; but of the nature of that soul it does not instruct usr, 
save that it has no ^[istence independent of God-— there being none 
else than the almighty I am. Our Saviour expressly gives us to know, 
that man shall live ^a^er death, when he tells the thief upon the cross^ 
** To-day thou shalt be with me in Paradise." And God saith to 
Moses, *' I am the God of thy fatber^the God of Abraham^ l^ God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob ;* and our Saviour, aHuding to th^ 
very declaration, observes, that<i*od » not the God of the dead, but 
of the living ; plainly intimating to us^ that «t^he time when the abovef 
declaration was made by the Almighty to Moses, and when the bodies 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were mingling with the dust of the earth, 
these patriarchs were still Hving in heaven.' Accordingly we are in- 
formed by St Matthew, that Moses appeared alongst with Ellas when 
our Saviour was transfigured on the Mount before the three apostles. 
Sach express declarations on the part of Jesus Christy need leave no 
doubt in the mind of the faithful Christian of the exiiBtence of the elect 
of God imme<liately after death. Of the state of the wicked between 
death and the resurrection, however, we are informed only in the para- 
ble of Lazarus and Dives^ as far as we at present remember. 

But though we are left in ignorance of the nature of man after death, 
yet there are not wanting reaeona which may lead us to suspect, that 
the Almighty may inform some new and more subtile condition of 
matter with that portion of his spirit •'— that partictila aurte diviruey 
which informed the body of man here below. The ejtpreesion of our 
Saviour to< Nicodemus the ruler of t^ Jews, ''^ Except a man be bom 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God,** affords some countenance 
to this ; for Christ compares a man born of the sphrit, to wind that 
flitteth by unseen,*— -a comparison which certainly cannot ftpply to a 
man regenerated in his affections towards God. ^ In farther corrobora- 
tion of what has, been above advanced, onr Saviour adds the remark- 
able expression, ** And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he 
that came down from beaten^ even the son of man which is in hea- 
ven;" from which we may perhaps gather — ^that the spirit of man 

^ Isaiah, xl. 26 — " XJft up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these 
things, that bringeth out their host by number : he calleth them all by names by the 
greatne^ of his might, for that he h strong in power; not one faileth.*' 

f Matthew, x. f^, 30 — ^* Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing ? and one of 
them shall not fall on the ground without your Father. But the vei7 hairs of your 
head are all numbered.** 
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returna to God, of wliirh it van a pottion ; ilinC nottiin|- aaf«nda t» 
beavtMi 1)Bt God ; and that man is bom agaiu of the spirit in beared. 
Qui what being " bui-n uf the spirit " mc>ans, it is imposaible for ua to 
know. This we know, however, that when the dead — tlie living dead, 
rerisited the glioipse of the inhabitants of the earth, they were seen in 
the ordinary manner. Tbe lig-bt which surrounded the bodies of our 
Saviour, aud Mosea, and Eliaa, was probably uothing el«e than mate- 
rial light ; and these resplendeut personages, it ia likely, were abso- 
lutely piclored on the nerve of sight at the bottom of the eyes of each 
of the three apoHtlea who saw them on the mount of transfiguration ; 
at least we are not told that the trausfignration was seen in a vision ; 
or that the apoatlea, on that occasioni were iu the spirit like the evan- 
gelist St John, when he saw the glorious visiou of our Saviour, whii:h 
be describes in the first chapter of the RevelatioDS. An idle and 
groundless imagination seems to have got into the heads of many, that 
the exalted creatures of God are but a mere extension of space — in 
fact, nothing at all. There is nothing in divine revelation to counte- 
nance such a belief; which is derived from a narrow and incompre- 
hensive notion of the meaning of the word " matter," In a conipre- 
henairely pbiloaophical sense, this word must be taken to signify wliat- 
Boever is palpable to the perceptive oi^ans of any of God's creatures, 
however high in the scale uf Hie they may be ; diflerent orders of cre- 
ated intellect being perhaps gifted with different additional new organs 
of perception, to take cognizance of other more subtile conditiona uf 
the material world. There ia a goodly difference between the clod of 
the valley and the quick-speeding light ; yet e&ch is matter, only under 
a different couditiou. And juat as man ia fiesh and hlood, — solid 
matter, witli fluid circulating through it, animated by the Spirit of 
God : is it not possible for the Almighty to create another mode of 
animal life from the material world, of fluid matter carrying in its con- 
duits an aerial or gaaeous Hnid ; or might he not even inform a very 
nir, carrying a pabulum or blood uf a mora subtile nature still ? Even 
here upou earth we have an instance of a aomethiiig produced from 
the material world utterly impalpable to the senses of man, whose 
pn^ess, notwithstanding, through its conductor can be roechanicaUy 
arrested : we mean the nervoua fluid secreted from the blood in the 
brain of man and other terrestrial animals. To which of the sesses of 
man is a amall volume of quiescent atmospherical air palpable ? yet who 
will deny it to be material P The fact is, that we must always be care- 
ful to distinguish between the bodies uf God's creatures, and the Spirit 
of God which animates them. What the Almighty ts, it will smrpass 
created intellect ever to know. " Tiia things ot God," saith St Paul, 
•' knoweth no man, but the spirit of God." God is the only intelli- 
gence. He is, as it were, the aoul uf matter, — the All in All : and if 
the animal world were utterly extinct, God and matter would exist in 
the universe themselves alone ; the latter, perhaps, being only a crea- 
tion of the infinite conception of the former, according to the sublime 
idea of Biahop Berkeley of Cloyne. The connectioa, however, between 
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Oo<i and^ maltep is higher tbmn hemrmiy what eair wie know? it i» 
deeper tiim ImH, And wliat ran 'irtfimdMStaiKl'? > ' 
•' FrMA tlie imperfoct tketeh whieb w«( Imire ti»tt« kid beiwe the 
MMKier, fae wA\ see^ that dinoa nevi^tttioii'mnd true^'phikMopby, infitead 
of being at drawn daggers, flre*walkiiig lia»d is ilaod together, > ^11 oa- 
tratitigand adoming, and unfolding' fVesh beauties in ^ash others To 
antmse the Ohristian reader, i^abail attenfrt t«»*eKkibit them in joiiit 
oonncH upon bne metaphysical digAia, in i order that he may see how 
baseless as the faibric oif a visioii'is llmt auporstrttoture of philosophy, 
which is founded upeiB any thing else than olraerration of liio material 
world, and which, at the same time^ refkses aay accession to its eti^ 
bility from the chief comerHStone of truth. It was Dee Cartes who 
made the eonscioasness of the power el thinking am argument Of his 
«wn independent existence ; larsuch hie inference implies. Cogito^ 
trgo sum^ was the dogma apon which be laboured to rear bia system 
of philosophy. Bos we trust that w>0 hare el ready suffioieoitly ahewa 
that Dm Cartea. of his own powir't^d knowledge, icould not think. 
I'he being wbk) can think, without tbie operatkm in^ bim* of'iaa' iateUi*- 
gence foreign to and higher than bis own, laay indead elainv tbe title 
of independent existence implieid by the woffd sttii»^<; bn^tfaat beiiig 
liertainly was not Des Gartens The 'sin^ple-irotb im, that tha ^gma of 
the metafs^ysieian, or its^ converse^ belongs to GredAlang4lty>«k>tio'; 
who, only, has ^ life in himself,'* and whose powersiopesate^by'iiisierwa 
infibite'fntel!ligen«e» (Aceordioglyj we>fiad«hat God daimate htms^ 
the eupreine tit^ of I am^ when be saya, **^ I am,> and tbena is none 
beside me :'" that is, that in and throagh hini' efery* Hving thing in the 
anirerse of animal Hfe exists. To Ihew still fartbar the) instability of 
this dogma of Des Cartes as the foundation of any system of philoso^y 
wliatsoetiery lettua suppose, for the eako of illustration^ that thiB meta- 
pbystcian had lain under water for the spaee of about ten minates; 
that <he wais then dl-agged out in «a state of complete asphyxia, Irom 
which, howefVi', be wass by the 4tse of appropnate oieana^' restored to 
life. Then ooneeive^ 6o«e plaia-thitiking man, who knew tbe pbiloso^ 
pher's dogmai^aad had seen him dragged from the waters, and lying 
seemiafgly withovt life upon! tbe ground, to ask him^ after bis reoorery 
•^'^ Pray, skj when you Were lying* apparently dead a iew mintitea 
ago, were"yoii*oonsoious either of perception or of thonghft?'' The 
metaphysimn would of course tell the truth, and »a8wer,^No : for in 
a state of asphyxia <man is conscious of inching; the vniirerBe of intel- 
lect and matter has l^en to him no eaistetfce. ** Then your eogito 
was fled,*' the man of common sense would reply ; '* but surely, sir, 
you will not aftirm that ye>u werenot all tbero-; tbomind, or soul, or 
spirit, had not forsaken her tenement; though <w^2to had taken wing, 
yet your sum remained m all ita former reality." The plain fact is 
this^-it is not upon svefa dogmas as this of Des Cartes that the temple 
of science can be securely founded. Tbe faeohies of man operate 
through material organs ; and if man would extend his knowledge of 
them beyond the mere arrangement of them according to the effects 
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'•f (heir operations^ lie oando it only by examiuiag'the-strsctiiBt oi^tltto 
organs through which they act» and. by > observing the law^ wbkh >r|Bg4k- 
latO'^MMT actions^ iindec; tho d^erant circiimstanees to «rbidi their 
material organs may be either naturally or artificially sabjected ; |aait 
as the student of physics «iideaTour» to ascertain the laws of gravity 
or heaty by carefully obserring the material phenomena to which these 
powers give rise, either naturally, or under artificial arrangements con- 
trived for a certain end. This is tlie mode of philosophising respeot- 
JFely pointed out and followed by two of the greatest men that have 
appeared upon this earth, -^ the ornaments alike of Christianity and 
true philosophy. The reader will at once understand that we here 
allnde to Lord Bacon and Sir Isaac Newton : the former of whom did 
not think it beneath bis genius to point out the method of studying 
prophecy, as well as physics ; the latter engaged in the one task^ as 
well as the other. And we would recommend him who will withhold 
his belief from the creed to which such intellects ae these have subscri*- 
bed, and who will disdain to enrich his philosophy from-the revelations 
of the Bible, if he would extend his knowledge beyond theatre clasbi- 
fication of the human faculties, to consult the writings of the French 
and English physiologists, and to study man, as he ought to be studied, 
through his material organs. It is as unphilosophical in him who will 
not believe IB divine revelation, to ascribe the Acuities of man. to the 
operation of a soul or mind within him, as it is to ascribe the action 
of the; power of gravity to the operation of an ether. In ascending 
the chain which connects every phenomenon in nature with its< final 
canse, we must stop at the first link which eludes our perceptiona ^ it 
is vain to talk of another still higher, and give it the name of a power 
also* . > • ..•••''■!:» 

We have shewn divine revelation and true philosophy in joints deli* 
beration upon one metaphysical dogma; there is anothen, howevev^ 
upon which we would take the counsel of the latter only*. It is. a 
device of the enemy, which, we believe, has been instrumental in mis* 
leading many a youthful mind. We allude to the dogma of human 
experience being a test of the actual occurrence of earthly phenomena ; 
on the principle, that it is much more probable that a number of men^ 
who report a phenomenon at variance with the known laws of nature, 
should be deceived by their perceptive organs, than that such a phe^ 
nomenon should be true. We had always thought that this had been 
an unqualified dogma of Mr David Hume's. We find»^ iiowever, on 
looking into his essays, that he applies it only to the miracles which 
are reported for the establishment of a new religion, — >for example, 
the Christian. Now, this restriction can be made in reference to tljo 
Christian religion, only on the supposition that its miracles are made 
part and parcel of the natural history of the world by the disciples of 
Jesus Christ alone, who, either from fanaticism or self-interest, have 
combined together to tell a lie for the propagation of that religion, to 
which they had devoted themselves. But this supposition will not 
hold ; for the miracles of Christianity are recorded by others than those. 
*^ It is a very strong circumstance in favour of our Saviours miracles,*' 
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says Bishop Portetis, in one of his lectures upon St Mattbeir, ** that 
they were related by contemporary historians ; by thNMe who were eye- 
witnesses of them, and were afterwards ackoowledged to be ti^e by 
those who Ifred nearest to the times in whkh they were wrought ; 
and what is still more to the point, by many who W^rehoe^ile to five 
Christian religi<Ai. Even the Emperor Jalian hin^elf, thaft most bitter 
adversary Af Christianity, who bad opei»)y apoi^atized firom it, who 
profes^d the most itoiplacabl^ hatred to it, who einployed all bis 
ingentiity,-all bis aenteness and les^min^, which were considerable, in 
combating tihe trttth of it, iii displaying in the strovigest colours every 
object he couki raise tip against it ; even he did not tl^my the reoAity 
of otfr Lord's nAirac^tes. He admitted that Jesus wrought thiem,'imt 
contended 'that he wtought them by the powet* of magic." " Cetetis, 
also," s^ys tbo Bishop in a note, '* acknowledged the truth of the 
gospel miracles in general, but ascribed them to the aMistanco (cvf 
demons. * The Christians,' says lie, 'seem to prevail by virttte et' 
the names and the invocations of certaiti demons.* (Origen icodtrk 
Celsum, ed. Cantab. 1. i. p. 7.)"-^ The only conclusion, then, that the 
sceptic mnst come to, who denies the actual occurrence of the miracles 
recorded in the New Testament, must be, that the people who wit- 
nessed them must have been deceived by their perceptive organs, 
which, at the time, must have been in a disordered state. But even 
tbid actbterfnge wiH not^avail ; for any abernations df perception, lefeid- 
ingin eaich of a gfeat numb^ of men to the same train 'df ideas, is as 
^great «l mirftcle, atid as cdntradictory of human ^xp^ri^ce or observa^ 
tion^ ^ iany ttiiracle recorded in the New Testaid^nt: and wid will 
veiffure to affirm, that it never yet happened to b hundred m^n, wfien 
their fears and fancies were not wrought upon and perverted — whidi 
we do not hear that they were in the case of the Christian miracles 
-^to siee and to hear the same things, from ^ny hallucinations of the 
-perceptions of sight and bearing, when rto physical inipr^ssions were 
made tipon their ^es and ears, to produce the same train of ima^e^ 
and'«oiiJn(b in eadi. No : the air-drawn dagget that ttiarshals thb 
miirderer the way that 'be is going, — " the 'aitiry tongue thsit sylla- 
ble men's names" to the listening ear of disturbed fancy, are 'pecUliat 
to the possessors of the disordered organs in' tlie brain, frotri whidi 
«uch phantasies arise. Strictly speaking, however, one should certainly 
be somewhttt tardy' hi believing ai^y very e3ftmordinary phenomenon 
^n the tesilimony of 'One man, even although ^e Were sure that be wia^ 
incapable of"tfttering a falsehood : for it might so happen, that at 't*hfe 
•time of 'such a-^henomenon being' present to hiB consciousrieds, "his 
organs of perCej^tion might be in a dmordereti state ; and it)6fre espe- 
cially if the^phenb'menoin deported wai< the object brone pei^e|jtioh 
only I' for the chance of a fhenortienon being i^ally derived- frdni thfe 
material' #t)t4d at tlfe tifne it is perceived, is itidreasfed according to thfe 
number of- p«erc^pdve'«o^gans that recogriifee it. Si^ht is perhaps ibften- 
est made the fool 'of the other pert*epttons ; totidh being the^\6bereSt 
of judgment (imong all ^te cSOlleagues : f6r exampli},''th« ^lattce df 
hallucination T» mmh 'diminit^ied, 'if the dhjeet is bbVh seeh and he^rd 
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at tbe sanM time ; for it is not, of course, so eommon tbal; the organs 
of sigbt and bearing, even although they were both disorderedr should 
report the preseQce of the same object. In days of yore,, apparitions, 
hobgoblias, ghosts^ fairies, and water-kelpies, were often seen, but 
much seldomer both seen and heard at the same time ; being rather 
uncivil in the responsieDas we have heard — not speaking when spoken 
to : tlie eyes of our ancestors having oft been *^ made the fools of the 
other senses." In dreams, indeed, when the instruments of perception 
without the brain receive no impress from the material world arojund 
them, our conscieoce is as fully assm-ed of the reality of ijts objects as 
when we are awake ; but each perceptive organ, on these occasions^ 
confirms the testimony of all the rest, — each adds its respective evi- 
dence to the real existence of every thing perceived. Who, in the 
time: of bis dreams^ ever thought that he was dreaming ? His heart 
beatkng high with rapture, the dreamer will exclaim, *' I have dreamt 
of rifling from earth's bosom ' unsunned heaps * of hiilden treasure I 
But this is no dream ; it is reality : here are 

* a thousand fearful wrecks ; 

Wedges of gold, great anchors, heaps of pearl. 
Inestimable stones, unvalued jewels, 

Ail scattered in the bottom of the sea,' ' 

The spoils of wanderers over Oceaa*s waste domain. 
Who now hath fled, and left his booty all unguarded." 

Speaking pur^ely pihilosophically, then, and putting religion altogether 
out of the qi^estion, the natural history of human observation, or expe- 
rience jcan never be admitted as a test of the truth of phenomena of 
tho material universe : for may it not hi4)pen, that man shall discover 
some new imperceptible power, whose operation woqld control those 
whi<;h he already knows ? — Magnetism is a past instance of what we 
have been supposing to take place in the future ; and nothing can be 
more beautifully appropriate than the following illustrative argument 
of Bishop Watson of llandaff concerning that imperceptible power, in 
reference to what we liave just been stating. *' The laws of cavita- 
tion,'' says the Bishop, ** are the most obvioui^of all the law« of nature ; 
e|very person if^ every part of the globe must of necessity have had 
experience of them. There was a time when no one was acquainted 
ijicith th^ laws of magnetism : these suspend in many instances, the lawe 
of gravity ; nor caa I see, upon the principle in question, how, the vest 
of numkind conld have credited the testimony o| their first discoverer ; 
and yet to have rejected it, would have been to reject the truth. But 
that a piece of irop should ascend gradually from the earthy and fly at 
last with an inicreasing rapidity through the air ; and, attaching itself 
to apother piece of iron, qr to a particular i^cies of iron ore, should 
remain suspended) ici opposition to the action of its gravity, is conso- 
nant to the laws of nature. I grant it; but there was a time when it 
was contra^, I say not to the laws of natmre, hut to the uniform expe- 
rience of all preceding ages aqd countries ; and at that particular point 
of time, the testimony of an individual, or of a dozen individuals, who 
should have reported themselves eye-witnesses of such a fact, ought, 
according to your argumentation, to have been received as fabulous. 
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And what are those laws of natore, wfalch, yoo (Mr Edward Gibboir> 
think, can nerer be snspeiided ? are they not d i flfcusu t to dtffelvnr 
men, according to the diversities of their cotnpreii eHsio n and know- 
ledge ? and if any oiie of them (^lat, f&r kistBiioe^ which mlea the 
operations of magnetism or electricity) should ktk^e been known to yon 
or to me alone, whilst all the rest of the world wett onaeqnainted ^tb 
it, the effects of it woald have been n^wand wnheard-of in the annals, 
and contrary to the experience, of mankind ; and therefore ooght not, 
in your opinion, to hare been believed." 

Away, then, with these do^as of false pbdoet^by ! If men are 
really anxloos to extend the bomidaries of bnraan knowledge, the 
world of organic and inorganic matter Kes all before tbem where U^ 
choose. Let tbem sabject it to the bidden powers of natare as they 
will, observe the phenomena to which these powers give rise, and thus 
ascertain the laws of th^ir action. It has not been found that those 
who were the first to lead men into the tme path of physical science, 
and the first to follow in that path when so pointed 'Oat, were inidel^ 
in divine revelation. The author of thn indoctive method of philosO^- 
pby was a Christian. The discoverer of the laws of gravitation by that 
method was not only a Christian, but also a coomieBtator upon the 
prophecies both of Daniel and St John. For oar own humble part, 
we must sincerely say, that, so far from finding divine revelation incon* 
sistent with the profoumlest philosophy, we have always foond it Uie 
very reverse ; and that we wonder how any one can fail to be struck 
with admiration of the simpKcity and grandeur of the truths both of 
religion and philosophy, which are disclosed to ns in the Testaments 
of Heaven. Oft, when bewildered and dambfoandere<l by the specu- 
lations of men, have we turned to the pages of our Bible, to learn in 
simple language all the theology that man can ever know. Though 
human pride and human passion have often perverted to their own 
base purposes, the testimony of God's two Witnesses here below, yet 
they are still faithful cotmseliorS) to him who will examine them with 
singleness of heart, and an honest desire of leartiing what God requires 
of roan. With the humility and sincerity of a child have we perused 
their evidence ; and if, in any thing we shall advance in these disserta- 
tions, we shall be found to err against the standard of our established 
Church of Scotland, we shall do so unwittingly ; for we have not per- 
used its Confession of Faith. Nor mean we taread it ; for, if God 
be pleased to spare our life, we mean to devote some of our leisure 
hours to the study of some points of doctrine which have been the 
cause of some of its ministers being expelled from our national church ; 
and we would fain enter upon such study unbiassed, -^-^ for these men 
have told us that they are persecuted for the true faith nodeservedly. 
It was hut the other week that we stood within the walls of our native 
parish church, and heard ordained ministers of the Word of God pray- 
ing with the utmost sincerity for the removal of each others errors ; 
each intimating, in very plain terms, that the other was standing on 
the brink of a bottomless pit, which opened wide to swallow him. 
This should not have happened in the house of God ; for which among 
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the Bock sliall ilecifle, when tliair Uoclora disagree. But, to beliero 
wliat each of the casuists tben represented as ihe teoeta lield b^ hii> 
antagonist brother, it seemed as if Trach had got to the bottcim of tlwt 
hottouilesH pit irhicli yawned between them, and nothing bat the art 
of a Mortimer could call her from the rasty deep. Yet though, an 
the worthy oki Baronet observed, much might be aaiil on butli aiUea, 
we think that plain common sense might decide the question of con- 
troversy on that occasion, while one with moderate haste could repeat 
the Lord's prayer. It was upon the nature of our Saviour's humanity 
that the reverend gentlemen argued. Now, our Saviour's nature was 
simply two'fold, — it was human flesh and blond informed by the Spirit 
of God. Bat " the Besh profiteth nolhiii^," saya our Saviour of liim- 
self, Joiin, vi. 63. " It is the Spirit that qaicUuneth." Flesh in itsi'lf, 
indeed, can neither be holy nor unholy ; and when we find it said of 
«UE Saviour, that he was born in the iikeuess of sinFul fleah, the word 
" fleah" is there 6guratively used to signify man, Eallen man, a compounri 
being. Seemingly, however, to pat all cavijiing to rest upon the natari> 
of our Saviour while on earth, he is called by the angel "that holy thing" 
— holy in spirit — holy in ilesb — in every respect holy. No evil emo- 
tions, no wicked thoughts, no carnal desires, could liave arisen in Jesus 
Christ, even to be combated and overcome ; for had tbey so arisen, he 
had known tin, — which, we are told, " he knew not." All other 
argumentation upon so plain a point of doctrine, we hold to be loath- 
some equivocation and dishonest quibbling upon words ; denying in 
one place what is affirmed in another. Theology, as well as metaphy- 
sics, sometimes requires the aid of common sense, to rescue her from 
one of those perilous ledges on which she gets pitched in her ard'uonii 
attempt upon the rocky steep " where Fame's proud temple shines 
afar ;" and fi-oia which unhappy situation she can of herself get neither 
up nor down, hnt remains an object, not of applause, but of pity, to 
the leaiTied and the good. 

Having shewn divine revelation and true philosophy in consultation 
upon a metaphysical dogma, there is just one other subject which we 
would wish to illustrate by their united lighw. It is that of the visions 
of Daniel and St John. By the light of philosophy alone, we hare 
already shewn how easy it is to conceive, that the great Intelligence 
which operates perception and thought in man, could make him per- 
ceive what ideas lie pleased, provided that such ideas were made up 
of different parcels of those which had already been derived by bis 
perceptive organs from the material world. We say provided, — be- 
cause, although it ill becomes a creature to say that any thing is im.. 
po8«ihle for his Almighty Creator ; yet we may, perhaps, go so far 
without impropriety as to conjecture, that if God wished to commu- 
nicate ideas to man, which he had given him no perceptive organs to 
derive from the material world, the Grst thing that the Almighty would 
do, would be to furnish him with such organs. Suppose, for example, 
that a man bad been born with all his perceptive organs hut those of 
sight, both within and without the brain ; and that the Almighty had 
witthedlo communicate lo such s being ideas of light and culonrs, and 
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to unfoldy after his divine pleajBure, coloured imagea before his con- 
science ; it is likely, as far as our conceptions oaa carry us^ that the 
Almighty would furnish him first with the niateriaL apparajtus of Tisioa 
as it exists in man — rviz. with eyes to receive, the physical im^easioa 
of the rays of light — the pictures upon the ncrye of sight, and also with 
the organ of perception within the br«an to piercei?e such pictures : far 
both are equally necessary to vision.— ~Far he it ffooi us to suppose 
that it would be impossible for the Aimighty^ pn^vious lo such eudow-. 
ment with new organs of sight, to give to such, a belag as we have 
imagined the ideas of light and colours ; all we humbly submit is, that 
the manner we have pointed out is the most likely one in which we 
can conceive that God would accomplish such a thing. Accordingly^ 
if any one will be at pains to. examine the objects seen in tlieir visien^. 
by the prophets of sacred scriptune^ they will find, that, however ^lnr 
gular the images may be, and however different from any which it bad 
ever entered into the heart of man to conceive, they are, uotvf^ithaitand^ 
ing, made up of those which had been presented to their oonscieiiKe^al 
by their perceptive organs, which had derived tliem/&om the organic 
or inorganic world of matter. Accordingly, also> the glories of hea- 
ven, which man is perhaps unprovided with perceptive organs, to jwrv. 
reive, and which, therefore, he could form- no conception of^ our S^yin 
our does not attempt to describe, otherwise than by ^aying^ ^ ]Elye 
hath not seen, nor eai* heard, neither havie eateied iikft^ the heain^ oi 
mnn, the things which God hath prepated {qk the«i tbet lofe hwo,**-rr^ 
The truth is, that perception is t!ie fathec of conceptiei ; Q0 msn having 
ever conceived ideas, the elements of which he had v^i peevioualy 
perceived. The inhabitant of the sunny vaJky of the tropios^ w>h«i»e 
natural history extends no farther than the Immbile hills wbich- limit 
his horizon, will never once dream of standing upon sol«i W'aStar^ ifW 
has never in his lii'e seen ice. Though; the singular mannvr in which 
the images of Daniel and St John were compounded from Uioae Oif tlie 
material world is such as almost to. prove the divimty o^' their origin, 
yet the elementary images of which they were made up» had aU been 
treasured up in the panorama of the prophets' memory's ; for neither 
Daniel, nor St John, nor one of the prophets who saw yisions, was 
blind. That the figuie of the glorious personage which Daniel describes 
to us in chap. x. ver. 5, 6, was not imprtJ^ ted upon his retiaa, weate 
led to believe by his telling us, with all the simpli^iiy af trutJi, that 
the men who were with him saw not the vision. The image rou^t, 
therefore, have been produced by the divine power operating up«>n the 
organ of visual perception within the hraiii of the prophet : and who 
will deny to the Creator of man the power of controlling the circula- 
tion through the perceptive organs of his creatures, and of giving rise 
to what ideas he pleases ? But, after all, the divine origin of the visions 
of Daniel and St John must be established mainly upon the autliority 
of the Books in which they are recorded ; upon the characters, of these 
two persons themselves as handed down to us by human testimony ; 
and, above all, upon the ful61ment of the prophecies which such visions 
communicate : and this work has been written for the purpose of add* 
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in^ our mtbe to the treasrary of exposition of their pi-ophecies accom- 
plighed, a«d to «1>e«r thart, in the present day and generation, an event 
foretdd Ixy DanicA, Ibe man be1o«*ed of God, has ^dtaally cotne to pass 
in tlie very year in which he hml predicted it to happen. 

'Hrfring tsheo^h bom 'beautiftiHy ^e study of man 'through bis mate- 
rial lorgaitis iiltistrated' tin4 ($o^flmi^ dlrine rieve^lation, we have only 
fiirthep to "offer a few obsefwtions' npoh a very profound question inti- 
mately comH'cted wHh the subje^ of this work, before we close this 
Irrtrddfiction with some remarks upoin the types and interpretation of 
prophecy ; the more especially as this question has great light thrown 
upon it from some of the reasoning upon the human faculties already 
advanced.>-^Most of our readers will no doubt often have asked them- 
selves, How can ftituro events, aecomplished by the agency of man, 
be predicted by God, and y^t the wills of men be free, and their actions 
in i^elation to God be continigent, from which such events arise ? The 
question is not sotli^eult to answer as some would have us to suppose. 
Wef 'think that We faa>vtB'soHiciently shewn, that man cannot accomplish 
the slightetlt motion in his'body^ ii6r<even thfnk the thought that pre- 
cedes that motion, without the 'Operation in him of an intelligence far 
tTBflBcending hiff'own. HoW then, we would ask, can he be free, whose 
thoughts "and whose tnottons arise n<yt from himself? Some will tell 
us, perhaps, that it is the aoul or spirit of man within him which is 
possessed Of thut intelUgence, by which his functions and his faculties 
opera$e; Biiit again' We ftslc, what shall we isafy of the functions and 
facuities of the brutes, in ti-hich no spirit dwells, a#ifar as we are 
informed, • that surVivt^s their death ? — by what intelligence are con- 
sciousness, memory^ judgiment, and loco- motion operated in them ? 
The sciipicares tell Us that it is God which works in man both to will 
rmd to do of bis good pleteure ; and although they do not inform us 
on the same point as to the brute creation, yet there are many passages 
of 6ciripture< from which we may infer the same of the lower animals.* 
The fact t)f the matter is, that consciousness of freedom of the human 
will is itself an argument against that freedom ; for consciousness is 
the result of the operation of a foreign intelligence upon a material 
organ within the brain of man, of whose locality man is entirely igno- 
rant. Suspend for a minute the circulation of the blood through the 
brain, and where is consciousness then ? It is extinct. It may be 
said, certainly, that the higher orders of created intellect may perhaps 
be allowed by God both the knowledge and power to operate percep- 
tion, thought, and loco- motion in rhan ; but these creatures not having 
life in themselves, tb<iir facultieB must, in their turn, be operated by 
some?intelligence higher than their own : so that by reasoning in this 
manner we most come to God, who has life in himself, and whose 

* 1 Kiags^ scviL 3*^6—'* Get thee hetioe," says God to Elijah, " and turn thee 
eastward, and hide thyself bv the brook Cberith, that is before Jordan. And it shall 
be, that thou shalt drink of the brdok; and 1 have commanded the ravens to feed 
thcetlwfe. So fae'vrdnt H(nd did aceorOin|i^ unto the word of the Lord : for he went 
and dwelli hy tbe brook Dierith, that is before Jordan. And the ravens brought him 
bread and Hesh in the morning, and bread and flesh In the evening ; and he dmnk of 
the brook.** 
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faculties must be operated by bis own iDtelligence, and be altogether 
underived : and thus we attain to the great theological principle, God 
IS, and there is none else, — He is the original cause of all vital phe- 
nomena.^ 

If the will of man be free, we ask the Arminian, how comes Jere- 
miah, the man inspired of God, to tell us, that ** it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his own steps ;*' and how St Paul, that God works 
in man both to will and to do of his good pleasure ? how come the 
thoughts and intents of man to be all known to God ? and how can 
human actions be ruled to the accomplishment of the predicted pur- 
poses of God ? As far as human reason can judge, the thing is impos- 
fiible. It is the benevolence of the Almighty which has conferred upon 
his creatures the consciousness of freedom ; and we have only to look 
at the lower animals, whose fleeting period of existence is spent upon 
earth, to be convinced of the unbounded happiness which such con- 
sciousness communicates. See the feathered denizens of the air, and 
say, are they not the very minions of liberty, exuberant in the bliss of 
life ? Were the ravens that brought the flesh and the bread to the man 
of God, by the brook of Cherith, at the command of their Maker, less 
conscious of their freedom, when their wills were operated upon by 
him to do the deed ? Was the little inhabitant of the waters less sen- 
sible of liberty, when it brought in its mouth the tribute money of its 
Lord. The purposes of God's providence with man, however, extend 
beyond the grave. We see not all, and therefore cannot judge but 
unfairly of a fprt. We murmur at the partiality of God in attributing 
«in to us, and making only some of us elect from the foundation of the 
world. But what are we, that we should murmur against the ordina- 
tions of our Maker ? — pieces of clay informed by the almighty Archi- 
tect of life — one vessel made to honour, another to dishonour.f We 
are not our own. The soul of man is not an entity independent of 
God : and what can we say — we, who lead the innocent ox to the 
slaughter, and rob the noble horse of its liberty, laughing to scorn their 
plea of human injustice, if they had the voice to raise one — if God, 
who has put them into our power, should also give the higher orders 
of animal life the power of operating, unseen and unfelt, upon our 
thoughts and motions, and controlling them either to good or evil ? j: 

* Isaiah, xlv. 6, 7 — " I am .Tehovah, and none else ; forming light, and creating 
darkness ; making peace and creating evil. I, Jehovah, am the author of all these 
things." — LowTH. 

f Isaiah, Ixiv. 8 — " We are the clay, and thou our potter ; and we all are the work 
of thy hand." 

J Daniel, x. 13—" But the prince of t4ie kingdom of Persia withstood me one and 
twenty days : but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me ; and I 
remained there with the kings of Pei*sia." Mattliew, viii. 28 — 32—" And when he 
was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there met him two 
possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might 
pass by that way. And, behold, they cried out, saying. What have we to do with 
thee, Jesus, thou Son of Gk)d ? art thou come hither to torment us before the time ? 
And there was a good way off from them an herd of many swine feeding. So the 
devils besought him, saying. If thou cast us out, sufier us to go away into the herd of 
iwine. And he said unto them. Go. And when they were come out, they went into 
the herd of swine : and, behold, the whole herd of swine i*an violently down a steep 
place into the sea, and perished in the waters.*' 
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^ Av9.g9od:angelsyr' says St Paul, *^ not all ministering spirits, sent 
forth to minister to them< who«hall be. heirs of salvation ?" That spirits 
haire 'th& power -of controlling the human faculties, and also those of 
the lower animals, we have the authority of the New Testament to 
as8ucau9» Though the;¥/3]l of man be thus unconsciously controlled 
to servo .the great purposes of his Almighty Creator, yet it becomes 
him not to use. the conacioosness of liberty which ho possesses in the 
oommlssionof sin,, on 4be belief that his doom is irretrievably fixed ; 
hot rather to pray the Aknighty not to lead him into temptatioB, but 
to deliver him from evil* . . 

• Before closing this Introduction} we would offer a few words upon- 
the busiQ^ of the following; work*-— the study of the prophecies of 
3icred; scripture. This is a task which should not be lightly under-, 
lakftfl ;: and we would advise nobody^ to enter very seriously upon it, 
whose habits ^f attention have not been very considerably cultivated 
hy.vthe suidy offence. Reitetfate^i perusal of the prophetic text, 
however, and the most devoted and long-continued attention, are not 
^H that ere required for the successful study of prophecy ; faith is an 
indispensable 4|iiality in an interfireter. Many, a little hint is supplied 
^ithe faithful exfuositor o£ the propbetio' annals, that would be passed 
ever unregarded as- unmeaning, nonsense by the unfaithful : this is still 
more e^peciaily the case in the. interpretation of those prophecies which 
ijalateto thefutnre» where history is warning to confirm our conclu- 
sions*. The more deeply vthat any one enters upon the study of pro- 
phec^y the mora sensible will they become of the justiceMthis remark ; 
aiid,)C09seqiieatly,^ the ooaore disposed to rely upon the mnts furnished 
tb»m from the Bible, thaa upon all human speculation whatsoever. 
For our own part we^must declare, that we eould come to no conclu- 
sion that satisfied: our -mind till we. threw aside all interpreters, and 
hetook ourselves, with unwearied industry, to the study of the sacred 
text of prophecy itself. — It. were better, certainly, too, that the inter- 
preter of prophecy should be intimately acquainted with the original 
language in which i it is wiutten. The want of this accomplishment, 
however, need J^k deter any one from entering deeply Into the task 
of exposition, il.he.be. acquainted, with other languages 4n which literal 
and good translations, of the scriptures are given ; for, by aid of these, 
and the translations of particular passages given by learned com- 
menti^tors, he may easily supply almost all that his ignorance of the 
original language leaves deficient. We have found much assistance 
in our labours :from the Latin text of Tremellius, and also from the 
French version of the Bible — of the accuracy of both of which, as far 
m we are able to. judge, we aie disposed to think highly. In the 
Euglish version, by an erroneous conceit of the translator, words have 
been introduced in. Italics into some of the passages of Daniel about 
which this work is conversant, which have a tendency totally to alter 
the meaning of the text to a reader who understands no other language 
dian the English. This should never be done in the translation of the 
•scriptures. One instance we allude to is " daily sacrifice" occurring 
in Daniel no less than five times, and which is rendered in the Fiench 
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version, " le continue!," and in Tremellius's Latin, " jwgis cultus ;" 
the French heing the truest translation, no superfluous word being: 
introiluced, although Tremellius has given the proper signification ol' 
the text. And here we nnay observe, that whilst it bt'hoves the inter- 
preter to be so nicely critical in the language of prophecy, he should 
be no less attentive to the style of his own, when he professes to 
instruct other people. When so severe an exercise of the judgment i» 
required as in the exposhion of the mystical oracles of God concerning 
past and future history, it ill becomes a writer to indulge in flights of 
fancy, and to load his style with useless words. The language of 
commentators should be that of Euclid's Elements. At least if tbey 
will plume their wings and attempt a flight, let it be after their heavy 
task is done ; let not their fancy, in its madness, gambol from the task 
to which they have brought the reader s judgment, and leave it to stare 
agape, thus distracted from its subject. If the interpreter would mo^ 
ralise, also, upon his text, let him do so apart, and after he has found 
its meaning out. 

Prophetical narrative is either typical or untypicM. Of the former 
the reader will find an example in the seventh and eighth chapters of 
Daniel, and in almost the whole of the Apocalypse of St John ; of the 
latter, in the eleventh chapter of Daniel. I'he typical narratives in the 
two former of these examples, however^ are made much more intelligi- 
ble by the interpretation of angels than the plain narrative in the last. 
Now, concerning these types, we would have our readers expressly to 
understand, l||§t they never in a single instance are meant to denote a 
spiritual aposracy, a prevailing infidelity as to th^ true faith among 
men, as some of our late interpreters would have us to believe ; but 
that they are in every instance to be taken to signify an executor, or 
a series of executors of national or idolatrous power. This is a rule 
which should never be forgotten in the interpretation of prophecy ; 
and those who have broken through it, know well enough that they 
have nothing in prophecy fulfilled to justify their so doing. — We know 
well that it is fashionable in the world to make these types of pro- 
phecy a subject of ridicule. Not many years ago wd were too apt to 
speak with 'levity ourself of the sacred symbols of God's revelation. 
But ever since our curiosity was roused, by the lectures of the Reve- 
rend Mr Irving, to inquire into these things, we soon learnt to regard 
the emblems of God with solemn awe ; and never did any study afford 
us so much delight as the finding out, by renewed eontemplation, their 
characteristic propriety, and admirable adaptation to the things which 
they were designed to represent. We beseech you, reader, in our 
turn, to withdraw yourself from the number of the unthinking scoffers 
at the prophets of God ; and to ponder with reverential awe those 
transcripts from the book of his providence, which these men have 
handed down to posterity. Deem not you the language of Heaven 
a tissue of idle and unmeaning words, because you may not be able 
to find, in every particular, its meaning out. The Almighty has writ 
his annals of the future true. The heavens and the earth shall pass 
away ; but his words shall not pass away, till every jot, every tittle of 
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them all be fulfilled With the pencil of heaven, God's servants the 

prophets have depicted and bequeathed to posterity a panorama of 
futurity, wherein are symbollically set forth in succession the different 
foroQS of earthly power and idolatry. They have left us, as it were^ 
pictured chart of that portion of the stream of time, which lay between 
them and the great ocean of eternity, on whose banks we see rise forth 
in graphic splendour, the cloud-capt towers and gorgeous palaces of ' 
sovereign habitation, and the solemn temples of human idolatry ; while 
by low-lying clouds the meaner details of the bordering landscape are 
concealed from our view : that faithful men, when they compare the 
fiublimely graphic panorama of prophecy with the finished picture oif 
the past which History holds forth, may testify to their brethren of 
inankind, that the Almighty knew the end from the beginning, and 
that known unto him from the foundation of the world were all the 
acts of the children of men : that faithful men, too, when they unfold 
the pictured panorama of the future, and cast forth their contemplation 
4ipon that portion of the stream of time, which still lies between them 
and the ocean of eternity, might point out to future Christians the 
great headlands where those false deluding pilots resort, that would 
lead their little barks into the havens of idolatry, and so teach the 
faithful the course they ought to steer to those ** isles that, like to rich 
and various gems, inlay" the peaceful ocean of the blest. We beseech 
you also, reader, if you are yet uninitiated in the study of prophecy, 
to beware of the counsel of the spiritualizers, — those men who would 
explain away the faithful sayings of God into empty ins^ificance, and 
who will tell you that such and such events, set forth in prophecy, are 
to be accomplished only in a spiritual sense. Consult for yourself the 
exposition of prophecy fulfilled, and judge of that concerning the future 
by what you see of the past. Was the prophecy of Daniel concerning 
the first advent of our Saviour accomplished only in a spiritual sense ? 
No : seven weeks, and three score and two weeks, or 483 days (which 
in prophecy are reckoned years), from the year 457 B.C., when in the 
hands of Ezra the decree went forth to restore and to build Jerusalem, 
or in the year 26 a, c, did our Saviour enter upon his ministry 
clothed in human flesh and blood. Did the rise of the papal power and 
apostacy, that was typified by the little horn, which rose up among 
the ten horns of the beast representing the Roman commonwealth, 
receive only a spiritual fulfilment in a general apostacy or falling away 
of Christians from the true faith ? No : the type of the little horn was 
substantially represented by a succession of men, holding idolatrous 
power and rule upon the earth. In the same manner, then, let us 
look for the accomplishment of those prophecies which tell of the 
eecond personal advent of our Redeemer to this earth, in terms so 
much more express than Others do of his first, that the Jews entirely 
overlooked the prophecies accomplished by the latter, and thought our 
Saviour an impostor, because he did not come attended by that glory 
which so expressly characterises the former. Reader, be not a gieater 
cinbeliever in prophecy than the Jew, who, had he consulted the chro- 



28 INTRODUCTION. 

nological annals of Daniel, might have assured himself, within a ^ery 
few years, of the time of Emmanuels coming to the earth.* — There is 
another pieCe of advice which we would beg leave to tender to the 
yonng student of prophecy : it is, most carefully and minutely to study, 
and analyse, and collate with other passages, those expositions of the 
prophetical narrative which are given to the prophets by the reveallDg 
angels themselves. Surely no one will deny that the commentaries of 
the heavenly messengers of God should entirely supersede in authority 
those of man. Yet it is astonishing to -see how far such communica- 
tions have been disregarded by interpreters of scripture, who have 
assigned meanings to the text totally at variance with them. Nowhere 
is this disregard we speak of more remarkable than in the application 
of the vision in the eighth chapter of Daniel by Bishop Newton, to the 
Roman power at the time of the destruction of Jerusalem ; and in the 
still more incorrect application of it, as we shall see, by the Reverend 
Edward Irving and others, to Mahommed ; and in the derivation from 
it by these latter, of the year 1847 for the return of the Jews to the 
land of Judea. 

* Those who wish to be instructed of the proofs of our Saviour's second pergonal 
advent to this earth in power and glory, had best consult the excellent work upoa 
that subject by Mr Begg of Paisley, where they will meet with much to their satis- 
faction. 
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DISSERTATION I. 

I 

MORE ESPECIALLY RELATING TO THE PAPAL POWER. 



PART L 

Problem. — To determine the date of the close of ^ period of supre- 
macy of the Papal power, or of die 1260 years as propheticaUy 
given in the ^^ forty and two mont/iSy' in chap. xiii. verse by of the 
Apocalypse of St John. 

We have already informed the reader that it is now, as far as we can 
remember, about five years ago since we heard the Reyerand Edward 
Irving deliver a few cursory lectures upon prophecy in the church of 
Annan. Among other things in these lectures, we were much struck 
with the reverend gentleman's obtaining 1792, the year of the French 
Revolution, by adding 532, the year of our Lord in which the supre- 
macy of the Pope was established by an edict of the Emperor Justi- 
nian, to 1260, the number of years of the papal period as given in the 
Revelations. A result seemingly so remarkable roused our curiosity, 
and we determined to investigate the matter, and satisfy ourself of the 
reality of a conclusion, of the correctness of which Mr Irving express- 
ed himself so confident ; and the justice of which certainly appeared 
to receive considerable support fronii the great blow which the power 
of the Pope sustained from the French Revolution. 

Being as ignorant at that time of the coincidence of prophecy with 
history as any one could well be, we procured and read as a guide 
upon that subject the excellent and learned work of Bishop Newton. 
Towards the solution, however, of the problem that we had proposed 
to ourself; we could meet with nothing that could enable us to come 
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to a satisfactory conclusion. We next looked over Mr Irving's book 
upon prophecy, a work which has made some little noise in these 
islands, from a remarkable result of interpretation it contains, concern- 
ingf the return of the Jews to the Holy Land in the year 1847. But 
we found, that in the interpretation of the holy text which had led the 
reverend gentleman to this conclusion, as well as to that concerning 
the year 1792 being the close of the papal period, he had been equally 
mistaken : the *' two thousand and three hundred days" in Daniel, viii. 
14, being in the original to be rendered ** two thousand and three hun- 
dred evenings and mornings," or absolute days, to distinguisb them from 
days which in prophecy regarding dates are taken for years ; and no 
event in the year 1792 befalling the empire of Germany, or Holy 
Roman Empire, as it was impiously called, from the kingdoms or horns 
of which the Pope, as we shall see, derived his power, but only a renun- 
ciation of the papal sway by one of them. 

Having thus been able to obtain no satisfactory information concern- 
ing the solution of oar problem from either of these two writers, and 
not caring to consult any more, even had they been at hand, we resol- 
ved diligently to study the text of the Bible itself. We begab to reflect, 
too, that if the date of the conclusion of the papal period could be 
determined by data furnished by the sacred scriptures themselves, such 
a determination of it might be relied on with perfect confidence, to the 
utter exclusion of every result arrived at by the assumption of any 
<late of the establishment of the Pope's supremacy taken from profane 
history. Turitfpg, then, to the text of Daniel, who may truly be call- 
ed the wonderml numberer, and who is the only chronologer of Jewish 
and Gentile prophecies yet to be fulfilled, we s(»on found reason to be 
satisfied that the date of the termination of the papal period of 1260 
years could not be determined till after it had actually transpired ; it 
having been concealed from human knowledge by God's appointment 
till that time ; and that the number of years between a well-known 
date in profane history, the third year of Cyrus, or 534 years B.C., and 
the conclusion of the papal period, was contained in an algebraical 
formula given by Daniel, containing an unknown quantity, with an 
unknown co-efficient ; the numerical value of which formula could not 
be resolved, except by a key furnished by a nH>re special revelation of 
number in the Apocalypse. — But that our readers may more fully 
understand the import of what we have here stated, it will be neces- 
sary to Ornish them with a compendious interpretation of the tenth, 
eleventh, and twelfth chapters of Daniel. 

Daniel informs us, in chapter x., that in the third year of Cyrus, or 
the 534th year b. c, he was by the side of the great river Hiddekel, 
when he lifted up his eyes, and ^i||^eld a glorious personage, the sight 
of whom had such an extraordinary effect upon his feelings, as to cause 
him to fall prostrate on the ground. To reassure and strengthen him, 
it seems that no fewer than three different personages were appointed ; 
the first of whom informs the prophet that he is come to shew him what 
shall befall his people in the latter days, — for yet, he adds, the vision 
is for man?/ days — or literally, for yet the yision for days ; the iast, that 
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be will shew htm ^ that which is noted in the scriptnre of truth :*' as if 
the history of the world, to the very end of time, were all written out 
in the Book of Providence, and angels, at God's good pleasure, were 
permitted to read it there : accordingly, this last angel proceeds to 
give the prophet a history of the Roman earth from the third year of 
Cyrus, the very date at which he was speaking, till the first resurrection^ 
from the dead, and the return of the Jews to their land of Palestine. 
" Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia" (* *' Cam* 
byses, the son of Cyrus ; Smerdis the Magian, who pretended to be 
another son of Cyrus, but was really an impostor ; and Darius, the son 
of Hystaspesy who married the daughter of Cyrus*') ; '* and the fourth*' 
(Xerxes) *' shall be far richer than they all : and by his strength 
through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm of Grecia. 
And a mighty king" (Alexander the Great) '* shall stand up, that shall 
rule with great dominion, and do according to his will. And when^ 
he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be divided 
toward the four winds of heaven ; and not to his posterity, nor accord- 
ing to his dominion which he ruled : for his kingdom shall be plucked 
up, even- for others beside those." f *' It is to be observed," say» 
Jerome, " that after mentioning the four kings of Persia who followed 
Cyrus, be omitteth nine, and comes immediately to Alexander. For 
the prophetical spirit is not careful to follow the order of history, but 
only to glance at these things which are more remarkable." '* Xerxes," 
says Bishop Newton, ^^ was the principal author of the long wars and 
inveterate hatred between the Grecians and the Peraipps ; and as he 
was the last king of Persia who invaded Greece, he is mentioned last. 
The Grecians then in their turn invaded Asia ; and Xerxes' expedition 
being the most memorable on one side, as Alexander's was on the other, 
the reigns of these two are not improperly connected together." Alex- 
ander, in the fulness of his power and glory, died of a fever at Baby- 
lon. " He was succeeded," says Bishop Newton, j: '' in the throne 
by his natural brother, Philip Aridaeus, and by his own two sons^ 
Alexander Aegus and Hercules : but in the space of about fifteen years 
they were all murdered, and then the first horn or kingdom was en- 
tirely broken. The royal family being thus extinc^ the governors of 
provinces who had usurped the power, assumed the title of kings ; and 
by the defeat and death of Antigonus in the battle of Ipsus, they were 
reduced to four, Cassander, Lysimachus, Ptolemy, and Seleucus, who 
parted Alexander's dominions between them, and divided an^r settled 
them into four kingdoms." '* But though the kingdom of Alexander," 
says Bishop Newton, in another part of his work,§ " was divided into 
four principal parts, yet only two of them have a place allotted in this 
prophecy, Egypt and Syria. Thew^Jfmo were by far the greatest and 
most considerable ; and these two Wone time were in a manner the 
only remaining kingdoms of the four ; — the kingdom of Macedon 
having been conquered by Lysimachus and annexed to Thrace ; and 

* Bishop Newtoa on the Prophecies, Dissertation xvi. 
t Jerome, quoted by Bishop Newton, Dissertation xvii. 
\ Dissertation xv. § Disseitation xvi. 
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Lysiuuicbus again haviog been conqnered by Seleucus^ and tbeiiittgw. 
doms of Macedon and Tbrace annexed to Syria. TbeM twoUkomiaai 
continued distinct kingdoms, after the others, were awalloired upbfr. 
the power of the Romans. • Bat there is a more proper and peculiaK: 
reason for enlarging upon these two particularly ;< because Judeay. lyings 
between them, was sometimes in the possession oi the kings of Egypt^- 
and sometimes of the kings of Syria ; and it is the pmpose of hely. 
scripture, to interweave only so much of foreign afiairs, as hath. soma 
relation to the Jews : and it is in respect to their situation to Jndeg^ 
that the kings of Egypt and Syria are called the kings of the soui&i 
and the nor A:" We have thought proper to quote thus extensively^ 
from the work of Bishop Newton ; for nothing of ouracould -be ao» 
appropriate to the purpose of explaining to our readers the aubjecll: oi- 
the prophetical narrative of chap, xi., between verses 6 aD4 30 inoliK 
sively, the critical interpretation of which we had not materials at hand 
to enter into in an original manner; but for a full exposition of.wUcl^. 
we mvst refer the reader to the Bishop s more elementary work : jovo^ 
hairing no pretension to such a character, being only a disserlatie^ OA: 
those parts of the prophetic scriptures which relate to the AntjohiwtiBSl. 
powers, adapted to the capacity of those who .have made soma little* 
progress in the art of interpretation. — The coincidence of the pentiaa 
of .the eleventh chapter of Daniel lying between verses 5 and .30 uidHf 
sif^ely, was so exact with history, ** that Porphyry," says Biabofi New;^, 
ton, *^ could not pretend to deny it ; he rather laboured to confirm iv 
and drew thi% Inference from it, that the prophecy was so very exact* 
that it could not possibly have been written before, but mast have henm. 
written, in, or soon after, the time of Antiochus Epipbanes,. all 'being 
true and exact to that time, and no farther. Others after, biin Jbaitcr 
asserted the same thing, not only without any proof, but. contrary 49^ 
all the proofs which can be had in cases of this nature, as.it liathbeeft 
shewn in a former dissertation. The prophecy, indeed,is WDnderf«41y 
exact to the time of Antiochus Epiphanes ; but it is equally so> bji^ad 
that time, as you will evidently perceive in the sequel, whiob canoiH 
all with any propriety be applied to Antiochus, but extends to rem^Her 
ages, and reaches to the general resurrection." • The. rvadei muai 
understand, that the prophetical narrative to the close of chap«.xife vw 
30, brings us down to the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, kiogoCtbe 
north, or of Syria ; and that it is to him that the personal prenonns 
<' him^WM^d " he" in chap. xi. v. 30, and the possessive pronecun .'^ his'.' 
in V. SI, refer : the remainder of the chapter, from the word ^' strength7 
in V. 31, being altogether devoted to the history of the Antichrii^aa 
powers ; that of the papal power beginning with v. 32, and ending 
with V. 35 ; that of the second'Apitichristian power b^;inning wub. w* 
36, and ending with the chaptem 
^ After the testimony of Porphyry to the exact coincidenee mtb 
history, of the portion of chap. xi. above pointed out^— of Porphyry » 
who had access to so many histories concerning the matter, wbict^ 
have not reached us, we were indeed surprised when we found Mr 
Irving applying the prophetical narrative of chap. xi. fronv the.:begia- 
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iring of T. 21, to the end of v. 39, to Bonaparte : thus appropriating 
to the actions of one individual man, during the short period of about 
twenty years, almost half of a narrative compendiously relating to us- 
the history of a period, which, according to Mr Irving's own allow- 
ing, must reach from the third year of Cyrus, or 534 years b% c, to^ 
at least, the year 1847, and thus extend to 2381 years. Surely, 
if Mr Irving bad, like Sterne's critic, taken a pair of compasses and 
measured the eleventh chapter, he must have staggered his preceptor, 
Mr Frere, " to whose personal instructions he owes all his know- 
ledge of the divine prophecy." To this criticism with the compasses 
we shall merely add the following questions : — Did Bonaparte '* exalt 
himself, and magnify himself above every God ?" Did Bonaparte not 
regard " the desire of women?'* What God did Bonaparte honour 
with gold and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things ? 
And now, when the ashes of the warrior rest in their bier on his 
prison isle of the deep, how shall he arise before the first resurrection^ 
of the dead, to achieve the rest of his story set forth in the annals of 
the prophet, from the time when the king of the south shall '* push- 
ftt him, and the king of the north shall come against hitn like a whirl- 
wind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships," till 
the time when Daniel shall stand in his lot at the end of the days, 
which, according to Mr Irving*s own chronology, must needs be in 
the year 1867, or 75 years after the year 1 792, his end of the papal 
period ? Truly, the allied powers of Europe had better renew their 
cordon salutaire upon the steeps of the ocean rock, lest a fiery flying 
spirit again should reach them from over the waters. 

Verse 3 1 — " And arms shall stand on his part, [et brachia stabunt 
ab ipso,] and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall 
take away the daily sacrifice^ and they shall place the abomination- 
that maketh desolate." The ** his " in the English version evidently 
refers to Antiochus Epiphanes, king of Syria ; and the meaning of 
the expression, ^ arms shall stand on his part," or, *' brachia stabunt ab 
ipso," must unquestionably be taken to signify, that human power or 
force, succeeding to Antiochus Epiphanes, shall stand in Syria. The 
word sacrifice in the English version has no word corresponding to 
it, as our readers well know, in the original Hebrew, and is very im- 
properly introduced here, from an erroneous conceit of the translators, 
they having thought that the same power which polluted the sanctuary 
of strength, also took away the daily offering at the temple ; and that 
it was the religion of the Jewish people that was meant by the words 
m the original text, translated by Tremellius, in his Latin version, 
^ jngis cuUus^ " the constant worship, and most literally and most 
correctly in the French version, ^* Kcontinuel," or, the continual. 
The meaning of the verse is evidently this, — Human power shall 
stand up in the dominion of Antiochus Epiphanes, (that is, in Syria,) 
and it shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and it shall take away 
the continual worship, and it shall place the abomination that maketh 
deeolate. We perceive, from a quotation given by the Bishop from 
Sir JflNMie Newton 8 Observations on Daniel, that this illustrious per- 

£ 
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son is of opinion that it was the Roman anns, in their wars with the- 
Jewsy " that polluted the sanctuary of strength^ and took atuxn^ the 
daily sacrifice, and then placed the abomination ofdesokUionJ' High, 
however, as the authority of such an intellect as that of Sir Isaae 
Newton must be, on any point which it undertook to investigate, 
yet we would, with all due deference, beg leave to differ from that 
eminent man as to the sei^e which be assigns to v. 31. Sir Isaac 
here imputes to the Roman arms, within little more than a century 
after the birth of our Saviour, all the three perpetrations mentioneci 
in V. 31 ; but we humbly presume, that all we are justified in ooih 
cludittg from the text is, that human power or force standing in Syria 
shall do the three acts mentioned in that passage, without assigning the 
power or force to any particular single nation, or giving it any other 
name than arms or human power, or any other local habitation than 
Syria, the kingdom of Antiochus Epiphanes. With Sir Isaac Newton 
we perfectly concur, however, in thinking, that the Roman arine 
under Titus the emperor perpetrated the first of the three acts-— viz; 
that they polluted the sanctuary of strength, or the temple of the Jews> 
but we would beg the privilege of differing from that illustrions person 
altogether, in assigning to the Roman arms, within the time specified 
by him, the other two remaining acts mentioned in v. 31 — vizw the 
taking away of the *' jugis cultusy* and the placing of the abomination 
that maketh desolate : for we do contend, Ist, That, even supposing 
the words rendered in our version, *' daily sacrifice^ and in Tremel* 
Ihis's Latin, " jugis cuMus,' did mean the worship by daily offerings at 
the temple, &c., it was not taken away by the Roman arms, but had 
ceased to be the true mode of worship some time before the destruc- 
tion of the city and temple of Jerusalem : for our readers must under- 
stand, that ever since the promulgation of the law from Mount Sinai,, 
the jugis cultus, or constant true worship, was according to the Mosaic 
covenant ; but that the worship ceased to be according to this cove- 
nant ever since the preaching of John the Baptist, when the Clui8tia& 
worship superseded it altogether ; *' the law and the prophets," sa3ro 
St Luke, ** were until John ; since that time, the kingdom of God is 
preached.*' So that, at the time the temple and city of Jerusalem were 
destroyed by the Roman arms, the worship by the daily sacrifice was- 
not the ''jugis cultus,* and therefore the '' jugis eultus' was not taken 
away at the time of the sack of Jerusalem by the Romcm power. 2d, 
That tbe abomination that maketh desolate, so far from being placed 
by the Roman arms a few years after the death of our Saviour, is 
to be placed, on the ccmtrary, a few years before his second ac|vent in 
power an<l glory ; for it will appear from the exposition which we 
shall give of the xziv. chap, of ^ Mattliew, that our Saviour^nume- 
rates the standing of the abomittlition of desolation in the holy place, 
Jerusalem, as one of the signs immediately precursory of his second 
advent; and we are informed by the prophet Daniel accordingly, 
that at the time of the end, the wilful king, whose history commences 
with Daniel, xi. 36, shall set up his palaces between the seas m the 
glorious holy mountain, at that time of great trouble alluded to by our 
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ISaviour, Matthew, xxiv, 21, when, according to Daniel, xii. 1, the 
•people of the Jews are to be delivered. - 3d, That it clearly appears 
irom Darnel, xii. 11, that the setting up or placing of the abomination 
that maketh desolate, is an event posterior in date at least to the 
close of the papal period, and therefore must be, as we shall see, yet 
4a the womb of futurity. But although we have thus expressed our 
dissent from the interpretation which Sir Isaac Newton has given of 
•^vw 31, as to the time at which the two last of the acts mentioned there 
were perpetrated ; yet we do not at present find it convenient to 
«nter into a detail of our own views as to the dates of these two acts, 
and the powers by which they were effected, till we come to the expo- 
sition of the eighth chapter of Daniel in our Second Dissertation, 
when we shall have occasion to treat of the taking away of the daily 
«aerifice, as well as the setting up of the abomination that maketh de- 
solate : we shall only express our opinion in the meantime, that the 
polluting of the sanctuary of strength, and the taking away of the 
daily sacrifice, and the placing of the abomination that maketh deso- 
late, seem to be separate acts divided from each other by two long 
intervals of time. 

Verse 32 — '* And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall 
ite corrupt by flattmes : but the people that do know their God shall 
be strong, and do exploits. 33. And they that understand among 
the people shall instruct many : yet they shall fall by the sword, and 
by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, man^. days. 34. Now when 
^hey shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help : but many shall 
cleave to them with flatteries. 35. And soms of them of understand- 
ing shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even 
to the time of the end : because it is yet for a time appointed." It 
must be here carefully observed, that the " he** in v. 32 cannot, by 
any means, be made to refer to Antiochus Epiphanes ; for arms in 
Syria, succeeding to him, are said to have polluted the sanctuary of 
strength, which arms, from the very nature of the deed which they 
are said to perpetrate, must be the Roman arms, since it was they 
which destroyed the Jewish city and temple ; and since, at the date 
at which they did this, the Christian covenant was the true one : the 
^* he ** in v. 32 must needs, therefore, relate to the power of the 
Roman commonwealth ; and the covenant, in the same verse, must 
necessarily be the Christian covenant. But we are led to believe, 
from V. 33, that the *' he '* refers not to the successive emperors of 
Rome, but to the Popes with the power of the Roman empire at 
their command ; for, from that verse, we are given to understand 
that they who are acquainted with the true method of Christian 
worship, and instruct others therein^^all fall by the sword, and by 
flame, by captivity, and by spoil, days, there being no word corres- 
ponding to man^ in the original. Now, it is well known to those 
who are in the slightest degree conversant with the study of prophecy, 
that the supremacy of the papal power was to continue for a period of 
1260 days, to be interpreted years ; and it is equally well known, 
that no separate period was marked out for the sway of the successive 
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imperial heads, inU ib so far a« thay imparled to the Popes the «powier 
which they poaaeaaed ; and it is also weU known what aft iaveteraite' 
•eiiemy the papal power has always been against the tme covenant oC 
Ihe Ohriatian religion. It is, moreover, of the highest conseqoancB t» 
remark here, that as before the time of the preaching of St John this^ 
Baptist, those powers alone were taken notice of in the propheticai 
jKirratire, which warred against the elect people and chorch of God 
at Jerusalem — viz. the kings of the north and soath, or of Syria and 
Egypt ; ao, after tiie Jews are banished, and the Christian chorch is 
the elect of God, the next power that will succeed in the narraitive 
will he one directed against the Christian covenant, which, however^- 
bes'no peculiar nation for its locality ; and, accordingly, we have^ in 
the ab«we quoted narrative, the persecution of no single nation or 
people, but only of those who understand the true Christian cof^enant* 
itt its purity of faith and worship. Though the narrative of rv'S:^,^ 
S3, 34, and 35, comprising a period of 1260 years, must needs be 
very succinct, and therefore obscure, yet we may venture, after w^tac 
tva have said, to paraphrase it thus : — And such as do wickedly 
against the Christian covenant shall the Popes cause to dissemble^ and 
t^ assume the appearance of that holiness which they do not really 
possess ; and thus, by an outward show of what they are (Utterly 
destitute of, more easily ensnare men under their power and influence); 
bttC the 'people that do know Uieir God, (tlie Protestant Swedesmder 
Gustavua Adolphus, and the Protestant Britons,) shall be strong, and 
4do exploits. And they among the people who shall understand the 
i^hristian ca>venant in its purity, shall instruct many ; yet they shall' iali 
by the sword, and by fiame, by captivity, and by spoil, during a period 
l[if 1260 years. Now when they, the Protestant followers of the true 
^aith, ^hail fall, they shall be holpen with a little help ; but many hy- 
pocrieicaland false professors shall cleave to them with flatteries; «sd 
Dome of them of understanding Khali fall to try them, and to pul*geySwd 
^o make them white, even to the time of the end [^* temps marqu6^'' 
'^ tempus determinatum'*] : because it is yet for a time appointed. 
This verse seems to close the narrative of the papal power, and yet At 
the same time points out its continuance in being; for v. 36 evidently 
^eommences with the story of a power which is altogether different in 
diaracter from the papal. Concerning the exposition of v. 35^ we 
iikn propeHy add nothing more at present; but we shallrecur to it 
again in the explanation of the next chapter, which we are just about 
to enter upon. 

The last act of the wilful king, whose narrative commences at diap. 
xi. 3d, is the planting of his palaces between the seas in the glorious 
holy moiintain of Jerusalem, in the beginning of chap. xii. we have 
the angel informing Daniel, that at a certain time, into the date of 
which we are not at present px'epared to inquire, there shall be a time 
of great trouble, such as never was since there was a nation ; when 
^\\e people of the prophet are to he delivered (from their captivity 
among the uaiions?) in chap. xii. 4, Daniel is told to .shut up the 
•woitls, and seal the book even to the time -of >the end (the >^ lempilB 
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<k»teni|iDatitma^';i and the angel «cld8«iby> way of chatwct^ut^iof U^at 
dcrlermiiied tkne, that many sbail run to and £ro, and knowledgeiishfiiU^ 
be inm^ased : a prediotioa whicb tke- veader will see was rremaKkabiy^ 
verified^, wheR' wo shili have eviablished, . from the numericid data«iilE 
Daniel' in this chapter and ihe Apocalypse^.the date of the ^teropiis 
deteraupatana,'^ the determined' timoker^ mentioned. Daniel then 
infonxia. ud^ r^ 5, that he looked,' aod behold, there stood other XyvM 
meD) one' on this. aide of the bank (or lip) of the rirer Hiddeke) os 
w>hichih6 waaataadin^, and the otljer onthat side of the bank of th^ 
river (or < on the ri?er) ; the. latter of whom^ according to TremelliusVs 
version, aaid »to the man clothed in linen which was upon the waters 
e£ tba mer/ How long shall it be to the end of these wonders ? Now 
tfae reader miie^ be careful to observe, that the personage who asks 
this jfaestion of- the man clothed in linen which was upon the waters 
of the river, was standing upon the water of the rives Hiddekel on the 
24th; day of the first month of the third year of Cyrus^ oranuthe^year 
SSt^'BiOif and tJbat he asks how long it shall be from the moment he 
i« speaking, ;to4he. last act mentioned in the narrative which the angel 
had jast given to Daniel, — how long it was from the year. 534 £..(}•» 
till the. Ume when the. power designated by the king that^ shall. do 
according to his twill (chap. xi. 36), shall plant his ; palaces between 
the seas in the, glorious holy mountain of Jerusalem. Daniel next teUb 
us, that he A^lieard the man clothed in linen which was upon the waters 
of.ithe.iriTer,>wheahe held up his right hand and his left/ hand nun to 
heaven^ and swaj^e by him that liveth for ever, that it shall he/ for)». 
tiooe,' times, and a half (a part of a time) : and when ho" (the man: dad 
in liaen which was upon the waters of the river) *< shall havie-^aceow^ 
plished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall 
be finished." Now, one would have thought that the period of liune 
comprehended in the algebraical formula, " time, times, and.apartoC^a 
time," laid between the third year of Cyrus, or the year 534 Bw c, and 
the date of the last act of the narrative of chap, xi., or the time when 
the wilful king of chap. xi. 36, establishes himself at Jerusalem, had 
the man upon the waters added nothing after the formula of time ; 
but: it seems from what he has added, that the end of (he. wonders, or 
the > last act of the narrative of chap, xi., was synchronous, not with 
the close of the period of time comprehended in the formula, but with 
the date when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the 
holy people. The close of the period of time comprehended in the 
formula, must therefore correspond to some part of the narrative before 
its end; and the difficulty is in finding out at what part of the narrative 
of chap. xi. the close of that period falls in. Let us see if we cannot 
derive any. /hint from an analysis of the following verses, mhii^h may 
«nable ua to solve this difficulty. Daniel proceeds to hiform us that 
he heard, .but he understood not. Then said Daniel, my <Lord, 
what shall be the end of these tilings ? or, as Bishop Newton Wiakes 
it,- What. or^ how. long shall be these latter times or. latter wonders? 
And the:raan clothed in linen which was upon the waters of the liver 
naW^ .Go 4by way, Daniel ; for the^words ara.closed.up,/ and sealed 
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till the time of the end ['* temps mtrque," ^* tem^s detenmnajlain^]] 
*«^that 18, as we uBfleretatid the meaning of'tbese lexpretsionBytliattbe 
fonnula inxii. 7 containing tlie number fro« which the date^of the latt 
act of the narrative of chap. xi. shall be det^rmiaed/shali not Ik deoi^ 
phered tiHa date called in the EngHsh version'** the time of the end/* 
«nd in' the French, ** temps merque," and in TnemelKvs's Latin,* '^^tem^ 
pus determinatum," shidl have tmnspired. But here again the< diffi* 
culty recurs anew, how are we to find at what part of the nartatm'of 
chap* xi. this ** temps marque/* this** tempus detierminatnm/' faUs iaZ 
Proceeding to v. 1 0, the angel makes use of an expresMon therev 
abruptly introduced, and entirely without meaning or parpoee, vnless 
it; be designed -as a hint to lead Us to that part of the narratm where 
the ** time of the end,'* the ** temps marque,** the ** tempus determi 
naturn,*' fieills^ in. ** Many shall be purified, made white, and trted^I 
These very words occur in v. 35,' conjoined with the vevy expressions, 
^ time of the end,*' ** temps marque,** and ** tempus determinataan,-' 
in the English, French, and Trefenellius's Latin* verdons respecli^^ely; 
which verse closer as we have seen, the narrative of <lhe papal pewer. 
Ph)ceeding on the assumption, then, that the close of the period ef 
lime contained in the indeterminate algebraical formula is synchronous 
'With that part of the narrative ending with v. 35, let os endettvour to 
^d the numbers contained in that formula, from which alofie the date 
of the close of the papal period of supremacy is to be detenxbiaed ; fer 
we know no other period of time given in chaps, xi. and xii. begin- 
ning with a known date in profane history. , r 

Hie problem we propose to ourself, then, is to resolve the fbr- 
mula contained in Daniel, xii. 7, into plain numbers. Whatever 
period of time we assign to the word '* tinie,^' it is evident that the 
expression, *< time, times, and a part of a time,** must signify one tiine, 
together with some unknown multiple of a time, and some unknown 
fraction of a time. It is also plain, that, though we did know the 
space of time comprehended in the word ** time,** tb& expression, **^ titne, 
times, and a part of a time,** would still be indeterminate, and migl^ 
be resolved into an infinity of numbers ; the multiple, and part of a 
time, or, to speak algebraically, the co>>efiiGient; would atill be an 
unknown quantity. Regarding the extent of time comprehended in 
the word ** time,'* however, revelation has not left us in the dark. 
Every one in the slightest degree conversant with the text of the pro- 
phet Daniel will know^ that the period of the paplil supremacy is given 
hy him, chap. vii. 25, in an indetemiinate formula, similar to ^^that 
which we are just considering-; and that that indeterminate fomnila^ 
comprehending the period of the papal domination^ is resolved into 
l^n numbers by a more special revelafion of St John in the Apo« 
calypse, where, in chap. xi. 2, we have the papal period stated to be 
** forty and two months ;" and in chap, xii^ 6, to be a thousand twd 
hundred and threescore days ; and in <^p. xiii« 5, aigain to be ** forty 
<ind two months.** The time^ and times, Mid the dividing oi time, in 
chap. vii. 25^ is, therefore, equivalent to three andabaifyear^* Now, 
assumingy for the sake of eimpKcity, a time to' be a year ; and taking 
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the« least t)(Hi4tif^& 0^ ^a-^lime to; ftpresent times^ afnd ihe Binplesl . frttei^ 
tBOn of a timef ^'1^ hatf -a tioiey ttotfepresenl/ tbe diFiding of time^bwer 
shall thus haFB ''a^tiiiie) iiiiiefl> aad tbe^dtndbg of time,*' eqaal tbdHsd 
and a half yeas8)^he«zminberio£>yeart inAbQipapal periodv 'as -giving is 
the Apocalyp«e. We have thas^ navr, feand a keyv by which w» «hfd) 
be able to decipher ihe formida in, Darnel, Mil. 7, and reduce h 
into plain numbers. The word ^< time'' in that forumla nust hene^ 
be taken to denote a year of 360 days,' which, according to the aslial 
method of interpcetiog, must be reckoned years. The wwd *'timei> 
mnBti inlikemannea, be taken to denote some indefinite multiple >of 
360i years ; aad the expression,/* a part ol a time/' must be taken ti> 
denote half a time, or 160 years* It is evident, therefore, that tiM 
formula, ^^ time, times, and a part of a time," will thus be redolv^ed 
into an infinity, of nsmbers ; for although tbe first and last terms of it 
are constant quantities, the middte term must vary according to wh^ 
nrakiple of a time is taken, a We shall thus obtain a vast variety of 
nvmbers of years, beginning with tlie > third year of Cyru% ior S34 
years B* c* at the termination of some one of which the papa) pieriod 
should end; and by subtracting from eaish" of these numbers th^ 
number of years. they comprehend before the Christian era, wo shall 
obtain the various years of our Lord, on some one of which the 126Q> 
years of the papal supremacy ^ould close. : The series of nombem 
will stand thui( :—- 

'r*-s. Trs. Yrs, Trs. Tn, Trs. ' " 

S60atimc. 360 a time. 860 a time. 360 a time. 860 a time. 360 a time'.' 
7$K) 2 tinies. 1080 3 times. 1440 4 times. ISOO 5 times. 2160 6 times. 25$90 7 times. 
1^ i a time. 180 1 a time. ISO k a time. ISQ | a time. 180 k a time. 180 1 a tioie . 

laSO 1620 1S8& 2340 2700 3060 ^^ 

534 534 , 53^ 534 . S34 §34 , . .^.^ 

726 1086 1446 1806 2166 2326 -'-^ 

;Sneh aro the ^different years o£ our Lord, in. some one of which tl|e 
pmod^ 1260 years, ol the papal supremacy^ should terminate. Let 
us by reasoning endeavour to determine on which one of them that 
event is likely to. fall out. ^ On the first of th^tse dates^ the year 12&^ 
the papal period could not terminate, for in that case i^ must hav» 
heg«fi in the third year of Cyrus, or 534 years b* cu; 1264^ year* 
backwards from 726 leading us to the third year, of Cyrus. NeitheiSr 
it is evident, could the period of papal supremacy end in the secoii4 
of the above dates, the year 1086 ; for then the papal period must 
have conunenoed !l74 years bw a, which is quite absurd. Neither 
is it at. aU probable that idie papal period should close in the thurd 
of i these datesy the -year 1446; for, in that case, it must have begw^ 
in Ah B«-1S6, <a date at which} nothing bearing tlie < slightest reaoii* 
bkace to thot papal: apostacy had been set lipj' the «mperor Con^ 
sitantine having, .begun his raign< only in the year 3(06,). 120 yeara 
aft^svRards. Jtisi highly feasible, on the contrary, that the period of 
the papal. suptemacy should have terminated at the Ibpr^ of these 
datei^ tbe^year. 1B06;$l< for 1260 years backwards fiam.that 4ate bdaga 



40 ON THE PROPHECIES OF 

US to the year 546, and we know that the supremacy of the pope way 
established by an edict of the emperor Justinian in the year 533.- 
Proceeding to the fifth of the abo^e dates, the year 2166, the pro- 
bability of the 1260 years terminating then is somewhat lessened ; 
for 1260 years backwards from that date brings us to the year 906, 
373 years after the year 633, in which the Pope's supremacy was 
established. The sixth of the above dates, or the year 2526, carrie» 
still less probability of its being the end of the papal period ; for 126(> 
years backwards from that date brings us to the year 1266, no less 
than 733 years after the year 533, the date of the establishment of 
the Pope's supremacy by Justinian. Of all the above years, the year 
1806 is, therefore, the most probable for the termination of the papal 
period ; and it now remains that we should consult chronology, 
and ascertain if, in that year, any event took place affecting the papal 
power and influence. — Having had, at the time we entered upon these 
researches, no good chronological table in our possession, but only a 
very imperfect one at the end of a gazetteer which we purchased 
many years ago in numbers, published by - William Lochhead, at 
Berwick, — judge, reader, of our delight and surprise, when, epposite 
to the year 1806, we found the following passages : — 

" The Germanic constitution dissolved by the confederation of the" 

Rhine, formed by Bonaparte, July." 
"The emperor of Germany resigns his dignity as emperor of Ger* 

many, and the Holy Roman Empire is abolished, Aug. 6." 

And, on looking into Sir Walter Scott's History of Bonaparte, we 
found the following observations: — " Francis of Austria, seeing the 
empire, of which his house had been so long the head, going to piecesr, 
like a parting wreck, had no other resource than to lay aside the 
imperial crown of Germany, and to declare that league dissolved 
which he now saw no sufficient means of enforcing, H« declared the 
tie diissevered which bound the various princes to him as emperor, to 
each other as allies ; and although he reserved the imperial title, H 
was only as the sovereign of Austria, and his other hereditary states. 
France became, therefore, in a great measure, the successor to the 
influence and dignity of the Holy Roman Empire, as that of Germany 
had been proudly styled for a thousand years; and the empire c^ 
Napoleon gained a still nearer resemblance to that of Charlemagne." 
Vol. i. p. 276, 1st ed. 

Having thus confirmed by history the correctness of the result 
that we had arrived at by interpretation and reasoning, let us see if 
the date of the " tempus determinatum," which closes the narrative of 
the domination of the power whose acts are described in Daniel, chap* 
xi. V. 32, 33, 34, and 35, corresponds with the characteristic assigned 
to that date in Daniel, xii. 4. In the year 1806, did many nm 
to and fro ? and was knowledge more than commonly increased ?— - 
The sort of knowledge here meant, we believe most people will agree 
with us in thinking, is religious knowledge ; for it is very unlikely 
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tluiil fmfitmtf monM ttke notiee of any other. Nowf «rr }««ktdg nhrer 
lh# Hklory of the Britisb Bible Sodety, we find, with 1806^7 i»th» 
HUVgiB^ at the top of the pagpe^ the foUowifrg pomage, remadbaM|r eoiii 
fimMPlery of ownsesnh :•*-«>** The ptoceedings of the British tuid Fo^ 
leigti BiMe Society were also characterisBed by certain coiiiinini»eatioi» 
e# anattteretf^g mutare from other parts ef the European continent^ 
te» whfchi as they fix the era of its entrance on stations, since become 
todspicnoiis for activity and inflnence^ it will be proper to pay some^ 
aatenlien/' — Many, in the year lS06s certainly did ran to ami firoi 
and the knowledge of the scripturea was remarkably increased^ 






PART H. 

I. , . . 

ChmmmUaries on those parts of the Revelationa which more especktUjf 

concern the Papal power. 

The Apocalypse of St John is Jesus Christ's rev^elation, which God 
ppr% unto Mas, to signify unto bis servants things whieb rnnst shortly 
come to pass ; and Josus Christ sent and signified the revehition by 
aynhob unto his servant John, who, at the eommaiid of his Lord, 
(Revelations,, i. 19,) wrote what he saw in a book, for the inetniction, 
we {Nresume, of the Christian church. Into an elementary exposition 
of'this siognlar and mysterious book it is not our design W entei'. 
Sdah an «ndertaking would be foreign to the more special purpose of 
this work, which is only to treat of the Antichristian powers. We 
aWl^ therefore, merely give a very compendious history of the Revels^ 
(ua&r aa the te»th chapter, which is the first wherehiany distinol 
itiOA b made of these powers. i ; ^ 

^Some wiU ask, Of what use is it so curiously to inquire i«to the 
history of the future, shadowed forth in the miiror of prophecy ? and 
Wiby dhoukl the midnight lamp be trimmed, and the sunny hours of 
life Imi wasted, to meditate upon a subject, the knowledge of whicll 
eBK^mewi he of any utility ?< it i» of much use, we answery as regards 
lie tevporal-^ infinite as regards the eternal welfare of man. Was 
it sf DO consequence to the- Learning and Arts of Europe to know; 
that the priestly lord of papal Christendom, who starved them in his 
4ta9en keep> was the renounced of Heaven ; and that heavenly justice 
wo«ld auaile on their efforts to escape fmm his thrall ? Was it of no 
eonsequeuce to the feithfnl Christiaa church to know, that when thej^ 
ai ^ fu sed the idolatrous rule of papd power, and, raising high their right 
hauds to haaiveivip open defiance, trampled its missiles' of vengeance 
und^r their feet, that they were fighting the good; fights of truth, and 
that wbito*>handed Faith, and smiling Hope, would welcome 'them to 
hiuvM iroBi their death-beds of firs ? What steeled the heart of 
Ikttdwiy wbA mode the face of Knox as brass before the browbeating 
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lords of feudal Earope, but the stern, the solemn conviction implantei^ 
in their bosoms from reading the words of prophecy, that in the exe» 
ention of their glorious duty they were the approved soldiers of God^ 
with the artillery of his Word battering Error from the strongholds of 
sovereign power, while Art and Science, Learning and Liberty^ fol- 
lowed their march ? And shall it be of no consequence to the future 
generations of men, when yet another Antichrist is to arise in the world, 
to have him limned at full length from the different views and partial 
sketches which prophecy shews forth, that so by the lineaments of his 
fierce countenance, and the appointments of his blasphemous vesturev 
he may be recognised and abjured by the faithful when he shall appear ? 
We should not labour all for food and raiment for the body which 
perisheth, nor for strutting a short hour upon the stage of life, an 
object of the world's vain regard, — for " what is a man profited, if be 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ? what shall a man give 
in exchange for his soul ?" 

The first chapter of the Revelations contains chiefly a history of the 
object of the Book ; and of the vision of our Saviour in his glorioais 
apparel of High Priest of the Christian Church ; and of the commis- 
sion he gives to St John to write to the seven churches. At the 
time of his seeing this glorious vision, the evangelist describes hiflMelf 
to have been in the spirit : what this state was, it is impossible f(MC u» 
to know; unless it were that wherein all surrounding objects were 
shut out from his perceptions, and his perceptive organs were for a 
time rendered incapable of being impressed with any but those ideas 
which the Almighty chose to be perceived. That God has the power 
of effecting in his creatures the perception of what ideas he pleases, 
we have from philosophy alone already shewn the possibility. The 
only question that we must ultimately come to with a philosophical 
deist, upon the reality of divine knowledge having been communicated 
to St John in the way he here describes, must be — will the Almighty 
intellect, who presides in the universe, think it consonant to his cha^- 
racter and greatness to reveal the history of futurity to man ? This is 
simply a point of belief, to those who will ndt take the pains to stady, 
with an unbiassed heart, the sure word of prophecy, to learn that God 
already has done so. — The second and third chapters containr aa enu- 
meration of the gracious promises and threatened awards of eur Savi- 
our to the seven churches, according to their works of good and evil ; 
and do not concern the subject of the present dissertations. The 
fourth and fifth chapters unfold to us a scene in heaven. God is there 
represented as holding in his hand a book sealed with seven; sealsy 
which none in heaven is found worthy to open, except " a lamb as it 
had been slain," in the midst of the throne, '^ having seven horas and 
seven eyes," — the emblem of our Saviour possessed of omnipcrteut 
power and omniscient knowledge : a horn in prophecy being always 
the emblem of power, and an eye being a well-known emblem of «di8- 
cemment ; — the number seven denoting completeness in whatever.it 
is joined to. The sealed book mentioned here does not resemble' one 
of the present day. Before the art of printing was invent^dythftimaiiiir 
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-scripts were written upon paper or parchment, the sheets of which 
were rolled together, so that when they were all written on both sides, 
the writing must needs appear upon the outside of the roll, as we are 
told it did in this case. — The arrangement of this sealed book, as the 
reader will soon see, is under seals, and trumpets, and vials, — the 
neven seals forming seven successive periods of history ; the seven 
trampets, again, forming seven successive and different series of acts 
comprehended under the seventh seal ; and the seven vials, again, being 
seven successive parcels of acts included within the seventh trumpet : 
— -iibe seventh seal, and seventh trumpet, and seventh vial, all ending 
at one and the same time. Accordingly, when ** the seventh angel 
poured out his vial into the air," *< there came a great voice out of the 
Cemple of heaven, from the throne, saying. It is done." This notion 
eoncerning the arrangement of the sealed book. Bishop Newton has, 
we think, very properly followed in his explication of its fulfilment. 
Mr Irving, however, has, in the most forced and perverted manner, 
departed from the simplicity of the arrangement here pointed out. 
Most true it certainly is, that the Book of Revelations is not, as Mr 
Irving observes, "a prophetic narrative in chronological order ;" but 
we do contend, that the sealed book, which comprehends the little 
book in its more succinctly emblematic story, is ** a prophetic narra- 
tive in chronological order," which embraces every event narrated in 
the Revelations up to the pouring out of the seventh vial, in Rev. xvi. 
17, at the time of the great earthquake which is mentioned in v. 18 
of that chapter, which earthquake is typical of that time of great 
trouble, which, as we shall afterwards see more clearly, is to happen 
when the Jews, according to Daniel, are to be delivered — that is, at 
the end of the 1 335 days, whenever that may be, when Daniel shall 
stand in his lot among his risen brethren — at the time, too, when the 
kings of the earth, with their armies. Rev. xix. 19, are congregated by 
the beast and the false prophet to make war against him that sits on 
the horse — immediately upon the commencement of the Millennium. 
It is upon the arrangement of the sealed book, then, that the Apoca- 
lypse of St John must be studied with clearness and advantage. The 
little open book must be regarded merely as a partial transcript from 
its sealed parent, containing more characteristic types than the latter, 
of the two Antichristian powers, that the church of Christ may be the 
better able to discern the true characters of their idolatrous and abomi- 
nable prototypes when they appear in this world ; and therefore the 
narrative of this little book must not be taken into account in study- 
ing the arrangement of the larger. Perhaps the reader may ask. Why 
does the scheme of the sealed book end at the commencement of the 
Millennium — at the return of the Jews to the land of Palestine, when 
the narrative of the Apocalypse reaches to a remoter date, -~ even to 
the precincts of eternity upon a new earth, and under a new heaven ? 
The reason is this : the sealed book is a history of the Christian Church, 
and of that alone, and therefore the plan of its history comprehends 
only the time between the vision of St John in the isle of Patmos, 
and tbe time when our Saviour in glory shall have come to the 
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temple bnilt by the Jews, after their retam to the Holy Land, whens 
according^ to the prophetical appointment of Ezekiel, the worship hf 
barnt offerings shall be again resumed, (see Ezekiel, xxxviL, xliii. t. 
1, 17, 18 ; see also Isaiah, Izvi. 19, 23,) and there shall be b«t one 
church, and one religion, for both Jews and Gentiles. — We ehall 
point out to the reader the chronological order of the seals, 
trumpets, and vials, as it is exhibited to us in the narrative of the 
Revelations. In chap. vi. we have a typical narrative in order of tiie 
first six seals. Chapters viii. and iz. detail to us the history of the 
seventh seal, setting forth in successive emblematical pictures the 
stories of its trumpets, leaving us in the middle of the story of the 
sixth, or second woe trumpet. In chap. x. an angel appears to inform 
us when the seventh trumpet shall blow ; which we shall find hap|Mi 
in the narrative of chap, xi., at v. IS, at a time when the temple of 
God was opened in heaven ; which latter event, again, Uk^l place, as 
the reader will see, immediately upon the time when the angels came 
out of the temple so opened, to pour out their vials of wrath upon the 
earth. If this be not chronological order, according to the schenie 
of the sealed book as we have pointed it out, we know not what 
chronological order is. — Exhibited in a tabular view, the chronological 
arrangement of the sealed large book will stand as below : — 
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'The beautiful simplicity of this common-sense arrangement, however, 
does not suit Mr Irving's views of interpretation. " We conclude," 
says he, '^ that Christ took to him his great power, and reigned at the 
opening of the seventh seal, and the blast of the seventh trumpet, <Hr 
at the ending of the 1260 years, which we have shewn to be in the 
year 1792, the year of the French Revolution." According to Mr 
Irving, then, thelseFenth trumpet blew at^lie opening of the seveath 
seal ; and, therefore, the six preceding trumpets must have framed a 
part of some one or more of the six preceding seals. But we ask, 
what will common sense, reading the eighth and ninth chapters of 
Daniel, say of such an an-angement as this of Mr Irving's ? Will it 
not be bold to tell him, that not one of the seven trumpets began to 
blow till after the sev^enth seal was opened ; and that the dififerent 
successive portions of profane history fulfilling the different successive 
portions of prophetical narrative under the seven trumpets, respectively 
make up the whole portion of profane history and prophetiosd Dam* 
tive comprehended under the seventh seal ? Bishop Newton hasy like 
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Mr Irving, explained the seventh seal as already accomplished ; bat 
be has escaped the necessity of perverting the simple arrangement above 
given, if ever, indeed, he would have done so, by interpreting llie sixth 
seal of the time of Constantine the Great ; whereas Mr Irving explains 
it of the history of Europe between the years 1789 and 1792, — the 
opening of the seventh seal, as we have quoted above, being, accord- 
ing to him, in the latter of these years : a very likely story, that the 
seventh part of a period of history beginning in the earliest ages of 
Christianity, and extending, even according to Mr Irving, to the year 
1847 at least, should all be comprehended in a period of three years. 
We look upon the thing as quite preposterous. The reader, however, 
from several hints which we shall throw before him in our Second 
Dissertation, will find great reason to conclude that the seventh seal 
is not yet opened, and that not a single trumpet has poured forth its 
notes of alarum upon the earth. To give the reader some idea of Mr 
Irving's arrangement of the seals and trumpets and vials, we shall set 
it before him, like our own, in a tabular form ; requesting him to keep 
in mind, that Mr Irving reckons the trumpets " parallel with the seals, 
though not exactly contemporaneous," and ranks the vials all under 
the seventh trumpet :— 
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From this tabular view it will be seen at a single glance, that in the 
arrangement of the trumpets and vials, Mr Irving has followed two 
principles altogether different ; whereas in ours, which has been given 
above, the same principle of arrangement is followed in regard to both : 
and so we leave our readers to judge which of the two is most con- 
sonant with the text of the Apocalypse, and that simplicity which 
shines so conspicuous in the works of the Almighty. 

As the explication of the typical narrative of the seals is not the 
object of this work, which concerns more the apostacies revealed in 
the open little book, wMBist proceed straightway to the perusal of 
its contents. 



Chapter X. — St John here informs us that he saw another mighty 
angel come down from heaven— -a messenger of peace to the sons of 
men, -^ the proclaimer of the era when the mystery of God should be 
finished — clothed with a cloud, and a rainbow upon his head, the to- 
kens of the covenant of peace between God and the earth. This angel, 
says St John, had in his hand a little book open, not sealed like the 
larger book, because the revelations of the two Antichristian powers 
ace more explicit in the former than in the latter. The angel set his 
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right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth. What this k 
designed to intimate, we know not, unless it be that the information 
which he is about to communicate has a relation to both the Anti- 
christian powers — the beast of chap. xiii. 1 , 2, which is typical of the 
first, or papa), arising out of the sea ; that which is typical of the 
second, Rev. xiii. 11, out of the earth : and the similarity of the atti- 
tude and oath of this angel, to those of the man clad in linen which 
was upon the waters of the river Hiddekel, and who proclaims the 
close of the papal period, is perhaps intended to convey to us, that 
the angel in this chapter reveals something concerning the Antichris- 
tian powers ; for although the man clothed in linen which was upon 
the waters of the river Hiddekel, had not one foot upon the water 
and the other upon the land, yet, immediately before he makes his 
proclamation, two men make their appearance, one of whom stood 
upon the land-side of the bank (lip, shore) of the river, the other upon 
the water ; the latter of whom, according to the version of Tremellitis, 
asked of the man clothed in linen, how long it should be to the end 
of the wonders ? and was answered by a formula, containing in it 
the elements for determining the date of the close of the papal period, 
whose beast arose out of the sea ; the two men intimating the same 
thing in this case, by their standing upon land and water, as the angel 
in this tenth chapter intimates by standing upon land and sea. This 
latter angel swears by an oath, from which we can gather nothing, 
** that there should be time no longer," (or, as Bishop Newton says it 
may be rendered, " the time shall not be yet;") " but in the days of 
the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the 
mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants 
the prophets." Adopting the rendering of Bishop Newton, then, from 
what we have explained above we may paraphrase the revelation of 
the angel as follows : — Do not imagine that the close of the papal 
period, as revealed by the formula given by the man clad in linen 
which was upon the waters of the river, is the close of the prevalence 
of all Antichristian powers, for another power is yet to succeed to the 
papal, both going under the name of Mystery, as is intimated by the 
title upon the forehead of the great whore that sitteth on many waters. 
The power of the papal harlot is indeed closed at the end of the 
period contained in the mystical formula of chap. xii. 7, of Daniel ; but 
the power of the abomination of the earth is yet to make its ap- 
pearance — which, also, shall be finished in flpdays of the seventh angel, 
when he shall begin to sound. In accordance with the exposition we 
have here given, we have the seventh trumpet beginning to sound at 
chap. xi. i 5, after a long narrative of acts, commencing with v. 3, and 
ending with v. 13 of the same ; which, we will endeavour to shew, 
relate to the second Antichristian power, or abomination that maketh 
desolate, at a time when the temple of God is to be opened in hea* 
ven. Revelations, xi. 19, — at a time immediately previous to the pour- 
ing out of the seven vials, one of which, (the fifth,) as we shall shew, 
falls upon the seat of the beast, or the city of Rome, at a time corres- 
ponding to the beginning of v. 40 of chap. xi. of Daniel, of the narra- 



SACRED SCRIPTURE. 47 

fire of the wilful king, which is called the ** time of the end/* ^* tempii» 
eonstitutam,'' ^' temps marque," and which closes the 1260 yeara^ 
daring which, as we shall shew in the exposition of the next chapter, 
in our Second Dissertation, the power of the abomination that maketb 
desolate continues to prosper and prerail : for wo may observe here» 
that Tremellius has, at the beginning of y. 40 of chap. xi. of Daniel, 
not aptid, but stib^ there being 75 years between the end of the 120O 
and that of the 1335 years, at the close of which the first resurrection 
18 to be, when Daniel is to stand in his lot, and when the seventh vial 
shall be poured out, and the whole narrative of the large sealed book, 
as we mentioned before, shall have come to a close. — Concerning the 
date when the 1260 years of the supremacy of the abomination that 
maketh desolate shall begin to run its course, we shall speak in the 
second part of our work, when we come to treat of that power. 

Chapter XI. — There is but little of this chapter which at present 
concerns the papal power during the period of its supremacy. '* And 
there was given me a reed like unto a rod : and the angel stood, say* 
ing, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them 
that worship therein. But the court which is without the temple 
leave out, and measure it not, for it is given unto the Gentiles ; and 
the holy city shall they tread' under foot forty and two months."-— 
The act of giving a reed to St John, telling him to measure the temple 
of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein, is intended to 
intimate the consecration of these ; shewing, that whilst the rest of 
Christendom is overrun with papal errors during the " forty and two 
months," there are yet a certain number dedicated to the true worship 
of God. The Jewish city and temple of Jerusalem is here made uae 
of as an emblem to represent the Christian church. In the time of 
the Mosaic worship, the outer court of the temple was open to the 
Gentiles, and it is here left unconsecrated to be trodden by Christiaae 
in name, but Gentiles in real character : the *' forty and two months" 
here mentioned is the very expression which is made use of in Rev* 
xiii. 5, to convey the period of domination of the papal beast described 
in v. 1, 2, of that chapter. — As the remainder of this chapter concerns 
another Antichristian power than the papal, it falls to be expounded 
in the second part of the work. 

Chapter XII. — ThiMPd the succeeding chapter afford two of the 
finest examples of typification that are to be found in the whole of the 
scriptures, and at the same time two of the best exercises for inter* 
pretation to the young student of prophecy. For these reasons, we 
shall take some pains to make them practical examples, for shewing 
to him the application of the true principles of the exposition pf pro^ 
phetical types ; setting down nothing concerning them from the spe- 
culations of others, but drawing every explanation, as far as possible* 
from the scriptures themselves. Verse 1 — *' And there appeared a 
great wonder in heaven ; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon 
under her feet, and upon her bead a crown of twelve stitrs ; aqd she 
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being with diild cried, traTailing ia birth, and pained to be delnrered.^ 
Now, we shall see immediately that it was none other than our Sayi- 
onr to whom the woman is represented to hare given birth ; eaase- 
^uently, at the time when the woman is represented as traTBiling m 
birth, the twelve apostles of the Christian chorch had no existeneeb 
The twelve stars with which the woman was crowned while she was 
travailing in birth, conld not be typical of things which then had »• 
being ; the stars must therefore be taken to denote the twelve tribes 
ei Israel, and the woman to represent the true chwrch of God, h«tb 
under the Jewish and the Christian cHspensations. She is a represent 
ative of the Jewish church as travailing in birth of our Saviour, be* 
cause we are told by St Luke, chap. xvi. 16, that *' the law and the 
prophets were until John ; since that time the kingdom of God is 
preached :" and the reader will see, from the first chapter of Lnke, 
that there was but six months of difference between the age of St John 
the Baptist and our Saviour ; and he will also see, that our Saviour 
did not enter upon his ministry till after St John had eommeneed 
preaching in the wilderness, at the time when Christ, Luke, Hi. 23, 
*^ began to be about thirty years of age.** Moreover, at her feet the 
woman is represented with the moon, the symbol, most likely, of the 
ordinances of the Jewish church. We shall be nearer the truth, how- 
ever, if we take the woman herself, without any accompamment, to 
denote the true church in general, the light of the world, like the svn ; 
and to understand her, along with her accompaniments of the twelve 
stars and moon, as a symbol of the Jewish church ; lor as we have 
her mentioned in v. 6, without any insignia, she must undoubtedly 
be taken to signify the true church, as we shall see, under the ChristiaB 
covenant. Verse 3 — " And there appeared another wonder in heaven ; 
and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and 
seven crowns upon his heads. And his tail drew the third part of 
the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth ; and the dragoo 
stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour 
her child as soon as it was bom. And she brought forth a bmb child, 
who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron : and her child was 
caught up unto God, and to his throne." Here we have another type 
of something — *< a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, 
and seven crowns upon his heads." What is the prototype of this* ? 
What earthly power is this the representa^e of ? We have no ex- 
planation given us in this cbapta* as to wlv^he dragon is synibi^al 
of. In Rev. xvii., however, we have an angel explaining to the evaii^ 
gelist the meaning of the seven heads and ten horns upon the scarlet* 
coloured beast described there. We have no other resource^ there* 
fore, but to apply to the parts of the dragon those explana^ons whieh 
the angel gives to St John of the same parts of the scarlet-eoloared 
beast. And, 1st, of the seven heads : << the seven heads," si^ the 
interpreting angel. Rev. xvii. 9, " are seven mountains on whicb the 
woman sitteth." What woman? what is the woman typical oi? 
That great city, Rev. xvii. 18, which reigneth over the kingo of the 
eurth, — no other than the city of Rome, which standeth npea 
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hills, and wbich certainly, in the, time of St John, did reign over thcf 
kings of the earth. " And there are seven kings," adds tlie angel, — as 
much as to say, that the seven heads are typical not only of the seven 
mountains on which Rome sitteth, hat also of seven different forms 
of executive personality that were to preside at different times over 
the Roman commonwealth. That this is the meaning of the angel 
we are certified of, by comparing the information wbich the angel adds 
with the best historians of Rome. " Five are fallen," says the angel : 
now these five, according to Livy and Tacitus, were kingi, consuls^ 
dictators^ decemvirs, and military tribunes with consular authoriiy, 
** And one is," (in the time of St John,) adds the angel further ; which 
was the title of emperor, and which continued, as we shewed, until 
the year 1806, when it was cut off in the person of the then Emperor 
of Austria by Bonaparte, who took the seventh head or title of the 
Roman commonwealth, that of Protector of the Confederation of the 
Rhine. So that the whole seven heads of the Roman commonwealtlr 
have all been fulfilled, and will stand in order as follows : kings^ con* 
sulsy dictators^ decemvirs, military tribunes with consular authority^ 
emperorsy and protector^ The other, the eighth, that is yet to appear, 
is not different in title, but is, Rev. xvii. 11, of the seven. 2d, Of 
the ten horns. The ten horns upon the dragon, then, we must under- 
stand to denote ten kings, which give their power to the dragon. 
The crowns are placed upon the heads of the dragon, doubtless to 
intimate, that, at the time wheti the dragon was symbolical of the 
Roman power or commonwealth, sovereignty was resident in its 
capital city ; for we shall find that in the beast described in chap. xiii. 
1 and 2, which we shall distinctly prove to be typical of the Roman 
empire,' with the pope resident in its capital, the name of blasphemy 
is upon the seven heads, plainly intimating that a blasphemous power 
has his seat in the Roman capital. But we are further told, that the 
dragon stood ready to devour the' man child of the woman as soon as 
it was bom. What man child ? In verse 5, we are told that this 
man child is to rule ail nations with a rod of iron ; precisely what is 
said of our Saviour by the Psalmist, Ps. ii. — ** I will declare the de- 
cree : the Lord hath said unto me. Thou art my Son ; this day have 
I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the ewthfor thy posses- 
sion. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron ; thou shalt dash them 
in pieces like a potter's vedbbl." To make assurance, however, double 
sure, that the man child is none other than our Saviour, we are told 
that the child was caught up unto God, and to his throne ; which 
could be said of none but Jesus Christ. We hereby learn, then, that 
the dragon is a symbol of the Roman power in the reign of Augustus, 
when our Saviour was bom, whom in his infancy Herod, the tetrarch 
of Judea and vassal of Rome, attempted to destroy. — The woman, 
the true church, we are then told, sought seclusion in the wi1demes#, 
'* where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her 
there a thousand two hundred and threescore days," the extent of 
time df the papal qupremacy, the end of which brings us to our date 
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of 1806. So that the remainder of this chapter will fall to* be e^* 
poanded in the Second Dissertation. 

Chapter XIII. — There is more in this chapter than interpreters 
seem to have been well aware of ; and as a just exposition of a part 
of it peculiarly concerns our result of 1806 being the closing year of 
the papal period, we would entreat the reader's gravest attention to 
what we are about to lay before him. '* And I stood upon the santi 
of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads 
and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the 
name of blasphemy. And the beast which I saw was like unto a 
leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his month as the 
mouth of a lion : and the dragon gave him his power, and his seal, 
and great authority.^' Now, if the reader will consult the exposition 
of the seventh chapter of Daniel by Bishop Newton, he will find that 
the lion, bear, and leopard, of parts of whose bodies the beast here 
described is made up, are respectively typical of the Babylonian^ 
Medio-Persian, and Grecian kingdoms : perhaps to intimate to us, 
that the power of which it is emblematical partakes of the charact^s 
of the powers which ruled in succession these three empires ; for it 
will be observed, that the beast of v. 1 and 2 must differ from the 
fourth beast of the seventh chapter of Daniel, seeing that this latter, 
thougli not particularly described, is, notwithstanding, said to be divers 
from all the beasts that went before it. The beast of v. 1 and 2 has the 
mouth of a lion, so well adapted to the speaking of great things ; the 
feet of the comparatively slow and clumsy, but devouring bear ; and 
the body and bowels of the cruel leopard — all eminently character- 
istic of the power which the beast, as we shall see, is designed to 
represent. Though this beast is, in many respects, different from the 
great red dragon described in tbe last chapter, yet in several points 
there is a similarity between them. The number of heads is the same 
in each, and we have no other resource but to consider them as typical 
in each of the same things — viz. of the seven mountains, or the locality 
of the capital of the Roman power ; and of the seven different titles 
of personal executors which have now, as we have shewn in last chap- 
ter, presided at the head of the Roman common wealth-^^m^s, constiis, 
dictators, decemvirs, military tribunes tmth consular authority, em* 
perors, &nd protector. — On the heads of the dragon are placed seven 
crowns, to denote that at the time of the4>irth of our Saviour, when 
the dragon was typical of the Roman commonwealth, sovereignty 
resided in the city of Rome itself. In the beast, however, we have 
the crowns transferred to the horns, to signify that sovereignty after- 
wards resided in the ten kingdoms from which the beast derived its 
power ; and the name of blasphemy now possesses the seven beads, 
to denote that a blasphemous person resides in the city of Rome, 
where sovereignty used to dwell. Accordingly, we have it said that 
the dragon gave the beast ** his power, and his seat, and great autho- 
rity :" but, to explain to the reader the profane history by whieh this 
|>art of the text was fulfilled, it will be necessary prematurely to*. in- 
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form him, that we know the beast «f v. 1 and 2 to be emblematic of the 
papal power, from two expressions concerning him in ▼. 5 and 7, viz. 
** and there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things ; '' 
^* and it was giren unto him to make war with the saints," — precisely 
what we have said, by Daniel, of the little horn, in chap, vii., which 
aU interpreters agree to be typical of the papal power. Daniel, chap, 
▼ii. y. 8, '* And behold in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, 
and a mouth speaking great things ;" v. 21, <* 1 beheld, and the same 
horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them.'' Now, 
at the time the supremacy of the pope was established by an edict of 
Justinian, that emperor was residing at Constantinople, the capital of 
the eastern empire, as it was called. It must be considered, however, 
tbat Justinian at that time was the living personal prototype of the 
nzth or imperial head of the dragon, and also of the dragon itself, — 
the continuation of the series of emperors, who had been each in their 
day also the prototypes of the sixth head ; and by his supporting, with 
all his power, the pope in the capital of the Roman commonwealth — 
that is, in Rome — when the dragon was typical of it, the dragon may 
be truly said to have given the beast " his power, and his seat, and 
great authority :*' which power, and seat, and authority, were conti- 
Bued to the popes of Rome by the heads of the house of Austria, who, 
ever since the year 800, when Charlemagne was proclaimed Emperor 
of the Romans by the pope and people of l«ome, have continued to 
enjoy the title of Emperor of Germany, or of the Holy Roman Em- 
pire, as it was blasphemously called. 

*^ And 1 saw one of his hands as it were wounded to death ; and 
his deadly wound was healed : and all the world wondered after the 
beast." It is evident that the head here mentioned cannot be con- 
sidered as typical of the seven mountains ; for it would be quite ridi- 
culous to speak of wounding to death the inanimate hills. One of the 
heads being wounded to death must denote the abolition of one of the 
seven forms of executive personality, which we shewed have presided 
in succession over the Roman commonwealth from its first foundation* 
Now, which of the heads was it that was thus wounded to death ? 
Bishop Newton is of opinion that it was the sixth, or imperial head, 
which was wounded to death in the person of Momyllus Augustulus, 
and that the wound was healed when Charlemagne was proclaimed 
Emperor of the Romans by the pope and people of Rome. From such 
an opinion, however, we beg leave altogether to dissent ; because we 
have more faith in a little hint thrown out by the scriptures, than in 
all human speculation, however high in authority it may be. But, 
besides, how could the imperial head of the beast be wounded before 
the beast began to exist ? *^ It (the western empire of Rome) struggled 
hard," says Bishop Newton, *' and gasped, as it were, for breath, 
through eight short and turbulent reigns, for the space of twenty years, 
and at length expired in the year 476, under Momyllus, or Augustulus, 
as he was named in derision, being a diminutive Augustus. This 
change was effected by Odoacer, king of the Heruli, who, coming to 
Rome with aH army of barbarians; stripped Momyllus of the imperial 
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j-obo, pat «i ead to the very mme of the wcstein enpirey and caased 
hunnelf to be proclaimed kiag of Italy.*' Nov, we believe so inti?r«' 
preter will allow that the papal power was estabtisbed so early aa the 
year 476. Bishop Newton dates its estabtisbmeat from the year 606 ; 
Mr Irving frum the year 533 ; and we have shewn, we think, frooa 
scriptnre itself, withoot the assumption of any date from profane bis* 
tory, that the papal power took its rise in the year 546, 1260 years 
backwards from the year 1806, at which latter date it was abolished 
by the breaking np of the empire of Germany ; and by this act we 
tliink it was that the sixth or imperial head of the papal beast was 
** woanded as it were to death,'* or ** slain," as we have it in the 
margin of our Bibles ; jn which opinion we are much confirmed, from 
some expressions which lead ns to believe tliat the papal beast, with 
its imperial head healed, is yet to be an object of worship, which tkaM 
be enforced, as we shall see in oar Second Dissertation, by another 
power di£ferent from the papal, which is typified by the beast with two 
boms of V. 11, that cometh ap oat of the earth. 

" And they worshipped the dragon which gave power onto the 
beast, and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the 
beast ; who is able to make war with him ?" The dragon was typical 
of the Roman commonwealth, as we have seen, at the birth of oar 
Saviour, and had its prototype in the empire of Germany, which em- 
pire may be said to have been worshipped when it was called tlie Holy 
Ilopoan £mpire. The worshipping of the beast itself, we are disposed 
to think, is to be accomplished in the fulfilment of that portion of its 
history which is yet to come to pass, when the worship of the papal 
beast is to be enforced by the beast with two boms of v. 1 1. 

** And there was given onto him a month speaking great things, 
and blasphemies." This expression, we believe, applies both to the 
past and future history of the papal power : for in Dan. vii. 1 1, that 
prophet tells ns, that he " beheld then, because of the great words 
which the liorn spake : he beheld even till the beast (the fourth non- 
descript beast, typical of the Roman power) was slain, and his body 
destroyed, and given to the burning flame." He *^ beheld, then," 
that is, after '' the judgment was . set, and the books were opened," 
which was, Dan. vii. 25, 26, at the end of the *' time, times, a^ the 
dividing of time," or the papal period, as all interpreters make it, of 
1260 years, or after the year 1806, as we have shewn. It is because 
of the great words which the horn or papal power shall speak, from 
the year 1806 onwards, that he is to be slain, and his body is to be 
destroyed, and given to the burning flame. And we are given to 
know when this signal destruction is to await the beast, from what 
immediately follows, in point of date, in v. 13. ^^ I saw in the night 
visions," says Daniel, '* and, behold, one like the Son of man came with 
l^he clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought 
him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should senre 
him : his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
jaway, and his kingdom tkae which shall not be disstroyed." Now, 
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from what i« here said, we think we may conclmk, that at the end of 
the nysticaliy expressed period, or at the year 1806, as we have 
determiaed, the Almighty Jehovah, the Father, is to sit in invisible 
judgment upon the earth : that during this time the papal beast, with 
its imperial head healed, is to speak great things ; but that at length 
our Saviour, at the commencement of the Millennium, Rev. six, 19, 
(^hall come in glory to this earth, and the papal beast, with the false 
prophet which performed miracles before him, shall both be taken and 
cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. That the 
papal power continues after the papal period, we may also gather from 
Dan. vii. 26 and 27, wheruin we have it stated that the '* judgment 
shall sit, and they shall take away his dominign, to consume and to 
destroy it unto the end :*' of the time of which end we are informed 
from V. 27, ** And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of 
the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of 
the saints of the most High ;'' which is to be the case at the commence- 
ment of the Millennium, immediately upon that time of great trouble 
when the Jews are to be restored to the land of Palestine, Dan. xii. 
1, — at the time of Uie great earthquake. Rev. xvi. 18,— at tlie time 
of the battle of Armageddon, chap. xvi. 16, — at the time of the sup- 
per of the great God, chap. xix. 17. 

'* And power was given unto him to continue forty and two months." 
Bishop Newton says that the words " to continue," should be ren- 
dered " to prevail," " to practice," ** to prosper ;" for after the year 
1806 the pope continued to exist, but the ten kingdoms from which he 
had derived his power were taken from his supporter, the Holy Roman 
Empire, as it was blasphemously called, the prototype of the dragon. 
The passage may, therefore, stand as it is in our version, if we under- 
stand the verb ** continue " to apply to the word " power" ; otherwise 
it must be rendered according to the Bishop. 

*' If any man have an ear, let him hear. He that leadeth into cap- 
tivity shall go into captivity : he that killeth with the sword must be 
killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints." 
Great attention is solicited to what is conveyed by the passage just 
quoted. But how shall we know who it is that leadeth into captivity, 
and who it is that killeth with the sword ? Is it the papal beast that 
doth both these things ? If the reader will consult the narrative of this 
power in Daniel, xi. 32 — 35, he will find that they that understand 
among the people (the true Christian faith and practice), '* shall fall 
by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, diays :" so that 
here we have the papal power leading into captivity, and also killing 
with the sword for days. But when was the papal power, in return, 
led into captivity, or killed with the sword ? The papal power may 
be said to have been wounded in its imperial head by a sword, when 
the title of Emperor, of the Holy Roman Empire as it was impiously 
called, was taken away from the Emperor of Austria by Bonaparte, 
the soldier of fortune, in the year 1806 ; for we are informed, v. 14, 
that the beast had the wound by a sword, and, v. 12^ that the wound 
was deadly : and although the Pope did not go into captivity exactly 
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8t the conclosion (»f the papal period, yet ^ in the night betltven fh« 
5th Bfld 6tb of July, (1809,) the Quirinal Palace^ in which hia Holi^ 
nesa resided, was forcibly entered by soldiers, and Gcnerd Rodeti 
presenting himself before the Holy Father, demanded that he should 
instantly execute a renunciation of the temporal estatea belonging t» 
the See of Rome. * I ought not — I will not-^I cannot make sach m^ 
cession/ said Pius VII. * I hare sworn to God to preserve inviolate 
the possessions of the Holy Church-— I will not violate my oath*' The 
General then informed his Holiness he must prepare to 'quit Rome. 
% % t^ At three o'clock in the morning, the Pope was placed in a 
carriage, which one cardinal alone was permitted to share with hiasi, 
and thus forcibly carried from his capital." * Whether the leading of 
the papal power into captivity, thus fulfilled, was designed to furnisb 
a hint to the church whereabouts in time his imperial head should te 
wounded as it were to death, or slain by a sword, we shall not preeuine 
to be positive. The reader can form what opinion he pleases of the 
extent to which this coincidence corroborates our result of the year 
1806 being the close of the papal period. We cannot close this expo^ 
Hition of the thirteenth chapter without adding another extract from 
the work of Sir Walter, to shew that Bonaparte really assumed to 
himself the character which we assigned him in our exposition of the 
twelfth chapter of the Revelations, of the seventh head of the Ronran 
commonwealth, or the successor of the imperial or sixth head. ^ At 
length,*' says Sir Walter, *' on the 17th May, Napoleon published a 
decree, in which, assuming the character of the successor of Charle- 
magne, he set forth, 1st, That his august predecessor had granted 
Rome, and certain other territories, in feof to the bishops of that city, 
hut without parting with the sovereignty thereof," &c. ; f the crowns 
being still upon the seven horns of the beast, not upon the seven heads 
or mountains of Rome. 

Chapter XIV. — Here we have a whole nation represented as 
standing upon Mount Sion with the Lamb, <* having his Fathe/s name 
written in their foreheads." Now, it were a curious question to deter- 
mine which nation this is. In v. 4* we are told the reason why thia 
nation was sealed unto God — '* They were not defiled with women" 
— with the love of idols ; ** for they are virgins" pure and immaculate 
from the whoredom of idolatry. <* These were redeemed from among 
men, being the first fruits unto God and to the Lamb;" — these were 
redeemed from among men from the papal apostacy, being the first 
nation that set itself apart from the abominations of popery. Afier 
this description of a whole nation thus set apart from some religious' 
apostacy, we have an angel appearing abruptly in the midst of heaven^' 
communicating information nothing, seemingly, relative to what had' 
gone before, nor having any reference to that same sealed nation. Bttt 
nothing of this sort ever occurs without some design. The me&sage 
which tlie angel has to communicate has some relation to the natioti- 
set apart by God, else it had never been introduced here. *^ And i' 

♦ Life of Bonaparte, by Sir Walter Scott, vol. vi. p. 368. f lUd. p. $661 '^ 
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mw another aogel/' says St John^ '' fly in x\m mklst (^ heaven, having 
the everlasting^ gospel to preach unto them that dwiell on the earthy 
and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with 
a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him, for the hour of hia 
judgment is come ; and worship him that made heaven and earth, and 
the sea, and the fountains of waters." Now we are disposed to think, 
that the preaching of the everlasting gospel to them that dwell on the 
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
the hour of God's judgme&t, are meant to be synchronous events, from 
their being mentioned thus together. But still, what connection has 
the preaching of the everlasting gospel to all nations, or the hour of 
God's judgment, with the sealed nation ? and if the two events are 
synchronous, what avails it when we know not when either of them 
fell out ? But we are not ignorant when the hour of God's judgment 
fell out. It fell out when the judgment was set, and the books were 
opiened, at the end of the papal period, Daniel, vii. 10, 26, in the year 
1606, as we have already determined. But where, at this date, was 
the everlasting gospel preached to every nation ? On looking over 
^le History of the British Bible Society by the Rev. Mr Owen, we 
find, with 1806*7 in the margin, at the top of the page where it 
occurs, this passage, which we shall take the liberty again to quote >-— 
'^ The proceedings of the British and Foreign Bible Society were also 
einiracterized by certain communication of an interesting nature from 
other parts of the European continent, to which, as they fix the era 
of its entrance on stations, since become conspicuous for activity and 
inAuence, it will be proper to pay some attention*" And we may 
observe, that Mr Owen has chosen v. 6 of this chapter — the very 
passage of which we are speaking->— as the motto of his work. 
' Great Britain, then, is God's elect among the nations, — a proud 
and illustrious title indeed I Now we know who was our pilot Uiat 
weathered the storm. Now we know that the Captain of our salva- 
tion saved us also from the foreign foe. However an infidel world 
may mock, God yet regards a faithful people, and fights in their cause. 
It is he who can confirm with the nerve of the Nemsean lion, the heart 
and arm of the wavering soldier, or pale the visage of the boldest with 
fear. And who will deny that we have received high guerdon at his 
hand ? See the hearths of papal Europe polluted by the myrmidons 
of. the invader, while ours are kept inviolate from their feet. See the 
GalUc eagle, that in many a field of blood had stooped in triumph over 
the baffled ensigns of papal Europe, fly tainted with fear before the 
union of the isles. See that brave soldier of fortune, him who in the 
last encounters with his enemies had followed hard in the footsteps of 
Danger^ till his vestments were riddled with the missiles of Death, fly 
before the host of heaven-— the British host — with those words of 
fear upon his lips which they had never known before. See him next, 
a Cotrlom fugitive before the banded sovereigns of Europe, ready to 
dash, the chains of their bondage upon his helpless head,-'--' next a 
suppliant at the foot of Britain's throne, seeking shelter from the 
genenrf^ity.pf, him who, while the vassal sovereigns of idolatry were 
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crowding in their tyrant's train, had raised high the hand of defiance, 
and shook it in his face ; — and say whether God has not glorified his 
faithful people indeed. It may be nrged that wasted treasures are 
but ill exchanged for glory such as this. The hearts of kings are in 
the hands of God, and those of their ministers also. Let us blame 
them not. 

Well do we know that the worldly wise will laugh at such a des- 
cant as this, and be ready to think that the author has pinned his faith 
upon the sleeve of his old woman in the preface. He can assure the 
reader, that, with a heart impassive to every motive but the love of 
truth, he has taken heed to the light of prophecy shining upon the 
dark pages of the history of the Roman earth, till the day-star arose 
in his heart, and, clear as the summer noon, he came to see that the 
leading features of that history received their mould from the form and 
pressure of those of God's true church, — Palestine and European 
Christendom being the scenes of action — the temple and city of Jeru- 
salem and the Jewish people, the island of Great Britain and its 
inhabitants, being respectively the sanctuary of tlie true religion, and 
the host of Heaven. 
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DISSERTATION 11. 

ON THOSE PllOPHEClES OF ANTJCHRISTIAN POWER WHIC» 

ARE NOT YET FUJLiFILLED. 



PART I. 

Commentaries on the Eighth and Eleventh Chapters of Daniel, 

Chapter VIII. 
The 6rst distinct and unequivocal mention we have in scripture of 
an Antichristian power wFiich is yet to make its appearance in the 
world, is in the eighth chapter of Daniel. This prophet informs us, 
that in the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar, or 553 years B.C., 
a vision appeared unto him after that which had appeared unto him in 
the first year of the same king, and which he has described to us in 
his seventh chapter ; and that when he was at Shushan the palace, 
in the province of Elam, he saw in a vision, and thought himself to be 
by the side of the river Uiai. That he then lifted up his eyes and 
saw ; and, behold, there stood before the river a ram which had horns, 
and the horns were high, but one higher than the other, and the highei' 
came up last. That he saw the ram pushing westward", and north- 
ward, and southward ; so that no beast might stand before him, neither 
was there any that could deliver out of his hand ; but he (th^ ram)^ 
did according to his (vill, and became great. And that as he (Daniel) 
was considering, behold, an he-goat came from the west on the face^ 
of the whole earth, and touched not the ground ; and the goat had ar 
notable horn between his eyes. And that the goat came to the ram 
that had horns, which Daniel had seen standing before the river, and 
ran unto the ram in the fury of his power. And Daniiel saw the goat 
come close unto the ram, and the goat was moved with choler against 
the ram, and smote him, and broke his two horns ; and there was no 
power in the ram to stand before the goat, but he cast him down to 
the ground, and stamped upon him ; and there was none that could 
deliver the ram out of his hand ; therefore the he-goat waxed very 
great : and when he was strong, the great horn was broken ; and for 
H came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven. And 
out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding 
great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant 
land — le gloire,* decus.f And (ubi, where J) it waxed great to (or^ 

* French version. f Ttemellius's Latin version. \ Ibid. 
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Bgsunst) tlie host of hearen (exercitam ccpli) : and it cast down some of 
the host and of the stare to the groond, and stamped upon them. Yea, 
he (the little horn) magnified even to the prince of the host, and by 
him the daily (le continnel, jngis ctdtus) was taken away, and the 
place of its sanctuary (domicile, doraiciliora) was cast down. And an 
host (an appointed time) was giren him agiunst the daily (4e continneH 
jngis cuhns) by reason of transgression, and it (the little horn) cast 
down the troth to the ground ; and it (the little horii) practised,- and 
prospered. Then Daniel heard one saint speaking, and another saint 
said unto that certain saint which spake. How long sfudl he the vision 
concerning the dail^, and the transgression of desolation, to gire both 
the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot ? And the first 
saint said unto Daniel, Unto two thousand and three hundred days^ 
(evenings and mornings) ; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed. 

Such is Daniel's description of the vision. He tells us in r. I^, 
that when he had seen it, and sought for its meaning, then, behold, 
there stood before him as the appearance of a man, and he heard a 
man's voice between the hanks of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, 
make this man to understand the vision. So the man came near where 
Daniel stood ; and when he came, Daniel was afraid, and fell upon 
his face ; but the man said unto him, Understand, O son of man ; for 
at the time of the end (au temps marque, apud tempos constitotom) 
shall be tlie vision. Now, as the man was speaking with Daniel, 
Daniel was in a deep sleep on his face toward the ground ; bot the 
man touched him,^ an<l set him upright, and said, Behold, \ will make 
thee know what shail be in the last end of the indignation ; for at the 
time appointed the end sJiall he. 

The reader must understand that there are two portions of history 
typically set forth in this vision, which are separated from each other 
by a great interval of time. The one of them is long since past ; the 
other is yet in the womb of futurity. The emblematical narrative of 
the former is contained between v. 3 and 8 inclusively, and its inter- 
pretation is given in v. 20, 21, and ^ ; the prophetical narrative of 
the latter portion is comprehended betweep' v. 9 and 14 inclosively, 
and its interpretation is given in v. 23, 24, and 25. A very scanty 
knowledge of ancient history, with the aid of the information com- 
municated by the interpreting angel, will enable os to deeide upon the 
piece of history that is typically set forth in the former portion ef 
prophetical narrative. Greater caution, however, will be reqaired in 
the interpretation of the latter, as the events which it relates are yet 
future. 

** The ram which thou sawest having two horns,*' says the inter- 
preting angel, '^ are the kings of Media and Persia. And the rough 
goat is the king of Grecia : and the great horn that is between hi» 
eyes is the first king. Now that being broken, whereas four stood up 
fof it, four kingdoms Bhall stand up out of the nation, but not in his 
power." The ram with horns is here typical of the Medio- Persian 
empire. " Cyrus, the founder of this empire,'' says Bishop Newton, 
** was son of Cambyses king of Persia, and by bis mother Mandane, 
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wa8 grandson of Astyages king of Media ; and afterwards marrying 
the daughter and only child of his uncle Cyaxares, king of Media, he 
succeeded to hoth crowns, and united the kingdoms of Media and 
Persia. It was a coalition of two very formidable powers, and there- 
fore it is said that the two horns were high : * but one/ it is added, 
■* was higher than the other, and the higher came up last.' Persia 
was of little note or account till the time of Cyrus ; but under Cyrus 
the Persians gained and maintained the ascendant." <' Bishop Chandler 
and others further observe,'' says Bishop Newton, " that rams' heads 
with horns, one higher and the other lower, are still to be seen on the 
pillars at Persepolis." " The empire of the goat," says Bishop 
Newton further on, *' was in its full strength when Alexander died of 
a fever at Babylon. He was succeeded in the throne by his natural 
brother Philip Aridaeus, and by his own two sons Alexander Aegus 
and Hercules : but in the space of about fifteen years they were all 
murdered, and then the first horn or kingdom was entirely broken. 
The royal family being thus extinct, the governors of provinces, who 
had usurped the power, assumed the title of kings ; and by the defeat 
and death of AntigOtius in the battle of Ipsus, they were reduced to 
four, Cassander, Lysimachus, Ptolemy, and Seleucus, who parted 
Alexander's dominions between them, and divided and settled them 
into four kingdoms. These four kingdoms are the ' four notable 
horns' which came up in the room of the first great horn ; and are 
the same as the * four heads of the leopard' in the former. * Four 
kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his power :' they 
were to be kingdoms of Greeks, not of Alexander's own family, but 
only of his nation ; and neither were they to be equal to him in power 
and dominion, as an empire united is certainly more powerful than the 
«ame empire divided, and the whole is greater than any of the parts. 
They were likewise to extend ' toward the four winds of heaven :' 
and in the partition of the empire, Cassander held Macedon and Greece, 
and the western parts ; Lysimachus had Thrace, Bithynia, and the 
northern regions ; Ptolemy possessed Egypt, and the sout/iern coun- 
tries ; and Seleucus obtained Syria, and the eastern provinces. Thus 
were they divided * toward the four winds of heaven.' " We have 
^quoted thus largely from the work of Bishop Newton, because it is 
impossible to give a better description of the first portion of history 
typically narrated between v. 3 and 6 inclusively, than he has here done. 

Having thus detailed the portion of past history prophesied of, it 
now remains for us to enter upon the interpretation of the latter part 
of the vision between verses -9 and 14 inclusively, which gives a some- 
what less symbolicsi narrative of a portion of history yet to come to 
pass. And as this portion of the prophetical narrative contains the 
elements, or data, from which the date of 1847, the year of the return 
of the Jews to Palestine, according to some interpreters, is obtained, 
and which result we promised in our prospectus to prove erroneous, 
we entreat the best attention of the reader to the exposition which we 
are now about to lay before him. 

" And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed 
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exceeding great, toward the soath, and toward the east, and toward 
tlie pleasant land^' — le gloire, decas. This verse, paraphrased, will 
fividently stand thus : And oat of one of the four kingdoms, into which 
the dominions of Alexander the Great were divided, there came forth 
a little horn, or power, which waxed exceeding great toward the 
south, and toward the east, and toward the glory. From this verse 
we merely learn, that the little horn arises in some part of the exten- 
sive dominions of the Emperor Alexander. This is quite sufficient 
proof, however, even if we had no other, that this little horn cannot, 
as Bishop Newton supposes, be the Romans, either in their imperial 
Qr papal capacity ; for their power arose within Italy, to which the 
dominions of Alexander the Great never extended. But we baVe 
another proof, which decides incontrovertibly against the Bishop^s 
opinion, in that this little horn does not arise till the transgressors ara 
come to the full, which th^y could not certainly be said to have done 
at the rise of the Roman commonwealth, long before the rejeetioD and 
cruci6xion of our Saviour by the Jews; nor not even then, — for we 
shall 6nd, as we proceed with this exposition, that a nation profiessiog 
cind practising the true Christian faith, are to be punished by this same 
little horn for transgression. And here we may observe in passings 
that tliis latter proof bears incontrovertibly, also, against those who 
suppose this little horn was to be explained of Antiochus Eptphanes. 
Though it is a widely extended locality which is assigned to the rise 
of this little horn, yet if we consider that this power is the some with 
the abomination that maketh desolate spoken of by Daniisl the pro* 
phet, as we shall see in the course of this work many reasons for so 
doing, and that we are told, in Dan. xi« 31, that arms standing in Syria 
tihall place the abomination that maketh desolate, it may, < perhaps^ \^ 
concluded that it is in Syria that the little horn shall ariso. Supposing 
this, then, to be the case, it must of course be from Syria as a ceotre 
that he must extend his dominions. Now, the reader will remember, 
that in our compendious interpretation of Dan. xi., we pointed out, 
that, in relation to Jerusalem, Syria and Egypt were called the north 
and the south. One would think, then, that when this little born 
extends his dominions toward the south, his conquests must embrace 
the land of Judea and the city of Jerusalem, which lie south of Syria, 
and also Egypt, vvhich was reckoned south again of Judea. How, 
then, can Jerusalem be again alluded to by the title of glory (le gioire, 
iiecus), when it is said the little horn waxed exceeding great toward 
the pleasant (le gloire, decus^) We ere disposed to differ, therefore, 
i!rom those commentators who assign the expression '' pleasant" in 
our versioii, and " le gloire" and " decus" in the French and TremeV- 
lius*s Latin versions, to the land of Judea, and to assign k to the king- 
dom of Great Britain, for the following reasons : 1st, Because we hp/ve 
no mention made of the extension of the conquests of the little horn 
to the west, although it will appear, from an analysis of the seven- 
teenth chapter of Revelations, that this little horn, which is the saoie 
power as the scarlet-coloured beast described there, holds soveceigo 
^way in the city of Ropie, as the eighth b^ad, er form of perKMoal 
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executive of the Roman commonwealth ; which city, under the em- 
blem of the woman upon the beast, is reckoned, in her title, the mo- 
ther of the two Antichristian powers — the Harlot of Popery, and the 
Abomination that maketh desolate ; having on her forehead written, 
Mystery, Babylon the great, the mother of Harlots and 
Abominations of the earth : and it is evident that this little 
horn could not ,hold such a station, unless he had extended his con- 
quests westward from Syria, or some part of the dominions of Alex- 
ander the Great. 2d, Because in Tremellius*s version, immediately 
after 'Vdecus," we have the word " ubi" beginning v. 10; as much as 
to say, that where the little horn waxed exceeding great toward '^ le 
gloire," *' decus,'' it waxed great against the hosj; of heaven, which we 
shall afterwards shew to be the people of Great Britain. 3d, Because 
the Antichristian powers are to be destroyed at the battle of Armaged- 
don, when they are assembled in battle array against our Saviour, Re- 
velations, xix. 19, 20 ; consequently, " decus," or " le gloire," are ex- 
pressions which cannot be applied to the Jewish nation, seeing that it 
continues reprobate until the first advent of our Saviour, whom they, 
returned to their country, shall acknowledge as Messiah, and mourn 
over as having pierced, Zechar. xii., and who shall fight upon their 
side. 4th, Because the kingdom of Great Britain is well entitled to 
the appellation of *' le gloire " or '' decus," or glory, its people being 
pointed out in Rev. xiv., as we have shewn, as a nation set apart from 
the idolatrous errors of. popery. — Nothing is mentioned of the con- 
quests of the little horn towards the north ; for if we consider him to 
be identical with the wilful king, whose narrative begins at chap. xi. 
36, of Daniel, we shall see that he experiences, v. 40, considerable 
opposition from this quarter, — for it is there said, that *' tidings out of 
the east and out of the north shall trouble him : therefore he shall go 
forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many." 

Verse 10 — " And [ubi] it [the little horn] waxed great to [or, 
against] the host of heaven [exercitum cceli] ; and it cast down soma 
of the host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them." 
It is a curious question to determine who this host of heaven, this 
*' exercitus coeli " is, some of whom are cast down by this little horn 
and stamped upon. Let us first see, in observance of our own pre- 
cept, whether the interpreting angel gives us any light upon this point. 
All that we can gather from the angel is, that the king of fierce coun- 
tenance, of whom this little horn is typical, ** shall destroy the mighty 
and the holy people" — doubtless other designations of the same host 
of heaven. We have next to inquire whether there be any passages 
of scripture which may throw light, upon this expression, *^ host of 
heaven." And now it will readily occur to the reader, that, in our 
exposition of Rev. xiv., we shewed, as far as prophecy condescends to 
inform us of such things, that the British nation was pointed out as a 
people set apart from the abominations and errors of popery. They 
inust, therefore, we think, be the host of heaven mentioned in this 
chapter. Let us see, now, if this conclusion will stand the test of 
Eeason: for, the prophecy being of the future, we have no other test 
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•of the truth of our interpretation to apply- Since this 4iost of heaven 
are called hy the angel ** holy people," we may justly infer that they 
must be a nation who maintained the true form of worship as set forth 
either in the Mosaic or Christian covenant. But to the Jews, ever 
since the preaching of John the Baptist, the expression cannot apply ; 
for the holy people are to be destroyed by this little horn, and we are 
expressly told tbat this power is not to arise till after the transgressors 
are oome to the full, which could not have been the case at the time 
of John the Baptist, seeing that the greatest transgression of the Jewish 
nation, the crucifixion of our Saviour, was not then perpetrated. The 
bust of heaven, and the mighty and the holy people, must therefore 
either be some Gentile Christian nation, or the Jews after their return 
to the Holy Land. In our exposition of v. 9, however, we shewed 
that the Jews are a nation reprobate of heaven till the first advent of 
our Saviour, at which the Antichristian powers are to be destroyed ; 
and, therefore, could by no means have the title of '* holy'* given them 
in the prophecies of sacred scripture antecedent to that date. More- 
over, we shall find, from our exposition of v. 13, that an appointed 
time is given for both the sanctuary ^ — the country in which the true 
faith had found an asylum — and the people of that true faith, to be 
trampled under foot ; and we are informed in v. 12, than an appointed 
time was given by reason of transgression on the part of the host. But 
the Jews, after their return from their captivity among the nations, we 
are told by fizekiel, xxxvii. 31, shall transgress no more : — ** And say 
unto them. Thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I will take the childrea 
of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will 
gather them on every side, and bring them unto their own land : and 
I will make them one nation va the land upon the mountains of Israel ; 
and one king shall be king to them all : and they shall be no more 
two nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms aay 
more at all : Neither shall they defile themselves any more with their 
idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their trans- 
gressions : but I will save them out of all their dwellingplaces, wherein 
they have sinned, and will cleanse them : so shall they be my people, 
and I will be their God. And David my servant shall be king over 
them ; and they all shall have one shepherd : they shall ako walk in 
my judgments, and observe my statutes, and do them." — The only 
conclusion, therefore, which we are forced upon, by aeceesity, is, that 
the *^ host of heaven," or the ^* holy people,** must be some Gentile 
Christian nation, in which the true mode of Christian worsbip had 
found an asylum, or sanctuary ; which may truly be said of Great 
Britain, in which the Christian worship^ in its purity from the errors 
of popery, had found protection. 

" Yea, he magnified himself to [or, against] the prince of the host," 
is interpreted by the angel, ^< he shall also stand up against the Prince 
of princes,'* which can be said of none other than our Saviour ; for to 
none other than him is this expression applied in the sacred scriptures. 
If we read, '< to the prince of the host," we shall find it said of the 
wilful king, in Dan. xi. 36, that he shaJl exalt himself, and msgaiff 
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hiiiisell' alrore every god ; and if we read, " Hgaiast the prinre of tlie 
hust," we shall find in ihe same verse of Dauiel, that thii wilful kinf; 
shall apeak oiarvellous things against the God uf gods : and, also, if 
the reader will turn to 2 Thessslonians, ii. 4, he will 6nd that St 
Paul's man of tiin, there prophesied of, " exalteth himself ahuve all that 
ia (.ailed God, or that is worshipped ; ao that he as God sitteth in 
the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God." And if the 
reader will tarn again to Rev, xvii. II, he will there find, according to 
the angel's interpretation of the above passage in the eighth chapter 
uf Daniel, that the Hcarlet-coloitrei) beast, the false prophet, ilescrilied 
in Hov. xvii^ ahall make war, alongst with his congregated anil vassB) 
kings, with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcomra them ; for he is 
Lord of lorda, and King of kings — the very title applied to oar Saviour 
in the angel's interpretation. 

" And by him the dail^ sacrifice [le continnel, jagis miltus'] waa 
taken away ; and the place of its sanctuary [domicile, domicilium] \ 
east down." Our I'eaders are well enough awi 
Jice" in the expression " daily sacrijice^ has 
to it in the original, like many other words 
italics, to complete the sense of the English i 
introduced err<»)eonsly here, howe' 

translators concemiog the meanrng of liie word in the original trails* 
lated in our Bibles " daily," in the French version " le continuel," the 
continual, and in Tremellius's Latin " jugis ciiltvs ;" tlie word " cul- 
tus" being correctly added by TrcmelliuB, to shew what substantive is 
understood after the adjective in the original, literally and truly ren- 
dered in the French Bible, " le continael." It must be understood, 
then, that the meaning of the word translated " daily" in our version, 
is the constant form of true worship at the time it was taken away by 
the tittle horn. Now, the true worship, from the time that the law 
was promulgated to the children of Israel from Mount Sinai, till the 
preachingof St Johnthe Baptist in the wilderness, was, as we observed, 
according to the Mosaic covenant, as unfolded to us in the Old Tes- 
tament. From this latter period, till the restoration of the Jews to 
Palestine, when, according to Ezekiel, the offerings by burnt sacrifice 
shall supersede it, the true worship has been, and will be, the Christian 
covenant, as we have it in the New Testament ; so that ever since the 
delivery of the law from Mount Sinai, onwardu till the end of time, 
there has constantly been, and will be, a true faith and a true worship 
_-« " jugia cultus." Now, this " jugia cultiis," this continual worship, 
which was taken away by the little horn, could not have been according 
to the Mosaic covenant, or by daily offerings at the temple ; for this 
waa not taken away by human power, but by the preaching of St John 
the Baptist, as we mentioned before. Neither can this "jugis cullas" 
be the worship appointed by Ezekiel to the Jews after their return to 
the Holy Laud ; (ot we are told, v. 12, that " an appointed time was 
given against" this "jugis cuUus,'' " by reason of transgression ;" and 
we are loltl by E^tekiel, xxxvii. 23, that after their return to Pales- 
tine, the Jews shall transgress no more. It necessarily follows, there- 
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fore^tlmiihe ^'jugis cultus*^ here mentioned mnst be atmordifig 4t^ 
the ChriRtian covenant, as we have it unfolded to us in the NeW'Teeis-' 
ment* " And the place of his [its] sanctuary [domicile, ^loniitttM An] 
was cast down,'' — the country in which the true ChristiaQ ^Mxrsfaip'hadl 
found an asylum, or protection, was cast down, or invaded and dsa^^- 
lated by this little horn. As we have determined the host af heaven? 
to be the British nation, so we must also consider Great Britain to be^ 
the sanctuary in which the true form of Christian worship tbund aa' 
asylum or protection ; and such it certainly has been long, defending^ 
those who set themselves apart from the idolatrous wor^ip of th^i 
Romish church — '* Defender of the Faith " being one of the titles olB 
its kings. We therefore learn from this prophecy, that by thisiiittlit 
horn, at some, future time, our country will be invaded and desiAtktedf 
and its stars, or nobles, cast down, and stamped upon. • • •«' 

'* And an host [an appointed time] was given against the daily {le 
continuel, jugis cultus^ by reason of transgression." -The^wor^ 
translated in our version " an host,'' may be rendered,* says Bishops 
Newton, "an appointed time;" for the same word in chap^ zw 1, •fi 
the original in Daniel is so rendered in our Bibles ; and we shall aev 
that the above rendering is in perfect conformity to what we are told^ 
in V. 13, the exposition of which we mean to defer till the end o¥ tk^* 
chapter, as it is from an analysis of this verse that we shall attempt to^ 
shew the errors of those interpreters who have attempted to dedbce^ 
from the number 2300, given in v. 14, the date of the return of the* 
Jews to Palestine. " And it [the little horn] cast down the truth to* 
the ground ; and it practised, and prospered." It seems, then, that the' 
power of which this little horn is typical, takes away the true form 00 
Christian worship even out of the country in which it had Ibnad >af 
protection, and practises and prospers in such a way as to do awa^ 
with the true faith altogether; so that the true Christian worship' shall' 
not be followed in a single nation ; which could not be said of ihe' 
papal power, from whose idolatrous errors, and other vicious derelio^i 
tions, the kingdom of Great Biitain, as we have seen, has been set apart.* 

In verse ^4, we are told that the king of fierce countenaaee, oP 
which this little horn is typical, shall be mighty, but not by his own^ 
power — another circumstance which combines with the former one< 
of the same little horn standing up against the Prince of princes, 10 
shew that this power is identical with that typified by the scarlet*^ 
coloured beast in Rev. xvii ; for we are there told, v. 12, that the? 
kings which receive power as kings one hour [mian horam- — at the- 
same time, or, for the same length of time*] with the beast, shall giveP 
their power and strength unto the beast. We are also told that- the« 
king of fierce countenance shall be broken without hand — that is, 'in' 
a supernatural manner ; and we find that the scarlet-coloured beaat»^ 
which is typical of the false prophet, was taken in presence > of ^le^ 
rider upon the white horse. Rev. xix. 20, and cast, alongst with the 
beast of whose image he had enforced the worship, alive into a lake of 
fire burning with brimstone — another circumstance tending still far- 

* Bishop Newton. 
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llier to oDnfirm the ideiftily of tkis little horn with the scarlet-colouttpd 
hmuH ^uU of nasieB of blaspbenrf. ' ' 

Hwnmg tionr analysed aU the pamages of this eighth chapter of 
Daniel which concern the toeality of the origin of the king of fierce 
cottBtenanoe,' as well aa bis acts, we mast now proceed to the exposi- 
tion of the romataingverses^'irhich inform us concerning the time of 
hla rtse» and also lof the length of the appointed time of triumph that 
wasgiireii him to tread the sanctuary and the host -~ the conntry in 
which the tme mode of Christiao worship had found an asylum, or 
domicile^ and the peopks^ of that same country — under foot* '* And in 
the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to 
the full, a king of fierce coantenance, and understanding dark sen- 
tences, ahaH stand up.*' Transgressors against what, or in what 
respect, and who are they ? the rea<ier will naturally inquire. Now, 
It mast be remembered that the daily, the ^* jngis cttltus," has an 
afpotnted time giyea against it, during which, according to y. 13, as 
We shall see, the host and the sanctuary are to be trodden under feot^ 
a&d'that this triumph was gtren to the littk horn over this host by 
reason of transgresskm* Bat .we have already shewn that the ** jugis 
cuUus" in this chapter could neither be the true worship, according to 
tba Mosaie oovenant before the time of the preaching of St John, nor 
the wership of the Jews, as appointed by E^ekiel after their return 
ta the Holy Land, and the advent in glory of our Saviour to their new 
temple, bat must be the true mode of Christian worship as set forth 
in the New Testament. The last transgression must, therefore, have 
beentagainst the true Christian faith, and it must have been committed 
by the nation or host which was punished for the same^-^ that is, by 
the British nation, as we have shewn ; and, further, it is also evident 
that the transgression of this nation could not be against the true 
Christian iiatth, in favour of any dereliction from it enforced by this 
Ultle bora, seeing that before his rise the transgressors are said to have 
beeb come to the fulh Now, if, as we have before shewn reasons for 
concluding, there be only two Antichristian powers, the papain ami 
the abomination that maketh desolate, or St Pauls man of sin, the 
transgression on the part of the British nation must have been com- 
mitted against the true faith, in favour of the former of these powers. 
The only transgression committed by the British nation, — and it may 
be a Tery heinous one in the sight oJP the Almighty, — is receiving the 
followers of the papal creed, the worshippers of creatures and images, 
into its national councils, and thus publicly countenancing the papal 
as a national religion. What other concessions in favour of popeiy 
our CDuntry may yet make, are in the womb of futurity. We cannot 
know when their transgressions are come to the full, and, therefore, 
cannot determine when this horn shall arise from such a characteristic 
of the date of its origin. — Before proceeding any farther, we may just 
obserre here in passing, that the last transgression must necessarily 
have been committed by some nation professing the true Christian 
feith ; because if it could have been committed by any other nation 
following the idolatrous creed of popery, then the transgression could 
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not' be «aid to banre been eome to the full before tlie rise of this K^fe 
horn, seeing that in following his apostate and idolatrous form of m^ifv 
ship, M Datione are said to transgress without exception ; for it m mM 
oliat tbia little horn '* east down the truth to the ground/' > c* 

Let us now proeeed to an analysis of the remaining r^ses, wbiob 
give us farther information concerning the time of the rise of this king 
•f fierce countenance. '' And it came to pass when I, even I, Danie^^ 
bad seen the rision, and sought for the meaning, then, behold, there 
stood before me as the appearance of a man. And I beard « man a 
Toiee between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabri^ make 
this man to understand the vision." Daniel here certainly gives us to 
know, that he understood the whole of what be describes between ¥. 
3 and 14 inclusively to be the vision of which he asks the meaning.; 
at least this is the most natural conclusion to be drawn from bis words. 
The interpreting angel, however, as we shall see in our exposition of 
i^iF7, gives the prophet to understand very difi'erently — viz. that tb9 
vision relates to the history of the little horn detailed between ▼•^^ 
and 14 inclusively ^<- a history which is yet in the womb of time.— ^ A 
man^s voice betweeu the banks of Ulai commissions the angel to explain 
to Daniel the vision. Probably this is a hint to us that the vieien 
relates to the times mentioned in the twelfth chapter of Daniel, wbore 
we find that the man clothed in linen which was upon the waters of 
^e riverv' gives us numerical data for the determination of the rise of 
the uboraination tlmt raaketh desolate, which we judge to be ideolical 
with>tbe little horn. ^' So he [the angel Gabriel} came near where I 
stood £ and when be came^ I was afraid, and fell upon my face : bat 
li8Md*«&to rae. Understand, O son of man ; for at the time of tbe 
>^nd;[aa« temps marq^uc, apud tempus oonstitutum} shall be the vision*'^ 
Wo prefer 'before ours, the French and Tremellius's Latin versions of 
thi^ passage. .But where, then, are we to find this ^ temps marque," 
this '* ierapas «constitiitam," at which this vision is said to begin<r.-4his 
history of< the little fcom ? We believe that several hints are funiishod 
to us in i the prophetical narrative, to refer us to the tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth-ebapters' of Daniel for the determination of this ** tempo 
naarquef" this ^tempos constitutum :*' such as the prophet's bearing a 
mau'S voice between the banks of Ulai — most probably our Savionrfs, 
commissioning the angel Gabriel to instruct Daniel of the viuon, just 
OS the prophet tells us that he heard the voice of the words of the 
glorious personage, ** the man clothed in linen which was upon the 
wateiB of the river" Hiddekel ; such as Daniels falling on hia foee, 
^ud remaining in a deep sleep on his face towards the ground-*-^ die 
.▼ery things which he describee to have befiallen him when he JmokI 
tbe words of ^ glocious personage, which he describes in ebap. x^i5 
and 6 ;*-f^.all which correspondence of circumstances, wo believt^ W6e 
intended to point out to the faithful reader the coincidence of thodato 
o£ the be^nning of this vision, with those in the twelfth .ebapter' of 
DttiieL 'Accordingly, we meet with the very expresaione,. ^^ temfto 
msvqne," ^and 'Stempus constitutum," at v. 40 of the FrenektMd ^o- 
meliius's Latin TeffsicKDB* Now, wexnust consideiv^ihal^r^oim 
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^^i6Mi be^certained only by finding at what number of years it k^istant 
iViMn a known era, or some well-known date in profane bistoiy. Bat 
'tlt« formula in Dan^ xii. 7 contains the only^ means of ascertaioing: the 
date of any of the events in the narrative of the history of the' wurid 
which is given us in Daniel, xi., from the third year of Cyras till the 
tttn^ of the first resurrection ; and we have already shewn, that the 
^mly fixed date which can be determined from that formula 48 the year 
f806, the close of the period of the papal supremacy. We cannot 
see, therefore, how the vision which concerns the -little horn, or king 
of fierce countenance, can be said to commence at« *' temps marque," 
ti '* tempus constitutum," unless its beginning can be determined by 
means of some given number, together with either the date of the close 
oliithe papal period, or the year 1806, or the date of the commence- 
ment of the same, the year 546: for unless it be from either of these 
^dales that the 1S90 and 1335 days or years given in Daniel^ sdi. shilU 
take their beginning, they have no other ascertainable from any data, 
'Bnd the commencement or commencements of these two periods must 
^e indeterminable. But if the date of the rise of this little horn is^te 
be' determined at all, it must be so from the eleventh verse ef ike 
twelfth chapter of Daniel, the interpretation of which we must, there- 
f^k>^i immediately enter upofi. ** And from the thme^^aMhe daily sacri- 
Jice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketfa deaolaie 
'eetiip, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days*" The 
literal rendering of this verse, as far as we can gatlier, is asifollows^: 
And from the time the continual is taken away, to set up the abomina- 
tion that maketh desolate, a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 
Mow there are two different acts mentioned in this verse -**tfae taking 
away of the continual or true worship of the time, and tbe*tetting> up 
«f the abomination that maketh desolate ; and the diffie«h <|Qestioa'iii 
the exposition of this passage is, whether these tw9 acts ore eyodirb- 
fltos, or happen at the same point of time, in which -case> no evclit 
'wuhild mark the close of the 1290 years, — or^ whether thatpenod of 
ti«ie lies between the two acts. Certainly it may be said that the 
'^eontinual true worship may be taken away by the mere settingmi^ of 
-the abomination that maketh desolate, in which case the two acts abo^e 
•poken of would be simultaneous. But we shall best e^me' to a just 
conclusion concerning the true meaning of the passage in<quefitioB,'by 
a^ertaining, if possible, by what powers the daily, the 'Continual, the 
^ jugis cuUuSy* is taken away, and ^* the abomination that maketh de- 
~ aolate" is set up. Now, we are told, Dan. xi. 31, that arms etanding 
m Syrian as we have before explained it, shall take away the ^^ jogis 
'Jtrnkus" the continual true worship, and shall set up the abomination 
>that maketh desolate. The papal power of itself -could not, therefore, 
4ie said to take away the continual true worship, the ** jngis cultus^* 
because it never stood in Syria. Justinian the emperor, however, 
whose dominions extended over Syria, by granting supremacy to the 
Bishop of Rome, may, perhaps, be said to have taken away the con- 
stant true worship. If such (*.an really be said to have been the case, 
then it is evident that we must date the commencement of the 1290 
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yanTB'li'QiD ike -year 546 a. d., which we have determined to be the 
.oaniiueiicenieilt oi the papal period ; and the time for setting up die 
abMBination that maketh desoJate must, of course, be the year 1836^ 
But again, the little horn in Daniel, viii., we are told, is totake away 
ihe daily, the continual, the '* jugis cuitus,'* and to cast down tlie pkce 
of its sanctuary ; so that if the period of 1290 years lie between that 
taking away of the continual, and setting up the abominatioB that 
maketh desolate, then it must necessarily follow that this power is 
different from the little horn of cltapter viii. But if the taking away 
of the continual true worship by the little horn, and the setting up of 
tlie .abomination that maketh desolate, be simultaneous events, thea 
n^ conclusion can be drawn from Dan. xii. 11, concerning 4he rise of 
the little horn in the eighth chapter. Unless, therefore, we assign 
the taking away of the continual true religion to the establishment of 
tiie. papal power in the year 546, or 1260 years baclt wards from the 
year 1806, it is impossible to see how the date of the rise of the little 
horn, or that of the beginning of the vision of the little horn, can l>e 
determined; or how that date can be called a *^ temps marque," or 
^Mempus constitutum." The diificulty here is to conceive, how the 
continual true religion could have been taken away by the establish* 
meat of the pope's supremacy, and yet have an asylum, and still remain 
Iwbe takea away by. another power, which is to succeed to that of the 
fMapal. . • 

I it laay be of great consequence, however, to notice here, that from 
ant expdressioii in Tremellius's Latin version, the little horn in chap, 
yili. of Daniel does not extend his conquests towards the glory ('* le 
f^irei" '' decas") till some time after his establishment ; for it is saidf, 
thiit the little horn, v. 9, waxed exceeding great, toward the sooth, 
anil tpiwarti the east, and toward '^ decus," v. 10, ** ubi magnificavit 
SO)'/ &c. If this little horn be tlie same, then, as the abomination tliat 
maketh desolate, ^and he does not take away the daily, the continual 
tiriieiworship, but by invading the country which here receives the 
iNime of glory, it is plain that his taking away of the daily, and. bit 
.eftablibbmentycaanot bo synchronous events : and since his establishr 
Bftlint precedes his taking away of the daily sacrifice, it cannot be the 
date of this latter act that is the commencement of the 1290 years ; for 
this perioidi lies between the taking away of the daily, and the setting 
.«pi of the.. abomination that maketh desolate, when these two acts are 
not synchronous with eacb other. 

'* Noi«% as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep skfep on my 
iafce toward ti^e ground ; but he touched me, and set me upxight : aad 
he saidt Bebold, i will make thee know what shall be in the last end 
Wtbe indignation ;-ibr. at the time appointed the end shall be." Now, 
it is to be <>bserved, itbat.the prophet here, describes himself to haw 
been in thjti very,|>redicaineQt in which 4e tvas in chap, x^, having been 
raised frotorthe grpund in ea^h i(^f these cases by the an^l wiiosre*- 
aasnred himt (Xdus.if^ probably, intended as a hint to lead ns to viFSkilt 
port9O04 of tM naijr$i(ive qf^Dan^ xi., takes place in the timecailed' ^ the 
ia»t e&d'Of thesMHl^ignatioQ.";/* Nio^iao) cx>«ie/' ^ayathoaa^el l»J>ar 
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iiie), cliap. X. 14, '' to innki; tliee uoderHlaml what itliall bofull thy people, 
in xkie \aUot days ;" ai>ili as if to give Uaoiel a. hint at what portiuu ul' 
tlie narrative of eha|i. xi. these Uiier days cume iu, the augel add", 
" lor yut the vision tur niaiti/ ilays," or, literally, " for days," — an ei- 
jirusatuu HomewJiat aimilar to what is nBud at the close of the uanative 
u( the papal power in Uau. xi. 3J, '' fur yet for a time appointed ;" 
and vf*i ahull hnd, from sevemt hiuta that we shall gather from our 
exposition ol tliH eleventh chaptei' uf the Uevelatiuna, that a period of 
I'iQO years is yet to run uiiilfr uiiother Antiuhristian power, whidi 
dayH, Buccetdiiig to the papal days, may, in reference to them, be called 
lh« latter days. The reader will readily remember, that it wax just 
Huch an expressioa which led ns to coDclude that power to be the papal, 
whose narrative lay between v. 32 and 33 inclusively, where it was 
said, that those who uiidttrstood among the people should " fall by 
sword, and by Aatae, by captivity, and liy spoil, days;" the papal 
period being the former, the secund A nti christian period the latter 
dayH, in which some event should hefall the people of the Jews. 

There is yet aiiuthei' question re^rdin;; time connected with tbe 
prophetical narrative of chap. viii. the reaolution of which has been a 
fertile euorce of error with many of the interpreters of prophecy, who 
hare, very unthinkingly, obtained from the number 2300, in v. 14, a 
conclusion which leil them to give out that the Jews would be restored 
to ihcir own Holy Land in the year IS*?. Those interpreters have 
erred, partly from misunderstanding the meaning of v. 1^, partly from 
cousideiing that that which the angel calls the vision, compreliends the 
whole narrative — aa well that concerning the ram and he-goat, as 
that concerning the little horn ; whereas we have shewn that what ia 
called the vision by the angel, comprehends only the narrative of the 
little horn : but, in more than all, they have erred in mistaking the 
;^300, iu V. 14, for days, to be inteqireted, as in other places, years; 
whereas they are, in tlie original, only to be rendered evening's and 
■Bomings, or absolute days, as we shall confirm by the meaning of the 
text. Much heedless predictions, pretended to be derived from the 
interpretation of prophecy, throw great discredit upon the study of it, 
and those who have entered most deeply upon this will ever be the 
last to hsiSiird them. 

" Then I heard one saint speaking," says Daniel, " and another 
sainl said unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall be the 
vision concerning the daily sacrijice, and the trSinsgression of desola- 
tion, to give both the sanctuaiy and the host to be trodden under foot ? 
And he said nnto uie. Unto two thousand and three hundred days 
[evenings and mornings, literally] ; then shall the sanctuary he 
cleansed." Of the difl'erent translations of these two verses which we 
have seen, we, upon the whole, prefer the English, the meaning of the 
i]ueation in whicli is evidently as follows : How long shall that portion 
of profane history be, in which tiiat portion of the prophetic narrative 
shall be fulfilled which concerns the daily, or continual true religion, 
iu which both the nation in which that true religion had founil an 
aftyloair uid the people af that oaliMi, shall be trodden undec foot i* 
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We lal-e of iopitfibri that ttiiA is th« mefllniiig of r. IS, lyeeans^ vHftkt'^ 
cftUed'th^ vision 'by the angel, concerns, asf we h^ve shewn; l/h^ rise^ttrid 
chtiractei*, «nd history of the little horn in general, and taoi one <^ti)^ 
nets of that power in particular ; and, therefore, the ^neation of' time 
4s n*Btricted by the safnt to a particalar act, y\z. the giting' thoiiatkM 
and people, from which the continual true religion had fdabd prKyti^ 
-tion, to be trodden under foot ; and the answer 'gi?en cotrespOiKld to 
this moaning of the <|ue8tien ; for the samt says, Unto two^ tftoMtttid 
^nd thr^ hnndred openings and mornings, or absolute diBkys.' TH^ 
Ve«^er will be sensible at once that the question adked herein ^ififeretit 
in its nature from the ono which is asked by the angel of the man do^ 
ihed in Hrien which was upOn the waters of the river, in Dan. J^n. 6^^ 
^. ** Ho^ k»ng shall it be to the end of these wonders ?'* for there^twO 
d^tifact points of tifiie aro implied by the connection of the word *• td* 
with the iquestiori " how long." But neither the word> •• to" nor-** tifl" 
have we in the question of v. Id ; neither is it asked how lohg'shkH 
be the Vision generaHy, but only, how long shall betbatt portion bf 
profiane history during which the people and nation shall be trodden 
uit^r foot, Which aiiorded protection to the continual tm6 religicUi; 
And hiere We may observe, that although the close of this peribd^ia 
marked by an event, vie. the cleansing of the sanctuary or iistk>MA 
Wliicih'the eontmual -true religion had found an asylum from^^e invo^ 
ding lind polluting little horn, or Antichristian power, ^et lio^vent 
tiiurius tire beginntiig bf that period. Between what two points 'bf 
tinre the 2S00 days of triumph of the little lunm over the pcfople «Mi 
nation who had sheltered the true religion lies, we are, therefore, Hot 
given to kmow ; and it would be useless to cotaje^ture. ' It is pro^Mfr, 
however, to point out the errors of others, that the Chiistian worid 
tn^ybe uMeceived in those idle and groundless hopes that some have 
6^ <^bnfidefitly tilled up. Allowing, then, that the 2300, or 2400 if 
they WiH have it so, are to be interpreted not days, but years,— ^allow- 
ing that the word in tlie original, translated ita the English Versioil 
**^^aily ^cr?/te," 16 significative of the worship by daily offeringaftt 
the tetfyple,-^ allowing that the sanctuary and host of v. 13 were tb^ 
Jewish t«jnple' and the Jewish people, before the destruction of >the 
former, and the banishment of the latter, by the Roman armsjw^ilnd 
knowing* that the vision comprehends the whole narrative between v, 
3>and 14%iclnsively, — how will interpreters make it out, that between 
the year l»d3 b.c, and the year 1847, the Jewish teniple and Jewish 
people-x-the sanctuary and the host — were trodden under foot for thie 
space of ^00 years ? Why, the temple of Jerusalem was destroyed iA 
the' year 76 A. C, so that between that date and the year 1847, wYmk 
it is, according to these interpreters, to be restored and cleansed^'there 
are 6frly 1771 years. 

' We are %vewe from Numbering this little condensed treatise! with 
long'ejttractsi iVotn th^ Work^ of other interpreters of prophecy, merely 
for the purpose Of feftrting their errors ; but as One of our purposes 
in writing this work was to undeceive our readers with regard to a 
result which has been widely communicated to. the Christian world 
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through the woik of ilie Kov. Edward hv'mg, about line luim'n ot iUh 
Jewa tu PaleHtiiiH ia tlie year m47, we ihJaL it equally ilue to our 
reailera, and that gentleman, tu let them hear him ia tna own wordai 

" It is of so much importance that tlie Church be baniwlied out oF 
this inuuriousnesa and doubting, conceroiiig the revelation uf exact 
timea, which 1 reaolre either into want of iudustry to atndyi or want 
of faith to receive, the divine admonition thereof, that at the risk of 
being thought prolix, and given tii repetition, I bIibII, hefore J diamiuM 
the subject, advert once more to the date of SiOO days, (accnrdiiig to 
thu reniUn^ of the Septuagint,) given in the vision of the Itam and 
He-goat. The great end of which vision, as hath been often said, is 
the euperBliriona of Mahomed : but, as is usual, it is deduced hy a 
chain of events, from the lime of the prophet, down to the time when 
the false prophet prevails againnt tliu host of lieaven, and takea away 
the daily sacrifice, and caateth down the trntb tn the ground. After 
which, for the rest of hie actions, it ia merely said, in two worda, tliat 
' be practised, and prospered.' Then to draw the greater attention to 
the matter of the time, it is pat Inta the mind of one saint to in- 
quire of another, ' How long shall be the viaion concerning the daily 
sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary 
and the host to be trodden under foot ?' The viaiou is, hy the holy 
one, characteriied, not by the battle of the ram and goat, or by the 
four horna which sprung up, or by the little horn which waxed so 
great, but by that which is its true character, the captivity and spolia- 
tion of the Church's iionour and glory. And the qnesikin ia, How 
long is the viaion ? that is. Until how long is the vision ? And tbe 
answer is, ' Unto two thousand and four hmidred days ; then shall the 
sanctuary he cleanaed.' Now, wlien one asks a question. How long ? 
without defining a time, he ia umlerstood to mean from the time be 
aaka ; and when he ia answered. For so long, he understands from 
the time when he is answered. And so we compute these ii400 days 
from the time when Daniel saw the vision, and heard the angels put 
and answer the question. If the question had been, How long shall 
he tread the sanctuary under foot ■'' then we should have reckoned 
from the time he profaned and poUuteil it, aa iu the vision of the papal 
horn, when the period ia given as the duration of hia blasphemy and 
power. But the question being of the vision generally, and answered 
of the vision generally, without any such interposition of a commencing 
time, must, aa hath been aaid, be taken from the time then presf^nt : 
that is, Irom the time at which the vision was seen — that ia, before 
Christ 5a3 years. From which, reckoning 'iiOO years, we arrive at 
the year after Christ, 1847 ; at which time the aiige! declares, • Then 
shall the sanctuary be cleansed.'" 

Instead of being banished out of its incuriouaneaa and doubting, 
concerning the revelation of exact times, we would that the Chorch 
were banished from those idle and deceitful hopes which hace been 
raised in its bosom by some interpretera of prophecy, who have set 
about expounding its oracles with such a careless spirit of iaquiry, as 
tawUy tOi diitreganl ithe explanatiws of them .wUu^ b{tHc.ibe«it given 
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to their human authors by the very messengers of beaTen themselves. 
It is to dispel these ill-timed hopes that we, who pretend to no learn- 
ing, no tbeologic lore, have tbongbt it worth oar while, in vindication 
of God 8 Word, to throw together, into as cl^ar an arrangement as we 
could, the various results th^t we could arrive at by a long continued 
and frequently reiterated perusal of those portions of the sacred text 
which bear upon the subjects which we have selected for our essay in 
exposition. But while we thus freely criticise the opinions of others, 
we do not arrogate freedom from error for our own. We throw them 
before the public to be as freely criticised as they may, — happy if, by 
the play of logical weapons, some sparks of truth may be hit fiery off. 

Mr Irving here tells us, that the great end of the vision of the ram 
and he-goat is the superstitions of Mahommed. It is the little horn 
which Mr Irving understands to be typical, we presume, of Mahommed ; 
for a horn is never typical of a superstition, but always of a powev 
either personal or national. The power of the popes of Rome has 
been typified, as the reader well knows, in the seventh chapter of 
Daniel, by a little horn. But who, we would ask Mr Irving, have 
l)een the succession of men who have been the prototypes of this laAtle 
horn, enforcing, by their earthly power, the worship of the Mahom- 
medan superstition for upwards of a thousand years, in the same 
manner that the popes of Rome enforced the idolatrous worship and 
observances of popery ? None — ^none. We defy Mr Irving to point 
them out. If Mr Irving understand by the sanctuary, the temple eti 
Jerusalem, and by the daily sacrifice, the true mode of Christian 
worship, as he does ; when, we would ask him, did Mahommed take 
away the true mode of Christian worship that had found a shelter in 
Jerusalem ; or when did the daily sacrifice, as he understands it, ever 
find a shelter in that city ? Does Mr Irving not know that the nation 
of the host of heaven, in which the true form of the Christian worship 
had found an asylum, must be some Christian nation ? We would 
also ask when Mahommed cast down the Jewish sanctuary, which was 
razed to the ground long before his day ? Mr Irving knows, that ever 
since the temple and city of Jerusalem were destroyed and sacked by 
the Roman arms, they could not, in the language of prophecy, be call- 
ed a sanctuary, any more than since that time the Jewish people could 
be called the host of heaven. The little horn, too, we are told in v. 
24s *^ sb&U destroy the mighty and the holy people ;" but what mighty 
and holy people did Mahommed ever destroy ? 

" But, as is usual,'' continues Mr Irving, *' it [the vision] is deduced 
by a chain of events, from the time of the prophet, down to the time 
when the false prophet prevails against the host of heaven, and takes 
away the daily sacrifice, and casteth down the truth to the ground." 
So the vision, if we understand Mr Irving's words aright, is deduced 
by a chain of events, from the time of the prophet Daniel, in the year 
553, to the time when the false prophet Mahommed prevails against 
the host of heaven, in the year 606. If Mr Irving understands by the 
vision the whole of the 4)rophetic narrative between v. 3 and 1 4 re- 
spectively, then surely it is deduced, not only down from the time of 
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the propliet, or the year 553 a. c., to the lime wh<^n i\m Utile hom is 
net np, or when Mabomme^ prevails against the trne Tftligion, but down 
to the very last act4 of the little horn, or of Malioinrned — down to the 
time when the sanctnary at Jeiuttalem is lo be cleaiiaed, as Mr Irving' 
has it, in tlie year LSI?. And if Mr Irring will make a chain of the 
events in the vision, we do contend that it must he a broken chain, 
with a rant hiatus in its middle — a great nnniber of ila linba awanting. 
We do think that if Mr Irving had made two ebains of the events, he 
wonld have been much more germane to the matter. In the year 801 
B. c. was the battle of Ipsus fought, when the doraitiions oF Alexander 
were divided among his four lieutenanls ; and in the year 608 A. C. 
did Mahommed begin to priipagate his superstition : «o iliat here is a 
gap oF no less than upwards of nine huiidnsd years in Mr Irving's chain 
of events — nearly of half ilB whole length, even if it extended from the 
time of the prophet Daniel in the year 553, down the atream of time 
till the year ISil — farther than Mr Irving has hi-re supposed it. 

" Then to <lraw the greater attention to the matter of the time," pro- 
ceeds Mr Irving, " it is put into the mind of one saint to inquire of an- 
other, ' How long shall be the vision concerning ihe daily sacrifice, and 
the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host 
to he trodden under fool ?' The vision is, by the holy one, character- 
ized, not by the battle of the rara and goat, or by the four lioms which 
sprung up, or by the little horn which waxed so great, but by that 
which is its true character, the cnptivity and spoliation of tbo Church a 
honour and glory.' Now, we appeal to the common sense of every 
one of our readers, whether thu angel characterizes the vision at nil in 
V. 1 3, but merely asks how long shall be that portion of profane history 
fulfilling the portion of the prophetical narrative, in which the sanclnary 
and the host shall he trodden under tool. Tlie vision of the little horn 
is a prophetic narrative of the acts of a power, of which that little 
horn is typical, and the treading of the sanctuary and the host under 
foot are only two of the acts of that power ; but these two acts liaving 
relation to the true Church of Goil — the sanclnary and tbe host — 
a question of time concerning them is asked in particnlar. If tlie 
vision of the httle horn is characterized at ail by any of tbe angelic 
personages that appear, it is so by Gabriel, wKen lie tells Daniel that 
i of the end shall be the vision : and if Mr Irving had 
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I is, How long is the vision ? that is, Until how 
And the answer is, ■ Unio two thousand and 
ys 1 then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.' Now, 
question. How long ? without definintr a time, he is 
understood to mean from the time he asks ; and when he is answered. 
For so long, he nnderstnnds from the time when he is answered." 
We are sorry to be under the necessity of bringing an impntalion or 
obargB of duingennotuneH against Mi Irving, but really he has here 
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incurred it. The question, he knows as well as we, is not simply, 
How long shall be the rision ? without any restriction or qualification. 
The question, need we repeat it once more, is, How long shall be the 
vision, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under 
foot ? Neither is it. Until how long is the vision ? for the word '^ unti],** 
which Mr Irving so unwarrantably introduces here, is of his own fabri* 
cation, for the express purpose of suiting the very language of scripture 
to his own views of its meaning. Suppose, for example, that, in the 
vision of the seventh chapter of Daniel, two saints had appeared, and 
that one of them had asked of the other, How long shall be the vision 
concerning the little horn, for it to prosper and practice ? and that the 
latter had answered. Unto one thousand two hundred and sixty days ; 
surely Mr Irving would never have thought of dating the commence- 
ment of that period from the year when Daniel saw that vision— the 
year 551 B.C. The two cases are perfectly similar, except only that 
the 1260 years was the time of domination of the papal power over 
Christendom, and the 2300 evenings and mornings, or days, are the 
time of triumph of a future Antichristian power over one portion or 
nation of Christendom, that had once offered an asylum to the true 
religion, but had afterwards been delivered over to punishment for 
some transgression against it. 

** If the question had been, How long shall he tread the sanctuary 
under foot ?'* continues Mr Irving, '* then we should have reckoned 
from the time he profaned and polluted it.'' Now, with all^ submission, 
we refer to our readers whether this is not the very question asked, 
according to Mr Irving*s own shewing. ** The vision is, by the holy 
one, characterized," says Mr Irving, *^ not by the battle of the ram and 
goat, or by the four horns which sprung up, or by the little horn which 
waxed so great, but by that which is its true character, the captivity 
and spoliation of the Church s honour and glory. And the question is, 
How long is the vision ?*' Now, surely, if, according to the very words ^ 
of Mr Irving here quoted, the question is, How long is the vision ? and 
the vision is characterized by the spoliation of the church, the tramp- 
ling under foot of the sanctuary and the host, then the question asked 
iSf *' How long shall he tread the sanctuary under foot ?" To close 
this somewhat too long criticism, however, we shall merely add, that 
if Mr Irving will diligently inquire into the meaning of the words of 
the narrative of the little horn, he will find that the *^ sanctuary" men- 
tioned there, translated in the French version 'domicile," and in 
Tremellins's Latin *' domicilium," has nothing whatever to do with the 
temple at Jerusalem, but is merely the nation in which the. ** daily 
sacrifice^'' according to his own signification of those two words — that 
is, the true form of Christian worship — had found an asylum. 

Chapter XL 

The next portion of scripture which concerns a future Antichristian 

power, is that portion of the eleventh chapter of Daniel which begins 

with T. 36, and ends with the chapter. This portion Luther, in his 

Greman translation, joins to what in our version is called the twelfth 
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<jliapter, and makes his twelfth chapter of Uib two together, whicli he 
deflignatee, Of the AntichriHt of the last tioiea. " And the king aliall 
do according to hia will ; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify him- 
aelf above every god, and shall speak merrellous things against the 
God of gods." It is here said, that this king is of a resolate and wil- 
ful character, correepondiag to the Geree countenance which is assigned 
to the little horn in Dan. viii. 23, which is, perhaps, the very same 
power. The rest of this paaa^e speaks plainly enongh for itself, and 
is precisely what is said by St Paul of his man of sin, in 2 Theasalo- 
nians, ii. 4, " who opposeth and exaltelh himself above all that is called 
God." " And he shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished." 
This is not the indignation against the Jewish nation ; for the reader 
will see, from onr exposition of the twenty-fonrth chapter of St Mat- 
thew, that the generation of the .lews, at the time of the destruction of 
their city and temple hy the Roman arms, filled up, Matth. xxiii. 33, 
the measure of iniquity as well as punishment of their fatliers by the 
rejection and crucifixion of our Savionr, and by killing, and crucifying, 
and scourging in their aynegogues, and persecuting from city to city, 
the prophets, and wise men, and scribes of the Christian covenant, as 
their fathers had before done those of the Mosaic ; and by the destruc- 
tion of their city and temple,' and their banishment from the land of 
Judea, And the reader will also see, from quotations which we have 
already given from Ezekiel, and which we need not repeat here, that 
after their return to the Holy Land the Jews shall transgress no more. 
The indignation here mentioned must, therefore, be against some nation 
following aa their religion the true mode of worship acconling to the 
Christian covenant. Accordingly we are told, Dan. xii- 7, that " when 
be [the man clothed in linen which was upon the waters of the river] 
shall iiave accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all 
these things shall be finished ;" that is, all the events prophetically set 
forth in the narrative of this chapter shall have come to pass : which 
holy people mentioned there cannot be interpreted of the Jews, either 
before the destruction of their city and temple, and their banishment 
from the laod of Judea, or during the time of their captivity among 
the nations, or after their return to the Holy Land ; for the power of 
that people was scattered by the Roman arms lung ago, and the Jews 
cannot merit the name of holy people, tiil, after their return to Judea, 
they shall have acknowledged and mourned over our Saviour as him 
whom they had pierced, when he shall have appeared among ihem in 
glory on his advent to this earth, Zechar. xii., after which leturn they 
shall be scattered no more. Ezekiel, ixxiv. 1 1 — 13 — " For thus saith 
the Lord God ; Behold, i, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek 
them out. As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is 
among his sheep that are scattered ; so will I seek out my sheep, and 
will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in 
the cloudy and dark day. And I will bring them out from the peo- 
ple, and gather them from tlie countries and will bring them to their 
own land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the rivers, 
and in ail the inhabited places of the country." Verse 2^ — " There- 
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fore will I sa^e my fiock, and they shall no more l>e a prey ;" t. 25— 
*' And I will make with them a covenant of peace." See also chaps, 
xxxvi. and xxxvii., which are too long to be qaoted here. The holy 
people mentioned in Dan. xii. 7, must, therefore, be some Christian 
nation following the true mode of Christian worship according to the 
Christian covenant ; and as we have already determined the inhabit- 
ants of Great Britain to be the host of heaven, set apart by God from 
the errors of popery, so we must conclude that they are the holy peo- 
ple mentioned in Dan. xii. 7, whose power is to be scattered at the 
close of the events in profane history fulfilling those in the prophetical 
narrative of this chapter ; and, therefore, that the period of domination 
(2300 days) of the little horn above this elect nation — this sanctuary 
in which the daily, the *' jugis cuUus,'' had found an asylum, should 
close with the events in profane history fulfilling the last act of the 
prophetical narrative of this chapter : always considering tlie little horn 
in chap. viii. to be the same power with the wilful king, whose pro- 
phetic narrative begins at v. 36. Now if, by the invasion of Great 
Britain, the sanctuary or asylum of the true religion — the daily, the 
*' jugis cultus' — the little horn of chap, viii., or wilful king of chap. 
xi., takes that away from its inhabitants, then the taking away of the 
daily, and the setting up of the abomination that maketh desolate, 
cannot be synchronous events, seeing that the former of these events 
must take place within, at furthest, 2300 days, or six years and 140 
days, before the close of the career of the latter. But neither can the 
taking away of the daily, the *' jugis cultusy' and the setting up of the 
abomination that maketh desolate, be synchronous events, if we con- 
sider the former to have been effected by the Emperor Justinian esta- 
blishing the supremacy of the pope at Home in the year 546, as we 
have determined the date of that act; for that act is already past, 
whereas the setting up of the abomination that maketh desolate is still 
future. If, then, as we have made out, the taking away of the daily, 
the ** jugis cultas^ and the setting up of the abomination that maketh 
desolate, be not synchronous events, the period of 1 290 years of Dan. 
xii. II, must necessarily lie between them. Even if this were the 
case, however, we cannot see how the date of the close of the 1290 
years can be determined, unless we begin them from the year 546 ; in 
which case they would end in the year 1836, which would be the year 
in which, according to Daniel, xii. II, the abomination that maketh 
iiesolate would be set up. 

Towards the determination of the points of time between which the 
periods of 1290 and 1335 years lie, two different questions present 
themselves, the resolution of which may be of very great service — viz. 
1st, Is the human understanding inhibited by the decree of God from 
finding out the dates when either of these periods commence, till after 
they have transpired ? 2d, How many Anticbristian powers are there 
altogether to appear in the world? — As regards the first of these 
questions, Daniel, after he had heard the man clothed in linen which 
was upon the waters of the river declare the formula of time in Dan. 
xii. 7, tells us that he heard, but he underatood not : bat that he then 
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saiil t« that same peraontigc, tny Lord, what sliiill he tlit: ernl ol' 
these things'/ m, as liiBbup Nentun baa it, WIj3t or how luug sliall 
ba thene laiter times, or latter wonders ? In aiigwer to trhich qutsiiua 
the niBn clothed in linen said. Go thjr way, Dfiniel : for tlie words are 
clueeil np and sealed tit) thtj time uf the end (temps marqne, tsmpus 
iletermiuatuio.) Now, the readev will he careful to observe, that iii 
the prophetical narrative of this chapter there are two times of the end 
— two " temps marques" meotiiineil, — the one at v. 35, the other at 
v. 40, of the English and French versions respectively ; in the latttr 
of which verses, however, Tremellias lias " sub tempna constitutnm," 
instead of his corresponding expreaaion, " tempusdeterminatum." Now, 
whether it be to the former or the latter of these times of the end that 
the angel refers the propliet as the date at wliich tlie question tlie lat- 
ter asks will be resolved, it is difficult to tell. If it be to the former 
of them, then that date, as we have shewn, having transpired, no 
obstacle is now interposed to the finding out of the date of the close of 
the 1335 years. Yet bow to find out the close of t*!^ period, nnless 
we date its commencement, as well as that of 1390 years, from the 
year 546, or begin the I<t35 yeara from the close of the 1390 years, 
and commence this ^ain at the year 546, we cannot tell. But we 
cannot think that the two periods, 1390 and 1335, have a eynchroDOUs 
beginning at the year 54(>, for that would bring the date of the Srst 
resurrection as early as the year ISUI, TS years onwards from the 
year 1806 ; and we shall see reason to believe, in our exposition of 
Kev. si. from the beginning of v. 3, that another Anlichristian power 
is yet to arise in the world, whose period shall be as long as the papa) 
of 1360 years. IF, agaio, it be tu the latter of these dates called time 
of the end at v. 40, that the angel refers the prophet as to a time when 
his question may be resolved, then the beginning of the 1390 and 1335 
years cannot be <letermined till some event or events marking their 
close shall have come to pass, when the date of this, as well as that of 
their beginning, shall be determined. We should be inclined to think, 
however, from the passage from v. 35 being abruptly introduced imme- 
diately after the «ngel referring the prophet to the time of the end — 
the " t«mpuH determinatum" in chsp. xii. 0, as to a time when his 
questiuD concerning the end of the events in the narrative after the 
date marked out by the formula could be resolved, that it was to the 
former time of the end in v., 35 he alluded, when he told Daniel that 
the words were closed up and sealed till the lime of the end, — We 
shall enter at present no further upon the discussion of the first ques- 
tion we proposed to ourself, hut wait to see whether any event occur- 
riug in the year lt^6 may lead us to believe ^at the daily was taken 
away by the establishment of the supremacy of the pope in the year 
546, the beginning of the papal period, in which case the abomination 
that maketh desnlate should be set up in the former of these yearH. 
But if nothing of this kind happen, then the taking away of the daily, 
or " jugis cullus," must neeijs be future ; and, consequently, no fulEire 
dates can be predicted. If, then, in the year lS3ti we see a person 
wiie enforcing idoktionti worship, and that person is supported by 
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arms, or human power or force staading in Syria, then we may be snre 
that the taking away of the daily or " jagis cuUus" mentioned in chap, 
xii. 11, took place in the year 546. 

We mast next speak in regard to the second of these qnestions, 
viz. how many Antichristian powers are yet future, — or, whether the 
little horn or king of fierce countenance, in Dan. Tiii. ; the wilful 
king, whose narrative begins at v. 36, and ends with the present 
chapter ; the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the pro- 
phet, in chap. xii. 11 ; St Paul's man of sin, 2 Thessalonians, ii. .3 ^ 
the beast with the horns like a lamb that cometh up oat 'of the earth, 
and whose narrative begins with v. 11, and closes with the end of 
Rev. xiii. y and the scarlet-coloured beast fiili of names of blasphemy 
of Rev. xvii. — be each the same Antichristian power ; for each of them 
is yet to appear in the world, as will be abundantly evident from 
what we say of them in the exposition of those portions of scripture 
which prophetically narrate their histories. Now, from the title writ- 
ten upon the forehead of the woman of Rev. xvii., who is typical, Rev. 
xvii. 18, of the city of Rome, we are disposed to think that there are 
only two Antichristian powers yet future — the word " harlots'' being 
applicable to the papal apostacy ; for we find in Rev. xiv., that the 
idolatry of the papal power is characterised by whoredom : for it is 
said of the nation that was set apart from the errors of popery, as we 
have seen, '* that they were not defiled with the love of women, but 
are virgins;" and the power which is to stand 4n the holy place Jeru- 
salem, at that time of great trouble immediately before the next advent 
of our Saviour, receives the name of the abomination of desolation from 
our Saviour. Moreover, too, we must consider, 1st, That in the narra- 
tive of chap. xi. which ends with the wilful king establishing his palaces 
between the (Mediterranean and Dead ?) seas on the glorious holy 
mountain of Jerusalem, there is but one and the same power, the wilful 
king, taken notice of after the close of the narrative of the papal power 
at V. 35. 2d, That, in Rev. xi., only two periods, each of the equal 
duration of 1260 days or years, are noticed, — the former, the papal, 
under the distinguishing form of ** forty and two months ;" the latter, 
that of the beast that arises out of the bottomless pit, whose narrative 
begins at v. 3, and ends with v. 13 of that chapter, immediately upon 
the time when the temple was opened in heaven, Rev. xi. 19 — that 
is, about the time when the vials of wrath were poured out. Rev. xv. 
5, and xvi. 1, which is most probably that time of great trouble 
which is immediately to precede the delivery of the Jews from their 
captivity, Dan. xii. 1, and the advent of our Saviour, Matthew, xxiv. 
3d, That the papal beast, with its sixth head healed, which was wounded 
as it were to death, or slain, by Bonaparte in the year 1806, shall live 
along with the beast with two horns like a lamb, the latter of which 
powers shall enforce the worship of the image of the former, and work 
miracles before him, which beast with the two horns (»n be none other 
than St Paul's man of sin. If, then, there should be only one Antichris- 
tian power yet to appear in the world, as we have shewn to be proba- 
ble, one would think that the periods 1290 and 1335 years cannot 
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both remain to run their coarse diathicily and separati-ty ; fur tl>i' 
peridil of tlif papnl power being alrewly post, there shoulil only rem&in 
tht! period uf i'^UO years of tlie second Antichriitt; ho tliut, in this 
caae, we mast be under the necessity of beginning the 1290 years ut 
the same dnte as the 1260 years of the papal period began; and then 
^ain, beginning the 1335 years from the end of 1290 yeara, which 
would include the 1260 years of the fatare Antichrietian power. The 
twelfth chapter of the Revelations, however, has presented to ua some 
difficulties in this scheme ; for if the 1260 years in which the noman 
seeks sevlusioD in the wilderness he the papal period, it appears very 
strange that the period of the second Anticbristian power should hx 
given in a mystical form, seeing that it was so openly revealt'd in tho 
l'26l) years dnring which the witnesses are to be clothed in sackcloth 
and ashes. Is it possiblK that the 1260 days or years mentioned in v. 
6 of that chapter, should he the period of the second Antichrist foini- 
ing B part of the 1290 years, and that the time, times, and half a time, 
shonid make a, part of the 1335 years which are to succeed the 1390 
years ? We most leave to time the unravelling of such perplexing 
and difficult questions. We have brought down the fulfilment of 
Daniel's chronology to the latest date, the year 1806. Others that 
succeed us on the stage of time may continue it still further. 

" Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of 
women, nor regard any god : for he shall magnify himself above all." 
This verse we think safHciently explicit in itself not to stand in need 
of any comment. Bishop Newton makes the wilful king of v. 36 a 
continuation of the papal power ; but we think that this cannot bt- 
done without the utmost perversion of the meaning of the language of 
prophecy. Did the popes not regard tlie CJod of their fathers, nor any 
other god ? or did they magnify themselves above all gods ? Surely 
this cannot be said. " But in his estate shall he lionour the God of 
forces : and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with 
gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things," 
" The word mahuzziin," translated in our version " of forces," " is 
derived," says Bishop Newton, " from a radical verb, signifying, he 
teas strong ;" and the proper meaning of it is, mimition, bulwarks, 
fortresxes. The literal translation should, therefore, stand thus : But 
in his estate shall he honour the God of fortresses ; and a go<], fcc. 
We here learn that this wilful king shall worship a military idol, and 
ornament it with several of the most precious anil costly things which 
the earth afl'ords. " Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with 
a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory : 
and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the laud 
for gain." This verse we render with Bishop Newton as follows : 
Thus shall he do : to the defenders of tnaJmzzim (fortresBes) he shall 
multiply honour ; and he shall cause them to rule over many, and 
shall divide the land for gain. This ia merely saying that the wilful 
king shall honour the defenders of fortresses, autl that he will diviJn 
among such persons the land as their reward. " And at the time of 
the endjjku temps marqne, snh tempua coastttutum^ shall the king 
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of the soath push at him : and the kingf of the north tiiaH eoine against 
him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and willi 
many ships." « Oar readers have already seen that the kings of the 
north and soath here mentioned, are the kings of Syria and Egypt; 
bat who. they may be at the time they set npon the Anrticbiistiao 
power going under the title of the wilful king, who, in retaliation, of 
their aggression^, shall invade and overflow their eonntries, we cannot 
tell. It is vain u> throw forth useless conjectures upon the fulfilmest 
of the rest of the prophetical narrative of thi«i chapter. We must leave 
the exposition of it to Ithe expositor of prophecy who may snrviye the 
fulfilment of its last events. We may merely observe ^before douag, 
that we should be led to believe^ from the expression of TremdliuSy 
" sub tempus constitutum,'' that the date of the narrative of v. 40 was 
not just at an appointed time, bat close upon it^ the word sub implying 
as much. 



PART II. 
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Commentaries on St Matthew^ chapter xxiv., and 2 TJiessaUmimis^ 

chapter W. 1 — 9. . v . , 

. ' . ■ 

St Matthew, Chap. XXIV. ^ 

The next prophetical mention we have nnde ef aft Antichristian 
power is in the twenty-fourth chapter of St MatUiiMV. Oar SaviouF, 
after reprobating the hypocrisy and self-eooeeited sanctity of the 
Jewish scribes and pharisees, says, Matth. xxiiL 3S, ^ Fill ye up, then, 
the measure of your fathers;" as if the destruction of Jerusaleoi, 
which he was just about to announce, was the loll measure of punish- 
ment of the Jewish nation for all their wickedness previous to that 
catastrophe. And then to give the He to the sincerity of their profes- 
sions of respect for the departed prophets, which the scribes atid phari- 
sees had been shewing by building the tombs of the prophets, and gar- 
nishing the sepulchres of the righteous, he tells them that they dM>iild 
in no wise be better than their fathers whom they condemned : ^. 84 
— 36 — <* Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise mes; 
and scribes : and some of them ye shall kUl and crucify ; and Bome of 
them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from 
city to city : That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed 
upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blodd' of 
Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and 
the altar. Verily I say unto you. All these things shall come upon 
this generation." And so they did ; for |n little more than forly yean 
from the time when our Saviour delivered these words, Jernsal^ and 
its beautiful temple were destroyed by the Roman power. Otir 
Saviour, after pouring out his pathetic lamentation over the £Kte of 
Jerusalem, adds these remarkable and important words, ^* Ye shall net 
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«eerae henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that coraeth in the 
name of the Lord." Now, the reader will be careful to notice, that it 
is not to his disciples that our Saviour is addressing these words, but 
to the scribes and pharisees of the Jewish nation ; and that these words 
eonvey to these infidel Jews as plainly as words can convey any truth, 
that they should not see Jesus Christ till they should say, ** Blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord ;'' which they cannot be said 
to do till our SaWour's second advent to this earth, when he shall, 
Zechariah, xii., ^ave Jerusalem in a miraculous manner from all the 
people round about, *' when they shall be in the siege both against 
Jndah and against Jerusalem ;* and when, v, 10, he '' will pour upon 
the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spiril^ 
of grace and of supplications ; and they shall look upon" him '* whom 
they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for 
his only son^ and shall be in bitterness for him, as une that is in bitter- 
ness for his firstborn,'* — when, indeed, the Jewish nation shall say, 
^ Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord/' 

After this, ** Jesus went out, and departed from the temple : and 
his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple. . 
And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things ? verily I say 
Hnto you. There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down. And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, 
the disciples came unto him privately, saying. Tell us, when shall these 
things be ? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end 
ef the world ?" Our Saviour has now changed his company. He 
had been among the scribes and pharisees in the temple reprobating 
and denouncing vengeance upon them and their nation : he is now 
among his own disciples, who were anxious to shew him the buildings 
of the temple, and the great stones of which they were composed, not 
one of which, however, he takes occasion to tell them, shall be left 
upon another. It must be observed here, that the future events of 
which our Saviour had been talking, both within the temple to the 
Jewish scribes and pharisees, and without the temple to his own dis- 
ciples, had been the destruction and demolition of the Jewish city and 
temple ; and, therefore, when his disciples ask of him, sitting upon 
the inoant of Olives, When shall these things be ? we must understand 
the future events comprehended in the expression '* these things," to 
be merely the destruction of the city and temple of Jerusalem. To 
this question, however, on the part of his disciples, our Saviour returns 
BO answer ; for he had answered it already when he told the scribes 
and pharisees in the temple, perhaps in presence of his disciples, that 
*' All these things shall come upon this generation" — the punishment 
of the iniquity of their fathers, as well as their own — the righteous 
blood of the prophets, and wise men, and scribes of the Mosaic as well 
as of those of the Christian covenant — the punishment of the whole 
Jewish nation by the spoliation of their city, the pollution of their tem- 
ple, and the banishment of them from Judea among all the nations of 
the earth* But the destruction of the city and temple of Jerusalem is 
&ot the only subject of inquiry to the disciples. They ask of their 

L 
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di?ine master, also, two other questions, viz. '' What^hall bd thtf^igtr 
of thy coming, and of the end of the worfd ?** '' 

'* And Jesus answered and said unto them^ Take heed thattio fttm • 
deceive you. For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Ohristl; 
and shall deceive many. And ye shall hear of wars and ruikiours of 
wars : see that ye he not troubled : for all these things must com^ to 
pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom ; and there shall be famines, and pestilences, 
and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of 
sorrows. Then shall they deliver yon up to be afflicted, and shall kill 
you : and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. And 
then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall 
hate one another. And* many false prophets shall rise, and shall de^^ 
ceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of mafny 
shall wax cold. But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall 
be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all Uie 
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end coiAe; 
When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of 
by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him 
understand :) Then let them which be in Judea flee into the moan- 
tains : Let him which is on the housetop not eom^ down to lalte anf 
thing out of his house : Neither let him which is in' the fieki return 
back to take his clothes. And woe unto them that "are iVith cfaifd^ 
and to them that give suck in those days \ But pray ye that your 
flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day : For then shall 
be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world 
to this timcj no, nor ever shall be.'' Our SiEivibur, in all this, seems 
to be addressing his disciples as if they were to be eye-witnesses of 
the events which he here describes, which they could not be, as their 
divine master must have known ; for if the coming of Christ were even 
interpreted, according to Bishop I^ewton, to have been in judgment 
at the destruction of Jerusalem, tlie apostles could not have seen* the 
abomination standing in the holy place, which the Bishop understood 
to be the Roman army under Titos standing in the tiefmple; for none 
of them, except John, survived the destruction of Jerusalem* We 
would ask, however, if the destruction of Jerusalerti andthe'cdiaingaf 
Christ were synchronous events, how comes it that our Saiviottr enn* 
merates the standing of the abomination of desolation in the holy place 
as one of the signs precursory of his second adi^ent ? Wheteas,' Bishop 
Newton makes that very event the act of our -^Sa(viottf 's advent ; for 
surely if Jesus Christ came in judgment at the destruction' of the 
temple and city of Jerusalem, he must haVe dot^e When th^ Roraaii 
soldiers w^re polluting the former and sackitig the latter; Bdt on all 
such interpretations as that of the Bishop, our* Saviour staint>sthe bii^^d 
of error, when he tells the scribes and phari^ees, fh^ iho(^ infidd menl^ 
bers of an infidel nation, that they shbhld not ^eehrth (as a nsttion?)'tiil 
they should say. Blessed is he thM Cometh in tb« name of the Lord ; 
which they certainly did not nationally say at the dec^tpuetion «^ Jeru- 
salem, nor at any time before it, but whith the |>rophetZeelnrli^MUft 
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Qs |jiey« flhall yirtually say when aur Saviour " will seek to destroy all 
the nations that come against, Jerusalem^" and when he '* will pour 
up>9^ ^behouae of J^aridy ap4 upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
spimtiof grace and q| supplications ; and*' when *' they shall look upon" 
hiov ^Vwhomi they , h^^ve piercedraod tliey shall mourn for him." Had 
Bishop Newton^ been in jife, we would respectfully have asked, — 
SincQ our Saviour i^ys that this abomination of desolation is that 
which, is spoken of by Daniel the prophet, without pointing out any 
passage in particular in that prophet's writings, what will your Lordship 
be pleased to make of Dan. xii. 11? For, supposing the taking away 
of the daily sacrifice, and the setting up of the abomination that maketh 
desolate in that verse to be synchronous acts, and that both were per- 
petratedy according to your Lordship's opinion, at the time of the de- 
st^ction of the city and temple by the Roman arms, then what event 
nwks the close of the period of 1290 years, which would date its 
he^iiming from the year 76, when both these events took place ? — what 
event happens in the year 1366 ? We before shewed, however, that 
the ^aily sacrifice was taken away from being the true worship, not 
by the Roman arma, but by the preaching of John the Baptist. Also, 
since the taking away of the daily sacrifice is mentioned in order after 
the poiliitiiig of the. sanctuary of strength in Daniel, xi. 31, and the 
placing of the abomination that maketh desolate again after the taking 
away of the daily sacrifice ; these two latter events must be either 
synchronous, or the former of them posterior in date to the latter. 
But, if synchronous, then, how could the placing of the abomination 
that maketh desolate be a sign precursory of the taking away of the 
daily sacrifice by the Roman arms, at the time of our Saviour's coming 
in judgment at the destruction of Jerusalem ? But, we believe, most 
interpreters are bow agreed, that the 1290 years begin to run their 
course either at the same time with the papal period of 1260 years, 
or at some date posterior to its close ; therefore, the abomination that 
maketh desolate could not be set tip prior, at least, to the 533, or, as 
we have determined it, to the year 54t6, the commencement of the 
papal period. Indeed, it is quite evident, from Dan. xii. 11, that the 
taking away of the daily sacrifice, and the setting up of the abomina- 
tion that maketh desolate, there mentioned, must either be synchro- 
nous events, or the latter posterior in date to the former, t-- in which 
case, the period of 129 Q years would lie between them ; and when we 
consider that this period of 1290 years is given in answer to a question 
of Daniel's concerning the time of duration of the events in Dan. xi., 
occurring aft^ the end of the date determined by the formula in Dan. 
xiu 7, or the year 1806, as we have shewn, we think it is but just to 
conclude, that the close of the period of 1290 years, if not its hegin- 
Dij^g, must be posterior in date, at least, to the year 1806. We are, 
therefore, fairly entitled to infer, that your Lordship has failed in your 
interpretation of the coming of our Saviour to be only in judgment at 
the destruction of the city and temple of Jerusalem. 

In the passages quoted above, our Saviour seems to be warning the 
Qfariatians of future generations against being deceived m imagining 



'S4 ON THE PROPHECIES OF 

that »bifii coming wag near wbe» they bmrd o£'Wflra «nd'mtDo»S;-«f= 
^VBCs ; for nation rising against nation, and kingdoin agaiiMtkiBgdom, 
and iiRmtiiesi and pestilences, and earlhqaakes in div<ere places, ureiie 
buet^e beginning of sorrows, but tbat tbe end abould not he till the 
gospel of the kingdom slioahi be preached in ail the world for a wit* 
ness unto all nations. And he then adds two efvote,. by which we 
are led to understand the end that is alluded to, tib. the ttnn of ^^ gseat 
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this 
time, no, nor ever shall be ;" and the standing of the abomiMitiiHi ef 
desolation^, spoken of by Daniel, in the holy place. Let us pee, aew, 
if we can find any other events in prophetical narrative with which 
these two are synchronous. In Dan. xii. 1, we are told, ^^ Atthat time 
[viz. at the time of the end-*>' temps marque,' *8ub tempus consthntanr,' 
V. 40] shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standelh U» 
the children of thy people; and there shall be a time of trouble, stich 
as n^ver was since there was a nation ev^^ to. that same time: and* at 
that^time thy* people shall be delivered, every one that shali beionnd 
Written in the book : ** and also in the last verse of- Dan. xi. we are 
informed that the wilful king ** shall plant the tabernacles of his palaces 
between the (Mediterranean and Dead?) seas in the glorioQe boJy 
mountain ;" and this & little posterior, 4n the order of his prophetical 
^aarrati<ve, to the date of the events of v. 40^ of Dan. xi., when the Jews 
are^ Dan. xiii 1, to be delivered. Now, we would take <)ccasion to 
observe here, that if this time pf tribulation, at which the Jews are /to 
be delivered from their captivity among the nations, and to be raised, 
some of them, from the dead, be such as never wals since there was a 
rmXloTii even to that same time, it must needs he^a time of greater tri- 
hnlationtban^tbat at the sack of the temple and city of Jerusalem by 
the Roman armd under Titus ; and therefore not tbk latter, but the 
former, must Our Saviour niean when he eays, '* For there shall be 
great tribtilation, such as was not since the beginning of tlie workl to 
this time,' no, nor ever shall be :" which our Saviour could not have 
said with truth, and, therefore, would never have said at all, if this 
time of trouble he here alludes to had been that at and subsequent to 
the •de'stmctiori of Jerusalem. Read here Eeekiel, xxxviLand xxxviii., . 
and also Rev. ^ix. and xx« We wouidjbalso take occasion farthcH* to 
notice, that^ from what our Saviour says in; this chapter^ our position 
of thewilfol king being the same Antichiistian power as tbeabomiDa< 
tion tliat maketh desolate is greatly strengtheaed'; for in chapwxi. of 
Daniel, after-^. 35, no other power than the* wilful king of v. 36 of 
that chapter is mentioned, and he it is who piants the tabernacles of 
his palaces between the seas in the glorious holy moumtain, about tbat 
time of great troaWe when the delivery of the Jdws is to be accom- 
plished, and th<e first resurrection of the dead is to take places. .. 

In v. ^3, ^4, and 2^, our Saviour cautions the fnture- disotples of 
the Christian faith from ' believing in impostors-^ false prophets and 
false Christs, that '^slmll shew great signs and wonders, ioBomnch that, 
if it «^ere possible, they shall deceive' the ^vecy elect;" for that his real 
appearance should be of so grand and splendid a eharact^, fthat.thejr 
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<<$e«riii notiipoiBsiibly be nlistfeikeny-^^^JPor as the lightning cometh out of 
ihe (eastytatHlishineth'eTBB unto 4be west ; so shall also the coming of 
fehe'Soa'ol man be^".' Ificoiacideoce with what our Saviour says here 
MgaiKting' the great eigne and wonders wrought by the false prophets 
that should appear in the world immediately previous to his next ad- 
vent ;t0' the eiarthyjve may notiice what St Paul says of his man of sin, 
*^'whose coning is after the working of Satan with all power, and signs, 
and lying' wonders/' who ist donbtless, the very same power as the 
beast coming up out ^^ the earth in Rer. xiit. 11, who ** deceive th 
them that dwell on the earth by tlie means o/* those miracles which he 
bad power to do in the sight of the '' papal beast of Rev. xiii. 1, 2, 
which had the wonnd by a sword and did live, whose imperial head 
waa healed, and of whose image the beast of Rev. xiii. 11, enforces 
tiie worship. 

^ Verse 28 — ^^ For wheresoever the carcase is, [at the -supper of the 
great God, Rev. xix. 17, to which ** the fowls that fly in the midst of 
heaven" are to be invited,] there will the eagles be gathered together." 
*^^<* And I wiU smite thy bow [Gog] out of thy left hand, and I will 
cause.tbine arrows to fall out of ithy right hand. Thou sbalt fall upon 
tlie nMrewtains of Israel, thou and all thy bands, and the people that is 
with llfee ; Jiwill give thee unto the ravenous birds of every sort; 
and to'th&'beasts of die field to be devoured. Thou shalt fall upon 
the open fieldl; fpr I have spoken ity saith the Lord God." — Ezekiel, 
xxxix. 3m5v 
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2 Thessalonians, Cha^ . li., 1 — 9. 
Verses l-^Sx^** Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of 
onr Lord Jesas Christ, and hy our gathering together unto him, that 
ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor 
by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day ef Christ is at hand. 
Let no man deceive you by any means : for that day shall not comcy 
except there come a falling away first, and that msm of sin be reveal- 
ed, the son of perdition." The purpose of St Paul here is evidently 
to undeceive: his fellow-Christians regarding some opinions they had 
been^led to entertain concerning the speedy re-advent of our Saviour to 
this earth, which event, he assures them in v. 3, shall not take place 
^except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be reveal- 
ed, tlie sob of perdition." This passage, from its wording, would seem 
to admit of a double meaning. Is it meant that our Saviour shall not 
come, except there come a falling away in the first place, and after 
that again the man of sin be revealed ? or is it meant that our Saviour 
shall ^ot come before there be a falling away only by the revelation of 
the man of sin ? If the former of these meanings be the correct one ; 
and if the man of sin, as we have shewn cause for believing, be the 
only Antichristian power beaidee the papal,— -then the falling away 
fiost mnst be the papal apeetacy. Some will have this man of sin to 
have been the snccession of popes at Rome. But when, in the name 
of common sense, did the pope exalt himself, as we said before, above 
all thatis called God, or that is wonhipped ? and when did any pope 
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«K<iii>the< tem^ltt of Gocl<?**^B- RomgA <G»thotiefiibiirohfiKmW wei^, 
receivie froitti tiia ApoAtle Pa«l'ei^yi9UChf<de8]g»*tioak> Lotmft^iteasQb* 
thei Seriptunes, reader; Uieyare «)U«b: tbe heBt'i^teipre|€Mri$iof<;lh««<^ 
nelvi^r Tlie exprenaioiir'^^ man. of ami' - bow^irer^ we eaa' find mno^ 
other passage o£-tbo Bible. . But tln^ power iealf a bare 'da11eid''Mh€( 
900 of perditiion^" which word ** perdition" wa'£ndaipptied.itwjcet0f 
the scarlet-coloured beast full of namea of blaspb•«7^in HieF*.xv& 8v 
ll» by the interpreting angel ;><* The beast that thou eawestwas, and 
is not ; and shall ascend out of the bot^mless pit, and go into perdi- 
tion/' <V And the beast that was, and is not, oFen be is the eigbth» 
9nd is of the se?en, and goetb into perdition." And although we da 
t^% meet with tbe word " perdition" applied to the tittle horn in ch|ipiS< 
viiii.and xi. of Daniel, yet we have it said there, ihat tbe king of ^evoei 
countenance *> shall be broken without hand," — that is, in a suptema^ 
tiiral manneir ; and that tbe wilful king "shall come to bk end, luld 
iNMie slrnll help bimc" all agreeing with the fate of the beast and of the 
Wae prophety as unfolded ta us in Hev* xlx, 20« ;<>.-; ^^ 

[r Verse 4 --«^f* Who oppose th and exaltelb hijaaself . aboFo^all ihat k 
called God, or that is worshipped ;, so that be; as God sittetb in tbe 
temple ol God, shewing himself, that be is God«"^ ^ Here we.bave saidr 
of! the maaof sin^ by St Paul, nearly what was reyeadedto Daniel.ol 
the' wilful king of cltap. xi. 36, of which, power it is tbere^said, tbat 
1^.he abaiil exalt, himse^fi and magnify himself above every god/' ^^ nei- 
ther shall he regard the God of his fathers," ** nor regard any god/.' 
What the temple of God here means it is not easy to tell. Whether 
the 3ritish nation., the sanctuary^ the donnoile of. the true mode of 
(Christian I worship, er the " jngis cultus,'* ^n.be entitled to eiH^ a 
name, eeeing that *' temple of God" in Rev* xi. I, is represented aa 
being the consecrated ^bode of the consecrated worshippers of the 
tHie Christian faith during the ^ forty and two months " of the papal 
supremacy ; or whether it be the temple at Jerusalem built by the 
Jews after their return to the Holy Land, we cannot positively say* 
We must also consider, tlmt the human body is called by 8t Paul tbe 
temple of God. Certainly the temple of the Jews, after their return 
10 the Holy Land, is to be built before the advent of our Saviour^ at 
which the Antichristian powers are to be destroyed ; and certaift it is, 
that after their resurrection and return to Judea, they shall be a. holy 
nation, as we learn from Ezekiel, xxxvil., and shall transgress no ttoce^ 
SO; that the temple they may then build may be called the temple oi 
God; and also, if we consider the man of sin. to be the same power 
as the wilful king of Daniel, xi. 3^ certain it is, .that this latter esta^* 
blishes bis.palaces between the seas in the glorious boly^ mountain 
about the time, of great ^trouble at which tbe Jews, Dan* xii. 1, are. to 
be delivered from their €aptimy among the nations. 

Verses 5 — 7*~'*'Hemember ye not, that, wbenl was yet^ with >yoU| 
I told you these things ? And now ye know what witbholdetb ibathe 
might be revealed in bis tijme. For the mystery of iniquity dotJii 
already work : only be who now lettetb wiU kt^ «ntil.be betaken eut 
of the way." St Paul here adverts to some personal conveiBatioa he 



bald^kl^tb<lll0iTbi^Mallrt^ii«^ And rl)mind^ t^ 
f^t^t^ld^tbeEd wbftt i#Tthh(4d««h tbci;! tbi#< liiani of tin, 4of vrbtch itei hasi 
be^^speakkftg, 8lHMtld<i>6? ret^ealedin bis iime, and then timt» dtfrk^ 
aboBi ^pow^f wbUb be^d«6ignate8 ID uo otber way^tban by ifie snnfiW 
prdnoiHi " be," pre^re&thig tbei aptpeamtice of this inati- of «i& at ttiat 
tilme in tbe worki. 'iiW'bat tbis power may bo wbieb St i^ettil expresseB 
by tbe word *^ be" ir«'oantiot fatboiii, nnless it be tbe title of the Emi-' 
peror of Rome, or protiMype of the sixth bead^ as we bave seen of tho' 
beasts which are typical, at different periods, of the Roman common-^ 
wealth, vi^ tbe dragon of Rev. xii., tbe papal beast of Rer. xiii. 1, 2,' 
and the i^carlet*cOloured beast of Rer. xvii. Certainly, in thetimeof 
St Pauly the Roman Emperor was tbe ruling power upon eanb t atn^ 
that it w^as the title of the first magistrate of Rome which prevented 
tbe^nran of sin from appearing, and not tbe Roman power ivgeiiemly 
without reference to the title of its head executor, we may be oo'ft'-^ 
irmed in the opinion of, from the man of sin appearing in the worki 
as an Antichristian power necessarily before tb€J destruction' of tb€^ 
Roman power:' for^ iii Daft< vir.ll^i we are>itold>4bat Daniel beheld 
till tbe fourth beast, which is; typical of the Roman power, << was slaiti,' 
and bis body destrbyedi and given to the burning fkme,-' li^brch tjcMnk 
place when the-'beaist aaid the' liaise prophet Were congregated with the 
kiiiigs of tbe earth and the* armie» ** to make war iipou him [our Sa-^ 
vioUr] that eat on the horse," nid u4ien '^the beast 'was'takefti and 
witb bim the false- prophet tbat wrought rairaoleis ' before 'bibi^^' and 
<* both were cast alive- into a lake of fire burning 'With brimstone t" S(i 
tbat it 4iou\d not- bef by the ' taking away of the Roman power in • gene<^ 
ral tbat tbifl^raan of sin wees allowed to be revealed to^tbew«rk),iSeein^ 
that, at the very time this power ie to be destroyed, tb^ matt «f mai^ 
to be destroyed also. " There was some obstacle,*' says' Bishop New^^ 
ton, *^ tbat hindered bis [tbe man of sin's] appearance, tbe apostle 
speaketh doubtfully whether thing or person ; and this obstacle wouUI 
continue to binder till it was taken out of the. way. What this wa^ 
we cannot determine with absolute Certainty at so great a distance 6t 
time ; but if we may rely upon tbe concurrent testimonies of the 
fathers, it was the Homan empire. Most probably it was. somewhat 
relating to the higher powers, because tbe apostle observes eticb Caution. 
He mentioned it in discourse, but would not commit it to writing. 
He afterwards exhorts the Tbessalonianst v. 15^ 'Brethren, stand fast, 
imd«bold thetmditions wlnieb ye have < been taught, wbetlier by word, 
or our epistle.' This wae one of the traditions which bethought more 
proper toteacb by -word than by e^Hstle.'' i 

• If tbe ^^be" wbicb prevkited the appearaiiee of- St Paul's man of 
sin i» tbe world, theft, be the prototype of the sixth or 'imperial head 
of the several beasts representing the Romau power ii»th^ Revelations^ 
Or the title of Emperor of tb^ Roman Empke>; then we- have sleen 
that that title waetf^en away by the abolition of the empire of Ger- 
many, or > Holy Roman Empire as it was impiously oalled, by Bona- 
parte iu the year 1806 1 so tbat, in this case^ there «an be no^ obstacle 
now to the appeanfflco of tbia man of sin of St Pkuls in the wOrki, 



88 ON THE PROPHECIES OF 

who, by tlie power of working lying wonders, attribated to hitn by Uie^ 
apostle in v. 9, is, perhaps, none other than the beast like a lamb with 
two horns that cometh np out of the earth in Rev. xiii. 11, who ^' de- 
ceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles 
which he had power to do in the sight of the" papal beast, *' saying to 
them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the 
beast which had the wound by a sword and did lire," and who " had 
power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the 
beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship 
the image of the beast should be killed." This power of working 
miracles, which the man of sin possesses, St Paul intimates '* is after 
the working of Satan ;" and who can doubt that this evil spirit, by his 
superior intelligence of the law» which regulate the action of the sub- 
tile agents from which the phenomena of the material world arise, may 
control some of these agents in such a manner as to prevent the ordi- 
nary phenomena to which the operations of others of them give rise ; 
just as man, by directing the magnetic power, controls that of gravity ? 
The knowledge of evil spirits concerning the laws of heat, light, elec- 
tricity, magnetism, animal and vegetable life, and mechanical and 
chemical attraction, to which we refer all the phenomena upon our 
earth, may be much greater than that of man. St Paul tells us that 
** God shall send them strong delusion that they should believe a lie ; 
that they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness :" that is, that unfaithful Christians may 
believe the miracles which this man of sin is permitted, by the power 
and knowledge of Satan, to perform, to be the work of God for the 
furtherance of some good end, and so believing a lie, worship the 
image which this Antichristian power has set up; 



PART III. 

Commentaries on those Passages of the Revelations which relate to 

future Antichristian Powers, 

Chapter XI. 
Verses 3 — 8 — " And I will give power unto my two witnessesj and 
they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, 
clothed in sackcloth. These are the two olive trees, and the two 
candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. And if any man 
will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their 
enemies : and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be 
killed. These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days 
of their prophecy : and have power over waters to turn them to blood, 
and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will. And 
when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth 
out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall over- 
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e great city, which spiritaallf a called Sodom and Egypt, 
where also our Lord was cracifiiid." The two witnesses here men- 
tioned we take to be the Old and New Testaments, see Zechariah, iv, 
The angel here ealla them hu two witnesses, from which we may 
justly infer thai he is none otlier than our Saviour ; for a creature of 
God, we think, would not aee Ruch an expression. The reader will, 
of course, observe that this is the very same angel which proclaimed, 
in Rev. x-, the event which Hhall murk the close of the mystery of 
God, — the same that came " down from heaven, clothed with a cloud," 
"and a rainbow win upon bis head," who held " in his hand a little 
book open." Every one of our readers knows, that the being clothed 
in sackcloth ia a token of roonrning and affiictiiin ; all, therefore, that 
is implied by the two witnesses being clothed in sackcloth for 1360 
days or years, ia that they shall figuratively be in affliction and humi- 
liation during all that time. The word poioer in italics is not in the 
original, and is superflnously introduced here by the translators — the 
meaning of the passage beihg clear enough without it ; for be who gives 
the two witnesses to prophesy, has the power to fullil their prophecies. 

Verse 5 — " And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of 
their mouth, and devonreth their enemies : and if any man will hurt 
them, he must in this manner be killed." There ia much information, 
we believe, in this mysterious verse. Let us read forward in this 
chapter, and see who it is that hurts the two witnesses of God ; and 
kt us see if we can learn from the mouth of the witnesses themselves 
the doom of their enemy — bow he is to be killed. " And when they 
[the two witnesses] shall have finished their testimony, the beast that 
ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and 
shall overcome them, and kill them." The beast that ascendeth out 
of the bottomless pit, then, is the enemy of the two witnesses — it is 
fae wbo overcomes and kills them. But of what is this beast typical P 
This beasl is the scarlet- coloured beast full of names of blasphemy, 
described in Rev. xvii. as the beast that " was, and is nut ; and Bhall 
ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition ;" and which 
we shall shew, in our exposition of that chapter, to be typical of a 
future Antichristian power, the doom of whicli power is pronounced 
by the New Testament witness in Rev. xix. SO — " And the beast was 
taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before 
him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the 
beast, and them that worshippeil his image. These both were cast 
alive into a lake of fire horning with brimstone." 

Verse 6 — " These [the two witnesses] have power to shut heaven, 
that it rvin not in the days of their prophecy : and have power over 
waters to turn them to bloo<l, and to smite the earth with all plagues, 
as often as they will." The evils here said to be inflicted on the 
earth by the prophecy of the two witnesses seem to fall out under the 
foar first trumpets, whose narrative ia contained between v. 7 and 12 
of Rev. viii. inclusively, which the reader may consult — the fulfilment 
of which we think yet future. 
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Verse 8 — " And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the 
great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also oar 
Lord was cruci6ed." Now, we are told, v. 7, that when they shall 
have finished their testimony, or, as Bishop Newton makes it, '* when 
they shall be about to finish their testimony," the two witnesses are 
to be killed ; and in v. 3 we are told that they are to prophesy 1260 
days or years ; therefore it is at the end of this period of time that 
their dead bodies are to lie in the street of the great city. But if we 
account these years to be the papal period ; and if it be already come ta 
a close in the year 1806, or in the year 1792, as Mr Irving makes it ; 
then where, we would ask, did the dead bodies of the two witnesses 
Ke in the street of *' the great city," which can be no other but Rome, 
according to every established principle of interpretation ? for to Rome 
we find the terms *' great city ' applied no fewer than six times in the 
course of the Apocalypse — viz. Rev. xiv. 8, xviii. 10, 16, 18, 19, 21 ; 
and the term ** great" five times, Rev. xvi. 19, xvii. 1, 5, xviii. 2, xix» 
2 ; and Rome may certainly be with great justice spiritually called 
Sodom and Egypt, for her unnatural lusts, as well as her idolatry ; and 
there our Saviour may be said, at the date when the witnesses are 
slain, to have been virtually crucified. 

Verses 9, 10, 11, and 12 of this chapter, are so mysterious, that 
we leave the interpretation of them to those who shall survive the 
events by which the prophecies they contain shall be accomplished. 

Verse 13 — *' And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and 
the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men 
seven thousand : and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to 
the God of heaven." The same hour ? what hour ? when the witness- 
es had finished their testimony at the end of the 1260 days or year» 
of the second Antichristian period of v. 3 ? Is this the date which 
Tremellius calls '' sub tempus constitutum," at which the king of the 
south shall push at the wilful king, Dani<d, xi. 40, and the king of 
the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, when the wilful 
king shall enter into the glorious land, and many shall be overthrown, 
towards the close of the 1 260 years of the appointed period of supre- 
macy of this power, or about 75 years from the first resurrection — 
the 1260 and 75 making together the period 1335 years, at the end 
of which Daniel is to stand in his lot among his risen brethren ? That 
the time of the great earthquake of v. 13 is close upon a time of great 
trouble, we may judge from being told, v. 12, that the two witnesses 
** ascended up to heaven in a cloud ;" and, r. 19, that ** the temple of 
God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark 
of his testament : and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunder- 
ings, and an earthquake, and great hail ;" and that out of the temple 
of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven opened, Rev. xv. 5, came 
the seven angels, having the seven plagues, or the seven vials of wrath 
which are to be poured out upon the earth after the seventh trumpet 
begins to blow, under the prophetical narrative of which, according to 
our scheme of the arrangement of the sealed book, that of the seven 
rials is arranged : and here it is very important to observe, that, in the 
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history of the seven vials in chaps, xv. and xvi., before the seven angels 
go out of the temple to pour out their respective vials upon the earth, 
we have a representation, in chap. xv. 2, of ** them that had gotten the 
victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and 
over the number of his name," standing '* on the sea of glass, having 
the harps of God:" shewing that, before the end of the 1260 years 
of V. 3, the worship of the papal beast had been enforced by the beast 
with two horns like a lamb that cometh up out of the earth, who 
" deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those mira- 
cles which he had power to do in the sight of the (papal) beast which 
had the wound by a sword, (in the year 1806?) and did live" notwith- 
standing ; and which beast with two horns ** had power to give life 
unto the image of the (papal) beast, that the image of the (papal) beast 
should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the 
image of the (papal) beast should be killed. And" who '* causeth all, 
both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark 
in their right hand, or in their foreheads : And that no man might buy 
or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the (papal) beast, 
or the number of his name : " both which beasts exist together, and 
both of them yet remain to be prototyped by future powers. And it 
may be also worth while to notice here, that the angel of chap. x. pro- 
claims the close of the mystery of God to be when the voice of the 
seventh angel begins to sound ; as much as to say, that the periods of 
supremacy of all Antichristian apostacies shall come to a close at the 
time of the sounding of the seventh trumpet. 

Mr Irving, after Mr Frere, we presume, interprets the two witnessea 
to be the Old and New Testaments, and thinks that the two witnesses 
were slain by the spirit of infidelity which prevailed at the French 
Revolution — understanding this spirit to be the prototype of the beast 
that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit. With the former of these 
positions we perfectly concur. But we appeal even to himself whe- 
ther he has not, in the last, apostatized from every well-established 
principle of exposition, and thus totally upset the seemingly well-com- 
pacted fabric of interpretation which he has raised of this eleventh 
chapter. There cannot, Mr Irving knows as well as we, be adduced 
a single instance in all prophecy fulfilled, of a spirit of infidelity, or 
of a general apostacy from the true faith, being typified by a beast, 
which in prophecy is always the type of earthly power at the com- 
mand of a man, or of a succession of men. And where, we would ask, 
should we look for an explanation of this beast that ascendeth out of 
the bottomless pit, but in the seventeenth chapter of the Revelations, 
which certainly interprets it to be any thing but a spirit of infidelity ? 
It seems to us that, in comparing the charts of the stream of time 
which prophecy and history have left us, Mr Irving has mistaken the 
reckoning of the latter by more than a thousand years, and that he is 
always too ready to believe that History is nearer the ocean of Eter- 
nity and the close of her labours than she really is. 
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Chapter XIII. 

Verse 11 — " And I beheld another beast coming up oat of the 
^arth ; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon." 
In verses 1 and 2 of this chapter we had the papal beast described ; 
but this is another, a different beast ; and, by the established rules of 
interpretation, must be held to be typical of a different power from 
the papal. This beast has two horns, to intimate to us that the power 
of which it is an emblem, is master of the power of two kingdoms. 
This beast is like a lamb, yet speaks as a dragon ; that is, the power 
of which he is typical, affects meekness of character, but yet is relent- 
less and uncontrollable in the execution of his will. 

Verse 12 — ** And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast 
before him, and causeth the earth and them that dwell therein to wor- 
ship the first beast whose deadly wound was healed." We are here 
told, that this beast with two horns causeth the inhabitants of the earth 
to worship the beast which we before shewed to be typical of the 
popes of Rome ; from which we are to infer, that the succession of 
men who are the prototypes of the beast with two horns, shall cause 
the inhabitants of the earth to worship the popes of Rome at a future 
f\me, when the sixth or imperial head of the beast, which was typical 
of the Roman power at the command of the popes, shall again be 
healed, when, of course, the title of Emperor of the Holy Roman 
Empire shall again be restored. 

Verses 13 — 17 — " And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh 
fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, and 
deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles 
which he had power to do in the sight of the beast ; saying to them 
that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, 
which had the wound by a sword, and did live. And he had power 
to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast 
should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the 
image of the beast should be killed. And he caused all, both small 
and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their 
right hand, or in their foreheads : And that no man might buy or sell, 
save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number 
of his name." Here we have an account of real miracles to be per- 
formed by the person of whom the beast with two horns is typical, 
such as St Paul gives us of the lying wonders performed by his man 
of sin, after the working of Satan ; and here also we are told that this 
idolatrous and tyrannical power brands the worshippers of his idol with 
the mark or name, or number of the name, of the idol image. 

Both Bishop Newton and Mr Irving interpret this two-horned beast 
to be the pope of Rome. But how they can do so in consistency 
with a single rule of interpretation, we are utterly at a loss to see. 
The beast that we shewed to be typical of the papal power arose oat 
of the sea, — this latter beast cometh up out of the earth ; the papal 
beast has ten horns, — this has only two. The papal beast has seven 
heads and ten horns, the mouth of a lion, the body of a leopard, an4 
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the feet of a bear ; the latter beast is like a lamb. And, more than 
all, we are told that the latter beast is another beast— that is, that it 
is a different beast altogether from the papal one described in v. 1 and 
2. And when did the popes work miracles, which the sacred text 
tells us, in plain language not to be mistaken, that this beast shall do, 
— power being given him by Satan, with the permission of God, to 
serve some mysterious purpose of his providence, '* that they should 
believe a lie," ** because they received not the love of the truth, that 
^hpy might be saved ?" 

Chapter XVII. 

Here we have a woman arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and 
decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls, having a golden 
cup in her hand, full of abominations and filthiness of her tornication ; 
she has upon her forehead a name written, Babylon the Great, 
THE Mother of Harlots, and Abominations of the Earth, 
and she is sitting *' upon a scarlet-coloured beast, full of names of 
blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns." Now, of what is this 
woman typical ? and of what the scarlet-coloured beast ? " The wo- 
man wbich thou sawest," says the angel to St John, v. 18, ** is that 
great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth," which sitteth, 
V. 9, on seven mountains — the city of Rome ; and she is arrayed in 
purple and scarlet, the colours worn by her imperial and papal rulers ; 
and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls, like the strange 
god of the wilful king of Dan. xi. 36 and 38 ; and she has written 
on her forehead the names of the Antichristian powers, to which she 
gives birth. 

" And the angel said unto" St John, " Wherefore didst thou mar- 
vel ? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that 
carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns. The beast 
that thou sawest was, and is not ; and shall ascend out of the bottom- 
less pit, and go into perdition : and they that dwell on the earth shall 
wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the 
foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is 
not, and yet is," (or, according to Mr Irving after Griesbach, is jujst 
at hand.) There is a mystery here which it is not easy for interpret- 
ers to clear up. The only explanation that we can give of the myste^ 
rious expression, *' was, and is not, and is just at hand," according to 
our own views, is, that one of the heads of the papal beast, the impe- 
rial head, was wounded as it were to death in the year 1806, as we 
shewed, when it might be said to cease to be, as it were ; so that it might 
be said by the people of the present day, "it is not," — which, how- 
ever, might be said to be just at hand, if the abomination that maketh 
desolate should be set up in the year 1836, which we have shewn 
might take place if the daily sacrifice of Dan. xii. 11, were taken away 
by the establishment of the supremacy of the pope in the year 546, 
and if the 1290 years of Dan. xii. 11, lay between the taking away of 
the daily sacrifice, and the setting up of the abomination that maketh 
desolate. We are led to believe that the scarlet-colonred beast is the 
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papal beaut with it8 imperial head healed, from two reiy siinilar 
pressiona which are used of the one and the other in v. 8 of chapters 
znL and ziii. — viz. *^ And they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, 
whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation 
of the world ;" *' And they that dwell upon the earth shall worship 
him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb 
slain froi^ the foundation of the world." Also, becaose, in v. 3 and 
4 of chup. xiii., we are told, that after the deadly '* wound (of the 
imperial head) was healed, all the world wondered after the beast 
[the very expression which we find used in v. 8 of this chapter] ; and 
they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast, and 
they worshipped the beast.'* So that here we have two different 
sorts of idolatry, the worship of the dragon, the emblem of the city 
of Rome under the imperial head at the birth of our Saviour, of which 
the woman is typical — by the scarlet*coloured beast ; and the worship 
of the scarlet-coloured beast, or papal beast with his wounded imperial 
head healed — by the false prophet, the beast with two horns like a 
lamb that cometh up out of the earth. But whether the worship of 
the woman, or city of Rome, by the papal scarlet-coloured beast, and 
of this latter by the beast with two horns, typical of the false prophet, 
be carried on simultaneously during the second Antichristian period, 
or the former idolatrous worship runs its course before the latter 
begin, we cannot be positive. 

If the period of 1260 days or years in chap. xii. 6, be the papal 
period — the forty and two months of chap. xi. 2 — in another form, 
then we must consider the formula of time in chap. xii. 14, as a dis- 
guised expression of the 1260 days or years of chap. xi. 3, during 
which the scarlet^coloured beast, or papal beast with its imperial head 
healed, will enforce the worship of the woman, the type of Rome ; 
and the beast with two horns like a lamb, the type of the false pro- 
phet, will simultaneously enforc^ the worship of the scarlet- coloured 
beast. But if we consider the 1^60 days or years of chap. xii. 6, to 
be the second Antichristian period of chap. xi. 3, then it appears 
likely that there will be two Antichristian periods yet to run their 
course, during the first of which the scarlet-coloared beast would wor- 
ship his idol the woman, the emblem of the city of Rome ; and during 
the second of which the scarlet-coloured beast should, in his turn, be 
worshipped by the beast with two horns like a lamb, the emblem ^of 
the false prophet. 

Towards a solution of these difficult and perplexing questions, if 
the reader will be attentive to observe, as we have pointed out in the 
exposition of the eleventh chapter of the Revelations given in this 
Dissertation, that it is likely, from some expressions in v. 6, that the 
seven trumpets would sound during the 1260 days or years of the 
two witnesses prophesying in sackcloth ; and that it is at the sounding 
of the fifth trumpet that a star fell from heaven, and that to him was 
given the key of the bottomless pit, chap. ix. 1, 2, out of which came 
the locusts, with a king over them, the angel of the bottomless pit ; and 
that at this very time of the sounding of the fifth trumpet, a cry of 
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♦♦ Wo, wo, wo to the inhabiters of the earth" is uttered by an angel ; and 
that this cry of " Wo to the inhabiters of the earth " is heard at the 
time when Satan (the star ?) is cast down from heaven in the narra- 
tive of chap, xii., immediately after the close of the 1260 years, du- 
ring which the woman, the true church, seeks seclusion in the wilder- 
ness, — he may be inclined to believe that these 1260 years are not those 
of the papal, but of the second Antichristian period. 

Before the close of this Dissertation, we may, perhaps, be expected 
to give our opinion under what seal we are living at the present day. 
This is a very di£Bcult question indeed to determine. But we should 
be disposed to believe that the fifth seal was opened in the year 1806 ; 
because we think that they that were crying for vengeance on them 
that dwell on the earth, are the souls of those which were slain for 
their testimony during the papal period ; and that they were told to 
** rest for a little season, (a second Antichristian period ?) until their 
fellow-servants also, and their brethren that should be killed as tbey 
«?ere, (by future Antichristian powers ?) should be fulfilled.*' 



Our heavy task is done. We have filled the pages we appointed 
for this essay. To those who can find no pleasure in the study of pro- 
phecy, the condensed reasoning in the body of this work will prove 
dull, flat, and unprofitable indeed. To those, however, who are anxious 
to read the past and future history of the Roman earth, in the trans- 
cripts from the book of Providence which the prophets have left us, 
the faint and glimmering light which we have been able to throw upon 
the dark pages of prophecy, will be followed, we hope, with no heed- 
less regard. Much more we could have written upon the subject of 
the present work, and easily have siieUed^the book to twenty times its 
size ; but, by so doing, we are afraid that we could not have multiplied 
to the same extent the reader's knowledge ; for, study with what ardour 
and industry we will the divine oracles of the future, as mystically set 
forth by the prophets, much of them must still remain to be explained 
by those events in profane history in which they are fulfilled. 

If God should be pleased to lengthen our days, however, our labours 
upon the field of prophecy shall not end here* The Sunday hours which 
our profession&l duties leave sacred, shall be sedulously devoted to the 
cultivation of it by implements of husbandry, some of which at present 
are not, perhaps, upon the most improved construction, and some even 
altogether a wan ting. Yet, limited as our resources have been, we 
crave neither mercy nor indulgence at the hands of critics for this 
little work. Our purpose in writing it, was the illustration of God*s 
Word. If we have committed errors, we shall be most happy to have 
them pointed out ; indeed, ourself shall be the first to do so, if, upon 
a further study of this subject, we find that on some points we have 
been wrong. In so difficult a research, it is vastly easier to err, than 
to arrive at the truth. To err is human, and we pretend to no inspi- 
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ration, like some of the prophets of the new light — those men who 
woald gladly swell their vanity and distinction by imputed works of 
extraordinary po<^er, but who, alas ! seem to be equally deserted by 
the powers of light and of darkness. In speaking thus lightly of the 
pretences of certain men of the present day to extraordinary gifts, we 
would not wish to insinuate that God could not, if he so pleased, 
endow his faithful children with the miraculous gifts which distinguish- 
ed the apostles and disciples of the early Ch|'istian church ; we only 
hazard the opinion, founded on Actual observation, that the Almighty 
at the present day seems chary of bestowing duCh extraordinary gifts, 
and seems to reserve them for greater purposes of his providence 
than exalting the pride of individual men sighing and praying for dis- 
tinction above their brethren. Perhaps the first miracles which the 
history of the Christian church will have to record, will be those 
wrought by St PauKs man of sin ; which faithful Christians, however, 
will discover to be from the working of Satan, because, unlike the 
miracles of the apostles and disciples of the early church, they will be 
wrought for a bad purpose, viz. to entice to the idolatrous worship of 
the image of the papal beast. 
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